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THE VOLUNTEER REVEIEW.

(Scrrmanann 18, 18%4,

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF
THE MILITIA FOR 1873,

APPENDIX No. 4.
(Continued from Page, 423.)

OX THE QUESTION OF HORSING FIELD BAT-
TERIES

Opinions of Officers commanding Field Bat.
teries of A1tillery,forwarded in reply to
Ciroular Memorandnm dated 13th Nov.
ember, 1873, from the Acting Adjutant

o+, General of Militia, calling for informa-
ifon through the Deputy Adjutants-
General of Militory Districts Nos. ], 2,
3, 4, 5, T and 8, a3 to whether tho pre-
sent system of supply of Horses for
Field Batteries works aatisfactorily.

MILITARY DICTRICT, NO ],
London and Wellington Field Balleries.

. HEeap QUARTERS, |
Wxeringron, F. B,, Nov. 27th, 1873.

Siz,—1 have the bonor to acknowledge
the recept of your memo, enclosing one of
the Acting Adjutant-General, bearing date
13th Nov., 1073, relating to tho supply of
horses for the Field Artillery.

With regard to the working ot the pre-
aent system of supply, the system adopted,
#0 far as I am aware, is to allow each Com-
manding Officer to make his own arrange-
ments, for the supply ot fifty horses author-
ised, each year, The owegers of borses are
paid asum for each horse, which varies ac
oording to the terms ot the order for annual
drill each year.

There have been no regulations made
under the provisions of which I shall spesak,
and Commanding Officers have only the
pay and small advantages given by the 37th
section of the Act, to offer as tnducements
to enrol., 1 donot think that there is even
ﬁower for a Commanding Officer to enrol

orses for a number of yeais, except by
ersopnl oontract,.—That is the plan which
1have adopted, and I beligve the only legal
an,
? Unwaers hero, frequently refuse to let meo
hnve their horses for more than one year,
and often withdraw them, as they say the
inconvenience to them is g0 great that the
pay—though larga enough in my opinion—
w8 day's pay, does not re-imburse them for
their trouble and loss in having their hocses
away from home.

Theo effect here hag been that tho best
horses have not been obtained, snd that
even in the two years I have had the bat-
tery, many of them have been changed,and
1 oannot be certain that if ths battery were
called out in a burry, that 1 could get those
even which were out {his year.

Now what is wanted, is & sufficient sup-
ply of the best horses eunrolled for a num-
ber.of years, marked, and available at all
times. .

By 31 Vic., Cap.40, 18, s.a. 2, itis pro-
vided that regulations may be made for the
eunrolment of horses, &c., and by ss. 96 and
97, it is provided that regulations made
under the Aot shall be luw.

The Orders of 12th March, 187y, contamn
nosuch regulations, and,I believe none have
ever been made under that Act.

1 would therefore suggest, that 1n making
such regulations the followwng jpomnis be
considered, premising that if any such pro-
visions be made, tho pre«sent puy will not be
sufiiclent to recompense owners for having
their horses ro tied up :—

1. Horses to be eurollad for a pertod of
not less than 3 yoars,
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2. To be owneidl by the person enrol-
ling—To be freo from all lions and mort:
gogex

3. To be marked on enrolment. with the
battery leiter and the!r number, and
a corresponding register, to be kept
by the Commeanding Officer enrol
ling. '

4. The owners o be enlitled to tho same
oxemption as {fmemborsof the force.
‘T'he hcrses to be exempt from seiaure,
distress, tolls, and municipal or other
license chargés,

5. The owners toreceive n certificato from
the Commanding Cf icor, which.shall
protect them ‘and ¢he horses - to bo
cancelled at the end of the term.

6. To be paid, upon enrolment, the sum
of sny §12, for each horse, and the
anmo amount annually, at the endof
each yenar ; after the first allowanca,
to he increased if a team is re-enrol
ed after the first three year,

7. Owners to be liable to fine or imprison-
ment for selling, or in Rny way dis
posing of enrolled horses without the
‘written permission of the Command:
ing OfEcer.

8. Such permit not to have the effectof
avoiding tho envo'ment.

9. No snle without it to pass the property
to purchaser.

10. Power to the Commnnding Officer to
take enroled horses sherever they
moy be found when required for
service.

11, Horses to ba subject to inspeotion and
Iejection at any time they may be
found unfit for service.

12, 'The prerent rages of pay for service
should be continued The forage
should always be supplied.

