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ineffective if it was executed by all firing
with the same sight, and therefore, recom-
mends the s.multaneous employment of
two, or even three, different sights when
ever it is deemed neceesirv 10 lire nt an ob-
ject whose distance is not known with cer-
tainty,

“ Rules for firing—Depend upon two dif-
fereat principles, according as the firing is
at a defined object or at an extended one.
In the first care, the aim of all should be
concentrated on the centre of the object
aimed at ; in the second, as it is suflicient to
strike it anywhere, the apparent bottom
should be fired at, the chances of hitting
being thus increased.

‘The practical instruction of recruits and
old soldiers proceeds on these principles,
substantially in the following manner : The
firing exercises aro divided into three cate:
gories—1st, * Target Practices ;' 2nd, ‘ Bat
tle Practices ;' 3rd, *‘Instructional firing.’
The total number of rounds employed varies
from year {o year, but is generally about
120, in 1872, 170 were fired. The targets
may be thus briefly described.. They are all
made of either paper, or canvas with paper
pasted on it, stretched on wooden frames.

“TarGETS.—No 1 target is 5ft. 10in. high,
4ft. wide, and has a black vertical band 4§
iu- wide running down its centre; it is
generally used for the practices at which a
rest 18 cpioyed.

No. 2 target iz ~f the same height and
width as No. 1. but the vertical band is only
2in. wide. The whole target ic divided intn
threo bands, each 16in, wide, and represent-
inga man's breadth; the outer oues sare
pointed blue and the central one white.
Aiound the centre are traced lwelve circles,
forming twelve rings, each 2in. broad, and
numbered from the exterior o the interior
lin, to 12n. ; thus representing the vilue
of each shot striking in them. Rings 10
and 11 form a black circle 4in. thick, en-
olusIng & white centre ; these together lorm
the bull's eye. This target is chiefly used
by the men in the second and third classes,

No. 3 target is bft. 10in. bigh aud 16in,
wide, and has a Prussian Infantry soldier
painted on it. This target is varied in the
following manner : No. 3 A, ¢ Head target,’
is the upper quarter of No.3; No. 3B,
‘Chest targe.t' is the third of No. 3; No. 3
C, ¢ Bust target,’ is the half of No. 3 ; No. 3
D ‘Knee target,’ is 2{t, of No. 3 raised 3[t.
10in. above the ground. This target is em*
ployed especially by the men in the first
clasg, aud also in the ¢ battle practices’ and
*inspeotion firing,’ in these two latter
cases, the white remaining round the edges
of the figure is removed,

No. 4 target, called the ‘column target,’
is bft. 10in." high, 8ft. wide, white, and has
a vertical ‘black. band 6in. wide down its
centrey it is nsed for individual firing from
350 tp 600 metres. For the practices beyond
600 mefbres several targets are placed in
colurin, one behind the other; their height
is 8ty 'Ibip.y-;‘.the'nyv‘l_dth and their number
depéfid. on the distance and the nature of
ihe praciieé, Besides the above, these tar-
gets arg goinetimen placed in the same alig-
meit, bial-then greater or lesser lutervals
are alwaysleft between them.'’

Alk-men in their first year of service fire
in the ihifd olass; those who fulfil the
neceséary. conditions fire in the second class

in théir second year ; and those who succeeqd
in passing.ous of the second class fire in the
first clabs in their their third year of service.
Each class, -however, must succeed in fuls
filling, {he conditions attached to the *‘ pre-
paratory practice’’ before entering the
« principa) practice.”” - The conditions are
as follows : - . = :
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Third Class.—" Preparatory,” 5 practices, | * battle practices,’ and the *inspection fir-

tbe first four standing, with a rest, the last
ofthand, Each practice has five shots.
The first and second are at No. 1 target, the
rest ut No. 2, In each practice there must
be five hits, 2 of which must be in the
“band.” Distance, 100 yards. ** Princi
pal,” 10 practices, from 150 to 500 yards,

and practised alternately standing with rest,
lying down with rest, and standing, kueel-
ing and laying down without rest. The
targets are Nos. 2 and 3, aud the number of
hits necessary 5 or 4, with 30 points on the
ring target. At 800 yards thora are no con
ditions.

Second (lass.—There are 4 preparatory
and 9 principal practices, from 100 to 600
yarde. As in the third class the conditions
are strict up to 350 yards, but at 600 there
are none. lhe targetsarel, 2. 3 and 4.

First Class.~—4 preparatory, Y principnl
practices, conditions still cloeer up to 350
yards, none at 400 and 600,

Last come the result of the system as
embodied in the ¢ battle'' and *‘instruc
Lional’’ practices, as follows :

“ Battle Practices.—The object of these
practices is to apply the knowledge gained
in the * target practices.’ They take place
as much as possible on undulating ground
sffording cover. They are never executed
at the ranges unless thera iz no means nf
doing otherwise, and then the appearance
of the range is changed by some rapid works,
such as ditches, parapets, sbattis, elc. The
firing ought to be at unknown distances.
‘T'he men belonging to all three classes tnke
partin these practices ; those of tha third
classfiro nt least twen'y rounds, and those
of the other two classes at least twenty five.
The tounds are expended in the following
mauner: lst. Five roundsin volley-firing
by sectirns, in close order with bayonets
tixed at No. 4 target, or one larger still. Ind.
‘The remaining rounda are individual firinge
against No. 3, 3 A, 3 B3 ‘C/) and 3
©D' targets.  The second series is, as a rule,
fired man by man; the distance and the
dimensions of the turget are regulated for
each ran according to his individual skill.

