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CORRESPONDENCE.

The DUy docs not kold itnself vesponsible far
tnelichles? = arogsions of oplnton {n communi-

voott s S ddressod tothe VOLUNTEERRKYIRW,

MITRAILLE, .

(LyrTer No. 2.)

Itis yahaps gratifyingto findlmpesnal ofti-
cers of rank manifosting such an interest in
the Canadian National Forces, s has been
shewn by Lioutenant Colonel Flelcher. But
the speculatione of regular officirs avail tho
Dominion Forees but littie. Tho * profes
sional bias,” to quote ¢ Centurion,” is too
strong.  No regular oflicer can grasp the
conditions neecssary to tho forces of an
armed natidn, which means to Jdo without
regular.forces beyond such as are necessary
to its eflicient instruction of a proportion of
the populition as officors, and such ns may
be, from timo to time,called out temporarily
for particular service, as the Provisionn) Bate
falion in the Manitoba, Suggestions and
plans for the impiovement of the Canadian
Milliia must bo the product of Canadian
minds, not necessarily of men born in Cana*
da, but of men to whr o, from long residence
and intimate knowledgo of affairs, Canada
has bLecomo cssentially ** first.”” Regular

officers cannot get out of tho groove of a

system, which we should not follow too
slavishly. The Dritish Army is a good mo-
del, but not a perfect one, and even its dis-
ciplino and punishments are not altogether
adnpted to the totally different social condi-
tion of Canada. ‘The Mutiny Act and articles
of war,ought to be superseded in ourservice,
by ¢simplified codo of military law" sanction®
cd byan Act of the Dominion Parliament—
a work which no one would be better fitted
to draft than Licut, Colonel Jas, Macleod,
CM.G. I do not sco that the servico is
even much benefitted by the Adjutant
General being necessarily an Imerial Field
Offic-r. At all events I hupe to seo that
clause of the Militia Act repealed, which so
limits that appointment. 1 know three men
at this moment who ave fit for the j:ost.
Ope of them is an Imperial Officer, but Le
hias held a militia comaand in Canada for

mapy years, and is otherwisa intimately con

nected with tho country. The Canadian
Army cannot be tinkered out of tho inspira,
tions of regular military conventionalism.
To infuse into it a life redeemed from
slavish observenco of unsuitable forms,
requires Canadian genius, or at least Cana-
dian talent. It should not be foigotton
that Americvin her hour of need, found the
leader eho required not only in the person
of her own countryman, but found him io
the ranks of her own militia, and it need
not bo doubled that Canada can produce
her full share of capability.

Colonel Fleteher displaya o sreditablo ap
precintion of tho ptindipal vauzes which
wake the aterlal of Consdlan edlillry ap

goadt as any in tho world, but it would re*
quiron much more intimatoXnowledgooftho
country to propound n schomo which would
bo any improvement oven on that existing.
It is only justice to him, hoivover, to bear in
mind that his drochure is ‘nvowadly only
tentntive and suggastivo,

1 think Colonel Flotcher ascribes unduo
importanco to tho idoa that military titles
aro becoming, ns in tho States, too common
by reason of tho retiremonts of officera from
thoir rogiments, ‘The Army List for Novem-
ber shows a retired list of throe Colonels
(one unhappily decoasod)fiftynine lioutenant
colonels and seventy-six mejors, There-
tiroments ofsome of thoso officors aro of old
standing. Ofsoveral others who still render
good sor‘vica on occasion ta thoe Forco (such
as Colonel Brunell, Colonel Darlnell and
others) it may be snid that they ought to
stand onan *unattached,'rathor thana “ro.
tired" list, a term which, as has been point:
ed out, ere now, ns an injustice to officers
whom circumstances may compel to sover
thejr connection with their original troops,
but who may ba very desirous to enter
another when oceasion may serve. At all
ovenls a large proportion of sa called
“retired” officers would find immediate
employment whero their services weuld also
be valuable, in the avent of war.

That the ratived list floods the country
with titular officers of high rank who have
naver held commands corresponding (o their
rank is scarely cither, a fair allegation. As
a general rule, Canadian officers placed in
command in situations of emergency, have
been found equal to Lheir positions.

