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For “ Tk REVIEW."
MY SOLDIER SIRE.

We gathered round the hearth-tire,
And watched tts choerfal glow,

In tho night hours, dark and loncly,
Of the winters long ago.

Thon the sweet songs of my sisters
Fell often on my ear;

But my father's battle stortes
1 dearly loved to hear.

Adventures wildly thritling,
Almost a3 strange, in sooth,
Asthoso In old romances
\Which stir tho henrt of youth.

Andas I, by the fire light,
Heard of War’s bruve array,
My mind with thoughls was busy
That never came by day.

For'mid the blazing.pine-logs,
Which secmed as though allve,
Methiought I saw the phantoms
Of those past days rovive.
1 saw plumes preudly waving,
By vanished breczes stivred;
A straln of stately muslc
Clashied {13 with every word,

The quivering brands then falling
Showaed me, 'neath trophles torn,
Thelr unfamiltar fentures
Whodled ere I was born.
My father’s volce issllont,
Hlis martial themes are o'er,
Some places by the hearth-stone
Are vacant evermore.
Yet oft on wintry evenings
Beslide tho pleasant fire,
I traco these long lost pictures,
Aund hear my soldier sire,
Ina.
. —_—
‘or “Tie REVIEW.”
THE MAIDEN'S PRAYER.

A soldier lny on a gory field

Midst comrades dead and dying,
Aweeping malden by him kaceled
Whilst tho vanquish'd foe was lying.

Soft and low shie breathied a prayer
For the dear one 50 near to death,
And the gently sighing summer’s afr
Was mingled wl.th her breath.

Fatherin XHeaven, who doth scc
The fluttering sparrow’s fall,

Grant htm to this world, and to me—
O Father! hear my call!

. And {txeemed as if the zephers Hght
Wafted her prayer to lhieaven,
To htm who sald, for our delight,
*Ask, and it shall be given.”?

To him who spake to mortal ears,
“8eck, and ye shall find.”

For tho mafden wiped uway tier tours,
And spoko her grateful mind,

« OGad! 1thank thee, ever true
Asnone but thoa can'st bej—
e ope’s his eyes of asure bltte—
e speaks, and "ty of thee!
Axi,
e g ——— e

For TUE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.]
THE CAMPAIGNS OF 1754-641.
Nuuser 1.

—

History presents no episode in the life of
nations so extraordinary as that enacted on
the ove of this greuat contest by the cabinets
of St. James and Versailles. While the
ports and arsenals of both kingdoms were
ringing with the notes of stern warlike
preparations; while fleets wero preparing
and expeditions fitting out; while fighting
was the order of tho day on the banks of the
Ohio and the shores of the Bay of Fundy;
while naval engagements distinguished for
slaughter were taking place on the high
scas, the ministers of both powers were
engaged in courteously disclosing to each
other the wishes of their respective courts
for the maintenance of peace and amity.
The contest for a continent, the struggle
that led to the series of eventsiwhichaltered
the political destinies of the wortd, was
looked upon as a quarral betweon a race of
semi-savages, aided on either side by real
savages, for the possession of the monopoly
of a trade in alittle peltey— in fact, “nothing
more than a few beaver skins’’—by the
dillitante philosophers of the day. Few, if
any, kuew enough of America to understand
that the development of her resources would
speed the progress of civilization and furnish
& happy home for the superabundant popu-
Iation of Europe;—nay, that the fields iu
which this contest was first initiated should,
within a century, furnish the country of the
eventual conquerors with ample supplies of
bread to feed her surplus population.—
Whilo ministers and politicians were trying
to hoodwink each other, the initiative was
taken, ac far as England was concerned, by
the appointment of Major General Edward

Braddock to tho command of an expedition
fitted out to protect the interests of the
British Colonies in America. The British
Cabinet at this period was led by the Duke
ol Newecastle, and filled with his creatures.
At no period of our constitutional history
has Burope witnessed so much imbecility,
arrogance, faithlessness, or utter ignorance
of the duties of statesmen or politicians,
than that digplayed by this mimstry during
the period it held office. Tho leader has
well been characterized by a great writer as
an “ape in politics’’; and, wereo it not for
the shrewd common senso of George II,,
and the capacity of his much maligned son,
the Duke of Cumberland, it would have
gone hard with the British Empire in this
contest.

Newcastlo's plans were borrowed from
whatever sources could be most easily mado
serviceable, generally some obscure party,
whose reclamations would not be attended
to. They were then cooked to suit his own
purposes, and entrusted for exccution to
parties as imbecilo as himself. Thus there
could bo no recriminations in case of disaster,
and he could claim the swwhole credit if by
any chance success should attend the
scheme ;—if ever so well concocted, his own
garrulous folly generally insured its defeat
by prematurs disclosures. On the receipt
of the despatches detailing the fall of Fort
Necessity, it instantly oceurred to this
sapient blunderer that with a little care
something migh’, e made out of the trans.
action to bolster up his waning power ; and,
as the question atissue properly belonged
to the Dukeo of Cumberland, as head of the
army, and the Earlof Halifax, as President
of the Board of Trade, under whose control
all matters connected with tho plantations
wero transacted, it would bs natural that
they would be first consulted, especially as
both were men of considerable ability, and
having o thorough knowledge of their re-
spective departments. But such was not
the courso pursued. The Premier called to
his secret councils, Hardwick, Lord Chan-
cellor, and the Earl of Holdernesse, both
men partaking in no small degreo of the
worst features of his own character, and the
trio endeavoured {o concoct o policy which