Instructional practices, -These are only
executed by men in the first class in the
presence of those of the two other classes,
who take part as spectators. Iach man
fires ten rounds lying down, or kueeling at
distances between 800 and 1,600 metres.
Thess practices are intended to show the
eficacy of the firearm up to the longest
ranges.

“ Tuspection Firing.—1t will be seen from

"what las gone before that no one can

pass into & higher class until he has eatis -
fied all the conditions in the lower one ; and
that the * Batt » practices’ ure executed at
different distances according to the indivi-
dual skill of + ch man; hence it tollows
that there is no means of compurison be.
tween companies, baltalions, or regiments,
To supply this deliciency an examination in
firing takes place every year before the
commencement of the Autumn Manouvres,
under the supervision of the colonel of the
regiment. The programmae is drawn uv bhv
the War Minister, and io identical for every
regiment. Officers mark in the butts, and
the register is filled in on the ground ; un.d a
duplicate, signed and certified to by the
colone], is forwarded to the Emperor. 1l
necessary, any special circumstance which
might influence the firing is inserted on the
register, . )

% Dress.—The * Preparatory practices’ are
fired by men in forage caps without their
knapsacke, and with only one ammunilion
pouch on. In the ° principal practices,’

i

'sacks on, the latter either full, or contain-

ing’ the men have their helmets and knap-

ing a weight equal to ils confents on ser-
vice ; they nalso carry two ammunition

_poucher, a cooking pot, and the great coat
“en banderc ¢,
| dress is optional.”
retreating from larget by 50 yards at a time, '

In ke ingtructional liring the

T United States Army and Nury Jowrnal

| gives us the following very interesting ur-
|
i
‘oflicers of the U, K. Army obtained great
jexperienes in its use durving the late inter-

ticle on ** Military Telegraphy’--and as the

necine contest, the subject has peouliar
cvalne for the military student.

! Where troops are widely geparated, and it
(g contemplated that they ehould act in con*
"certin times of emergencics, it is highly ne-
“cessary that sure and rapid communication
yshould be secured, and what, for this pur

i pose, could be betier than the modern tele-

cgraph, which to ear improved wirfare is
‘now, as well as the ratlroad, ahsolutely
necessary, ami has {requently conduced to
. the most decided successes 7 (icn Sherman
i remarks on this subjact, that ** for the trans
: mission of orders in an army covering a
tlarge space of ground, the magnetic tele-
fgeaph is far the best. though habitually the
hmp&jr and pencl, with goml mounted or-
deriies, answer overy purpose ; but the
!value of the magnetic telegraph in war can.
I not be exaggerated, as was illustrated by
i the perfect concert of action between the
farmies of Vieginia and Georgin during
(1864, ilardly a day intervened when Gen

ceral Grant did pot kuow the exact state of
facts with me, more than tifteen hundred
miles away as the wires ran. N9, on the
tield, a thin insulated wire may berun on
improvised stakes, or from tree to tree, for
slx or more miles in a couple of hours.
L have sean onergtora e eliling inat vy
culting the wire, they would recetva a mes
gage with their tongues from a distant sta
tion. Asa nuiter of course, the ordivary
commercial wires along the railways form
the usual telegraph lines for an army, and
these are easily repaired and extended as
the army advances; vut each army and
(wing should have a small party of skilled
‘men to put up the field wire, and takeit
down when done. Thiy 5 far betler than
tho signal flags and torches. ur commer:
cial telegraph lines wiil always supply for
war enough skillul operators.’”

! 1t wus during the warof the Rebellion
ctuat the telegraph played a most con-
lspicuous part,  Within a space of three
years the Army laid upwards o! 5,0.0 miles
of wira on land and 100 miles of cairle in the
gea, This wur showed how useful the mili-
tary telegraph might be mude to carry out
daring projecis to effecl surprises, recon:
notssances, requisitions, ete. The troops of
parlisans that were constantly operating
upon the flanks of the armics, were always
accompanied by an experienced telegraphic
operntor, and important intelligence was
i thus frequently received by the leader of the
{band. o

; liven when telegrapby was in its infancy
it accomplished wonders. Napoleon owed
his astonishing success at Ratisbon, in 1809,
Lo the fact of his having established s tele*
graphbic communication between the head:
quarters of the army and France. lle was
still at Paris when the Austrian army cross:
ed the Inn at Brunnen, with the intention
of invading Bavaria and breuking through
his line of cantomments. Informed, in
twenty ‘four hours, of what was passing at a
distance of seven hundred miles, he threw




