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Vies (ltocs nu$ lu hnfil I.tiniil ecîp)oisib!e mr

MITRAILLU.

(LE~TIM NO. 2.)
lti i~ huaps gridat iingto find 1 nii i ili

cers of r.til mnifostig sucli an interest in
tlic Canwdian National Forces. «s lins becii
BIIewn by Lieutenant Colonel ;1etcher. But
lthe spccuittioiie ot rzgular ofiiczrs avail tiso
Dominion Forces but littit. The Il profes'
Si0iial blis," bo quota 41 CLenturioni," is ton
atroiig. *No regi:» oficer can grisp) tho
conditions neccsary to ltae foresa of an
ni-iiiec inatibn. v.1lli eitis Lu10 owvitu
regtilar.fores b<ryont1 such na -ire neceasary
to its eflic*tet instruction of a proportion of
the' joptIl1iûn .13 officers, and Sucli as niuiy
ne, froni timoi 10 tine,called out tcniporarîly
for particulnr service, na te Pi cvistanni Bat-
tailion il% the i:nta,.Stiggestions and
î'lniis for tho impioveiclit or the C.înadlian
M=ita nuât la ilho procluct of Oanndian
inindb, itot ie.ce3siliy or Mcil bora in Cana-
da, but of incit ta ivli' i,froni long residence
andi intimnta ltnamdedge of nfT.irs, Citnada
lins beconie essentiaily -1 lirst." ile-ular
afficers cannat get out of tima grooveo a
systeni, which weasbauld not follaw too
slavishly. The Blritish Army is a good mia'
del, but not a perfect ane, and avcn li dis-
ciplina and punialiments arc not altogellier
adanptotl 10 thew totally diflterent social condi.
lion of Canada. The ldutiny Act and articles
of w arought ta hc superseded in ourservica,
liy "lsimplified code af aiilitary liw" sanction-
ed byan Act of tic Dominion Parlianient-
a ivorlz whlieli amo one ivould be bettcr ttted
ta draft, Ilan Lieut. Colonel Jas. Macleodl
C M.G. I do not sc Oiat flic service is
evcu nmuch benefittd by tima Atjulont
Gpnriérl hein g necessarily an lîncrial Ficeld
Allie-r. At all avenîts I Imupe t0 Seo that
clause C'f flàe miflitis Act repealeti, wivhch Bo
liaiitliit:àplpoiatmrnt. I kaoi-rthremen
:ILt lis Moment Whao arc it for lima post.
"Ine of tiiem l isn Inperial Officer, but lie
las hielt a, nillia coniuand in Canada for
inany ycars, and is 'flhcriise intimately con.
ilecceci %viul tho country. Tha Canachian
.Army cannot bo tinlcereti out o aict inspira.
Lions of regular niliitry convcntionaiism.
Ta infusa imito lb n lire redeemed front
siavisît observanco of uiusuitable forme,
reqauires Cnadh-n ganitie, or nt least Cana-
diin talent. It sîtoulti not bc foigotton
that Amerilo' ln lier boaur af need, round tae
leader aile requireti not only ia the person
of hrr own countryman, but round him in l
flic rnks of lier atm militia, and it needi
net bo doubied Ihit. Canada can produce
lier full share of capability.

Colonel Ilecllur di.-ii1d n cradiablo apl
Prc!atom or' Iho ptincipî1i URU:SQ wldch

ibok 1.1 uLqtcrlnl O wai'uulIi 0clUcry ge

gol as amy in ltha world, but it %voutd ra'
quironmuoh noro inlimatolcnowlcdgqoftîo
country 10 propoutid a achara mioih would
bce nny impravemrml avcn on thail exisimg.
IL la anly justice lu biai. lîoivyer, to bear iii
mind tlint bis l'roclîsre is 'ayomvedly only
tcntative andi auggestive.

1 tlîjnlc Colonel Flecheir ascribes unduc
imuportance 10 tha idon Liat aîiltary titles
aro becomning, nai ftheb States, >100 coamaon
by ressot of the retircmeîits of oflicers front
ilicir regimeuts. ThoiaArrny List for Novcm-
ber shows a retireti list of' Ihrca Colonels
(ane unliappily decotased)riftynino lieutenant
colonels andi sovcnty.six niajors. The to.
tiroents afsoin ai thosa cubecrsa ro of old
standing. Ofsover.tl alliera tyîto tili tentier
good servica on oiccasion to tae Force <sucli
as Colon*el llruncll, Colonel Dartneli anti
ailiers) il May ho Sala flit tlmy ouglit 10
stand on an '4ututtacied,"rallier thana 'Ira.
tirati" list, a lerm, whicli, as bas Imeen point-'
cd out, are now, ais an injustice ta officcra
wbamn cireumsnmîces mtiy coaxpel to sovor
thicr cannection tritît their Original trecops.
but ivlio Mamy lia vcry desirous to eater
onolla er ivliemi ocçnsîort inzay sierve. At aIl
cyctits a large proportion of a.) calieti
Ilretired'l oficers wouid flati immatdiata
enuployasent %wiiero their services iveul lieuo
bo valuable, ia tae avent of iar.