However, it is not my purpose to find fault
with Col, Flotcher’s well meant suggestions.
e is rather to be thacked for his interest
in Canadian affuirs, Neither do I intend any
detailed criticism, That task has fallen into
bolter hands. In fact it was tho pleasure I
experienced in seeing the signaturo of
¢Cepturion?’? attached to a lefter on the
subject, replete with the practica! good sense
and knowledge which distipguished thai
officer’s communications, that led nmio 10 say
anything on tho subject,

I have not scen Col, Davis' pamphlet, to
which “Centurion’ alludes. Could you
favor me with information as to where to
procure it?

1 cannot but agree with your correspond-
ent “R.7 Let us know the renl state of the
Force.

In referenco to your remarks (very just
and true) on discipline, arising out of a ques
tion raised by tho U.S. Army and Nacy Jour-
nal, as to that of certain corps of tho Natiopal
Guard. Iregret to observe that the vicious
prinociple of eleclion scems to have been
given inlo, in the formation of ono of the
new corps in Victoria, B.C. Tt happens that
the officers selected arcan excellent choico;
but if the new Deputy Adjt. General there
docs aot put his oot dowa on thio priuciple,
o vrlll not bo dolog hils dauty,

Itis truo that tho National Quard of tho |
States stand on & fooling of organizition fur
loss favorabla to discipline than docs our g
Militia army. They receive for the mos
part little Government assistanze beyond §
tho authority .to organize, and numbors of B
Regiments ara still armed with muze load. |
ing rifles. Some Regiments are made up of
companies,each woaring its own distinct,and 3
mostly, oxtremely fanciful uniform, ths §
wholo presenting a grotesque, and, to the §
oyc of a soldier, disguslioyg appearance. But §
thero are cases in which n soldierly aud en- §
orgelic commanding officer will bo found, by K&
his own exertions, and those of his officers, §
at no small pecuniary sacrifico too.on their B
parts, to hava procured breech loading avms i
for tho entiro Regiment, and lo havoolothed §
them in the very neat uniform of the States.
L say advis®dly, very neat, for although tho |8
Amyerican soldier in thoundress patrol jacket g
goos about frequently in a state for which E
wo should send a man to the guard room,
yet in full dress, & Regiment on parade
clothed in the plain blue tunie, with whito
belts amd white gloves, light gray trowsers-§
with o black stipe, and neat chaco; arms §
and accoutrements, and the #it of the clothes) I
bearing testimony to (ho natural turn for
neatness and smartness—such a Rogiment §
is far from being an unsa{isfactory spectacle. B
Such oxamploe tell rapidly in the States. Wo |
have already seen what have been the rosults i
of awakened attention to rifle shooting, in
the establishment of Creedmoor,and wo may Mg
rely upon it that discipline and uniformity
in the National Guard will spredily follow p3
tho attraction of publio attention to existing 3
laxity. Thoso who have not had the oppor
tunity of closo observation, prompted by |8
strong interest in foreign military mattors
as bearing on our own, will not readily real. M
ize the rapidity with which tho acute Ameri- §
canmind mastersdrill and techuicalitios, and §
it behooves us when once tho right spirit |
(speaking from their point of view)is aroused |8
i tho United Siates, to look to our laurels M
as well 1 mlitary spirt, as in rifle shooting,

With regard to_the short comings of the NN
*Zilitary system of Canada, ,might it not bo H
feasible, under n newtioveroment, supposing §
it not to bo utterly indifferent to the subject
to revive, or rater improve upon. an action
taken some years ago by a number of influ-
entizl offizcis who convened 3 meeting at
Hanulton to coasider, and 1y before the B2
Department, tho state of the Force. Per- §
haps the present Government, if it really
desires Lo dv good, mightsanction a commis-
sion of officers with power to take oviderco B
The roport of such & Commission could not
fail to put the Government in possession of
valuable information.

Permit me through your columns to draw
allention to one amongst thc many slovenly
babits, which combine to debase the purity
and preoision of both apcech and wilting

| thraughout Norih Amerlcar It 18 tho use of



