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tion. They will try to persunde you that, in exploring tho
rogious of scionce, you will bo in constant danger of falling
foul of someo ocelesiastical ukase warning you awny from the
poisoned tree of kuowledge, just as our primitive parents
wore forbiddon, to oat the fruit of a certain tree
in DParadise. They will tell you that your path is
likoly to be intercopted by some Pope’s bull, which may
metaphorically gore you to death. Thoy will,’ in a word,
contond that, to enjoy full freedom in searching the secrots of
tho physical world, you must cmancipato yoursolf from the
intelleotual rostraints imposed on you Ly tho Christinu
roligion.

Such arethustatmentsdeliberatoly made in ourtimosagainst
Christian revelation. Bat though they are uttered by bearded
men, we call them childish declamations. We call thern also
ungratoful assertions, sinco thoy are spoken by men who aro
indebted to Christianity for the vory discoveries they havo
mado. Many a Christian Moses has wandered for years
through the wilderness of investigation, and died almost in
sight of the promised land of scientific discovery. And his
successon, guided by tho path that he had opencd, aud who
might otherwise have died unknown after vain wanderings,
entered tho coveted territory and enjoyed its fruits. Even
Mr. Tyndall avows that ¢ the nineteeuth century strikos its
roots into the centuries gone by and draws nutriment from
them.”

‘The truth is, that how much soover scientists and theolo-
gians may quarrel among themselves, there will never bo any
colligion, but the most perfect harmony will cver exist botweon
scienge and religion, as weo shall endeavor to demonstrate in
the following pages.

There are, indeed, and thore ever will remain, truths of
religion dffiicult to be recouciled with facts of science. If the
ideas of time and space and the relation of sounl to body are
beyond our comprohension, we caunot be expected with our
unsaided reason to oxplain away the apparent incongruities
that we find between tho unseen and the visible kingdom of
the universo. But dificulties do not necessarily involve
doubts, still less denials. If wo hold the two ends of a chain,
we know that the connection is complete, though some of the
links may be concealed from us.

Science and roligion, liko Martha and Mary are sisters,
because they aredanghters of the same father. They are both
ministering to tho same Lord though in a different way.
Science, like Marthag, is busy about material things ; religion,
like Mary, is kneoling at the feet of hor lord.

The Christian religion teachos nothing but what has been
revealed by Almighty God, or what is necessarily derived
from revelation. Godis truth. All trutly comos from Him.
He is the author of all scientific truth as lie is the
author of all revealed truth. “The God who diccated
the Bible," as Archbishop Ryan has happily said, *is
the God who wroto the illuminated manuscript of the skies.”
You might as well expect that ono ray of the sun would dim
the light of anothert, as that any truth of revelation can be
opposed to any truth of science. ~ No truth ol natural science
can ever bo opposed to any truth of revelation ; nor can any
truth of thonatural order bo at variance with nny truth of the
supernatural order. Truth differs from truth only as star
ditfers from star —each gives out the sawe puro light that
reaches our vision across the expaunse of the firmament.

Legitimato inquiries into the laws of nature are, therefore,
no moro impeded by tho dogmas of faith than our bodily
movements are obstructed by the laws of physics. Nay, moro,
we have the bighest ecclesiastical authority for declaring
that “‘not only can faith and resscn never bo opposed to each
other, but that they, mutually aid each other; for right
reason demonstrates the foundation of faith and, enlightened
by its light, cultivates tho scienco of things divino, while feith
frees and guards reason from errors and furnishes it with
manifold knowledge.”

Revelation teaches us that this material world had a begin-
ning ; that it shall bave an end; and that God created 1t to
manifest His wisdom and power, and for man’s use and benefit.
Hence, so far from warping our judgment, stunting our intel-
lect, or retarding us in the prosecution of scientific truth,
Christian revelation will be like the sun lighting up our course
in the path of science, like a landmark directing us onward in
the road of truth, like a beacon-light cautioning us to avoid
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the quicksands upon which false science has often been ship-
wrecked. )

Science, on the other hand, when studied with humility, re
veals to us the intimate relations of the torces of nature with
one another, the unity of the laws governing thein, andtheir sub
ordination to a controlling mind.

In contemplating the universe and tracing the effect to the
cause, we are filled with the sentiments of the royal prophet :
*‘The heavens show forth the glory of God, and the firmament
declarcth the work of Ilis hands.” No man can view St
Peter’s dome without adwiring the genius of Michael Angelo,
neither can the thoughtiul student contemplate the dome of
heaven without associating in his mind the great architect of
nature. In beholding the vast firmament with its countless
stars moving through boundless space, he is filled with a sense
of God’s immensity ; for wherever creation is, there also is the
Creator.

1f, from the top of a distant tower, we view a number of
tramns running in different directions, all arriving on schedule
time at their respective stations, we admire the skill of the en.
gneers, aithough they themselves are beyond the reach of our
vision. And what are the numberless orbs of the universe,
both stellar and planetary, but vast engines rushing through
space with a veloaity immeasurably greater than that of the
fastest railroad car?  Though oficn crussing one another, they
never deviate from their course, never collide, norare they ever
precipitaded through the abyss of space. Should we not ad-
mure the divine ntelhigence that controls these ergines and
that leads thein with unvarying precision to their appointed
destination ? i

The great luminary of day suggests to us the splendour of
that nncreated “ hght which enlighteneth every man that com
eth into this world.” Its rays, 1lluming our planet and pene
trating its hidden recesses, are a fitting type to us of the all
seeing eye of God, of whom the royal prophet again says
“Whither shall I go from Thy spint, or whither shall I fiee.
from Thy face? If I ascend into heaven, Thou art there ; if ]
descend into hell, Thou art present.”

‘The earth, yiclding uts frunts with prolific bounty, proclam:
God's merciful providence in supplying man's wants an
comforts. '

‘T'he beauty of the landscape is a mirror dimly reflecting the
infinite lovehness of God ; for the author must possess in at
ceminent degree the perfections exhibited in his works. Solo .
mon, who was a close student of nature, was thus impressed
He says, if men are delighted with k¢ beauty of the visibt -
creation, ‘“ Let them know how much the Lord of thems ~
more beautiful than they ; for the first author of beauty maé
all these things. . . . For by the greatness of th
beauty, and of the creature, the Creator of them may beseet .
50 as to be known thereby.” And St. Paul declares that the
who will not recognize the power and divinity of God by th
contemplation of the works of creation, are inexcusable.

When the thoughtful student reflects that he is a mere ater -
amid the illimtable space and countless orbs that snrrour .
him, he is overawed by a sense of his nothingness , and wh
he considers how hitle he has learned after all s labour, . 3
comparison with the treasures of knowledge that still lie hidde 3]
in nautre’s bosom, he will exclaim with the great Newton .- -€
“ Whatever the world may think of my learning, I feel like. .
httle child on the seashore gathening a smooth pebble here av 3
a shell there, while the ocean of eternity lies unexplored befi 9

me.” iE
£

But when he considers the tellectual faculties with whe
he is endowed and the pre-eminent place be holds in creatn. ¥
conscious of his dignity, he 1s filled with gratitude to God,..*
was David when he said : * What is man that Thou art mix
ful of him ! Theu hast made him a little less th
the angels, Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, 2 :7p
hast set bim over the works of Thy hands.” ioF

In a word, every object in creation speaks to him of the w g
dom apd power of Ged. He 1

“ Finds tongues in trees, books in running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything.”

He rises from nature to nature’s God.

secrets, the more does he admire the wisdom of the Crcat:',