13. Some provision should be made to
reimburse owners for losses caused
by horses being retured lame, or in-
jured,

1 think thatall the above provisions can
bo mrde under the sections of the Act
respeoting Militia and Defence above refer:
red fo.

Hoping that what I suggest may be of
some aseistance to you,

I have tha honor to he, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
A. O, 3aopoxarp, Capt.,
Commanding W. F. B.
The Deputy Adjt. General,
at London,

MILITARY DISTRIOT XNO. 2

Hamillon Field Batlery.
Hamtoy, Deo. 17th, 1873,

Sm,—In referenco to the best system for
procuring horses for the annual dnll of
Field Batteries, I beg to state that Il con-
sider the present system gives good satisfac’
tion, with the exception, that the pay is not
suficient for horses. 1 would suggest that
it would be 8l per dism for thras hours’
dril), and when in camp, that it would be §1
perdiem and rations.

L beg leave to suggest another plan that,
if introduced,would work to the best advan-
tage with Field Battoeries; that ie, that
horses suflicient to turn cut the hLatteries,
be purchased by Goverumcnt, snd those
horses when not on drill, or active st rvice,
to be placed withresponsible parties to keep
and use. and to be handed over to the bat-
teries when requured, in the same condition
88 when received.

13y this system, batteries could be turned
out on the shortest notice, without loss of
ume or trouble, with the eame horses from

year to year, which ‘would plouse tho bat~

terles in & much more eflloient stato thau
they at present aro.
Hoping the above will mes’

np{)rovul.

remain your humble ser ..ot,

Gro. B. Suira, Capt,,
Commanding H. V. F.B.
To Lt.-Col. Villiors,
Brigade AMnjor.

Welland Canal Field Battery.
Pour Ropiveoy, Nov. 24th, 1873.

&n,—1 have the honor to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of tha 18th nst. ask.
ing ** whether tho jresent regulation of ob.
trining horses whenover required works sat-
isfactorily ; also if I have any suggestion to
offer. &0.” 1u reply I beg to state thatthe
present regulations do not work as sntisfuo-
torily as I would wish; under it, inferior
animals are offered and casily obtained, but
to horso the battery with the superior class

“ih your

‘T o! horses I bave alway endeavoured to pro.

cure, depends on the personal influence and
exertion of the officers, and not unattended
with a large private expense.

T would suggest enrolling. horzes some-
what similar to the present plan of enrolling
men, and for & like term of years, subject
to balf-yesrly inspection by a Veterinary
Surgeon, exempting them by ‘aw from seix
ure for debt, and paying the ownars a donus
in additjon to the annual drill pay.

Thereby ensuring a supply of sound, sor:
vicesble, and partially drilled animals at
the shortest notice, At the same time
lessening the risk ot horses dying on service,
a!nd the consequent expense of paying for
them.

Trusting the above suggestion may mest
with your approval, i

I have the honor to bé, Sir,
Your most obed't servant,
R. 8. K6, Major,
Lt.-Col, Durie,

Brigade Office, Toronto. *

Toronto Field Ballery.
Toroxto, Deo. 1873.
S1r,--In reply to your enquiry referring
to thesupply of horses for the Volunteer
Field Artillery, I would state, that Is1ill hold
the opinion formerly expressed by meon
this subject, that is, to purchase say sixtoen:
horses, and give them to some.public csf ™
tier who would enter into bonds to produce
them, or others equally good, whenever re:
quired, for which the parties would receirs
no pay—the public to supply forage during
drill, At the end of, say eight years, the
horses to be the property of the parties who
had charge of them I have talked this
matter over with several responsible persons
who are w.lling to carry out my suggestions,
Oa counting cost, a saving would bo ths
result :
Sixteen days® drill, sixtean horses,
at one dollar per day. ........§2018
To purchasing sixteen horses... .. 1600

Saving in 8 years.....ccan.. $ 418
A saving in my battery would secrue for
extraduty al opening and closing of the

Provincial Legislature, two days in each
year, umounting to $256. Total $704, saved
in eight years—not counting what is of far
more consequence, inrrorsed efficiency. 1bo
horses could be utilized for tise rensoval of
Provincial stores in loronto, for whichl
believe, 8 lurge amount is paid annually.
1n fact, if the contractor for tho removal of
Proviocisl stores wss compelled” to supply 2
number of horses, it would be Of great ads

vantage to the hattery : at presetit, ths par
ties say, it dun’t pay.