Thal lte retircd lisI flootis tae country
rnlîl, titular officers of higib rank ivho bave
nover helti commanda corrcspoading ta their
ranis scarely ciller, a fair allegation. As
a generat rul, Caaadian officers. plaed iu
commandtin situations of emnergcmcy, hava
beeni fouand equal to their positions.

llowaver, IL is not my purpose bo iad-fauit
with Col. Fletcber's well menu t suggestions.
la is rallier to, bc tliankcd for lits interest
in Canadian afrairs. Neilier do I 1» tend ony
detalect criticist. Tiîft tasis has failen mbt
botter bîande. Ia tact iL ivas tha plensure 1
experienet in sacing the sigature af
t'Cutuin attache te a letter oi the1
subject, rcpleta ivith te practicdl î 00d èieuse
nd Icnowledge %vbici distînguiblieti thai
ofllcer's communications, tint led nia to sny
anything on ltae subjeet.

I bave not seen Col. Davis' pamphlet, to
v;bicli "Centurion" ûlludes. Cotulti you
favor nma %vitb infformation ns ta tyiiere toa
procura it?

I cannot but ngree vritit yoîur correspond,
cnt, Il .L Lot us icnov lime rral stute of tIme
F orce.

la referenco 10 your reatarks (very just
anti truc) on discipline, arising outof a ques
tian raiscd by the U.S. Army and .Navy Jour-
nal, ais ta fliat of certain corps af the Nationual
Ouard. I regret Io observa lIt tha vicious
prineiple of cleciion secins to !lava been
given mbt, ia the formation oi oua ai tlîe
new corps iii Victoria, B.C. It lippens blinI
thme afficers selecteti arc an excellent cliaica;
but if the mcmv Depmuty Adjt. et ucral Ilîcre
docs flot put bis IboL dolîit on LIme Priuclplo,
horam bc11 d1I10olous tii lt RY.

l la truc Lliat ltae National Guard ar tile
States stanid on a footing af argtiiztion fitr
]ose favarablo ta discipline tItan duocs aut
Miliia army. They roevo for ltae iost
part littho Goverrnateat assistanzo bcyomtl
!ha atlority tao organisa, anti numubors aI,
ltegimenls areastillt armned witît muzla Lundi.
ing rifles. Sonia Regiatants are tiade Up of
contpâniea,eaclt %warimg its own, distinct,anil
mostly, oxtraniely fancifut %uuiform, th-~
ivitola pireaentiqg a grotesque, anti, Io tirs
coe of a sellier, disgustLing nppe.trance. tl
lteora ara cases ln which n, soldiariy antd ei-
orgetia commanding oflicer %viii bu found, by
bis own exertions, aad titaso of bis oflicer,
at no amali pecuaîary acrifice taoon ltheir
parts, to have procured breccît ioading amis
for lthe emîtiro flegiment, andiiciihavecilottet
tîtem, la ltae very neat uniforat or ltae States.
I Gay ativistdly, very neant, for altîtougit the
Anierican soldier lu theunatress pitroljacîit
goan about frequently ini a stala for iviuicli
%wo aboutit, semîd a mn 1 flie guard rou,
yct in full dress, a Regiment on parada
clothcd la lIme plain blue tnii, nlith iite
belîs; 'Int whmite gloves, higlit gray trowsers
%vitit Il bicî shaple, anti tuent cbaca; nis
and i ceoutrcmeiits, tnd te ut ai' biteclatlmes,
bearing lcstiniony ta fio n:trai tura for
neatuicss and siînartness-suhi a Itogimnt
la far froin hein-, na nsatibfnolory spectacl.
Such exampla tell tapidiy in lthe States. WCo
hiave nlready accu whal hava bec» ltma resulla
ai awakencd attention to rifle sliooting, lu
tai establishment«o Crccdmaorand w may
rely tupon it that discipline anfi uniformity
ia lima National Gumîrd will sp:,cduly foilow
bbc attraction or publia attention to exisliîig
iaxity. 'l'iîso vrlo huave not lind lIma oppor
tuily of close abuecrvation, pronipteti by
strang iuîterest in foaign military mattais
as bearîng on our owi,, ivill not readily ro.il
ize tIme rapidity witît widîchthe aculo Amari.
cnninid masters drill andi techanicalities, andi
lb behtooves ns ien onuce t right spirit
(spenking from tîmeir poaint oiview)is.arouseti
mn the Umnitedi.S:ts ta look ta our laurois
as iveli u miitary spirit, as in rifle shooting.

Wlith regard to the short cominga af thme
ý-ilitQry systot i Canada, * Wight lb not bo

feaî.lble, mander a nmcmvUovernment, supposing
il uint ta ba ntterly imliffL.remt ta te subjcs
tu revive, or rater inîprove upon. an action
tlken somue ye:irs aga by a nuaiber of influ-
cntal ofli-cis tlia c>malvemec a meeting aIL
ilasitomi to comisitiar, andi liy befora lime
Deprtucaut, tc sltl of lima Farce. Per.
htaps tba presetut Govcraument, if it rcaily
desires ta di gooti, miglmtiaancio a commis-
sian of c.ffccrs WiLh îaoier ta talao aviderco
The repart o! suclu il Commission could nat
ratil 1 put ltae Govrramenl la possessiin af
valuable inrorim:tiotà.

permit nMe tîmougli saur coîumims ta draiy
attention ta ana nmangsi lthe many slovcnly
habit3, whîicli combinte le dcobase Lima punity
anti preciaign of bath: specch anmu viiîimg

xhrlBm QiI (f h 4mrlgab Xî It h tue of'

TLIE VOMITEER ItÙVIEW. trEnnuAny 17, 1814


