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division of his forco in order {0 surround tho
British that they wero Leaten by the latter
in dotail with a loss of 500 men in kille |,
wounded and prisoners, with a like loss of
258 on their sido,

The victory at Ilobkirle's I1ill, like its pre.
decessoy at Guildford, was productive of no
good resulis; it barely prolonged the final
agony. Tho British posts weroe invested,
and on the 23rd of April Fort Watson, on
tho Santee, was swrendered to Marion and
Leoe, who wero enabled to take sueh a posi-
tion as compelled Col. Watson, marching
with a dotaclunent to reinforco Lord Ruw-
don, to abandon his line of march and make
50 long n detour as to delay the junction till
tho Tth of May.

On the night of the Sth of May Lord Raw-
don marched from Camden resolved tostrike
a blow on Gon. Greene, who had retreated
to Rugeloy's Mills, twelve miles from Cam-
den, but tho astuto Quaker having heard of
Col. Watson'sjunction, decamped atoncoand
put Twonty-five Mile Creelk botwveen himself
and the British. After the latter had driven
in his pickets and reconnoitered his position
they found he could not be dislodged with.
out great loss, and therefore rotired to Cam-
den, whigh latter town was evacuated on the
10th of May, the British anuy crossing at
Nelson’s ferry and proceeding to Monk's
Corners for the protection of Charlestown,~
as its worlzs being in an unfinished state tho
garison was insufficient for its defence.,

Gen. Greene having strategetically eftoct-
cd the withdrawal of tho British covering
force, proceeded atonce to invest the de-
tached posts which had been scattered
through the country, too weak for purposes
of intimidation and too farapart for support,
thoso fell an easy proy in most instances.
Fort Motte, on the Congaree, was laken by
Lee and Marion on the 11th of May; about
tho same time Sumter captured Orangeburg,
and on tho 15th Lee received the surrender
of Fort Granby. Thus clearing the north
and north-east parts of the Province of the
invaders, whose losses could not Lo mea-
sured by their defeats, but by the nvmber
of brave and experienced soldiers and ma.
terial which fell into thehandsof the Ameri-
cans,

The retreat of tho British force from Cam-
den ensbled Gen, Greene {o act against the
westorn frontiers and Augusta in Georgta,
and Ninety-six in South Carolina were at
onco invested, the latier by the main army
while Gen, Pickers with the militia of South
Caroling, and Lee’s legion appsared before
Augusta, having first reduced Fort Golphin,
on the banks of the Savannah. After o gal-
lant defence Fort Augusta surrendered on
the 5th of June.

Ninety-six, so named from its being that
number of miles from the town of Kacorree
in the Cherokes County, ‘was originally, like
all frontier villages, surrounded by & stock-
ade as a protection from the Indians. When
it came into the possession of the British
troops in 1780 somo otherworksivere added,

the principal of which wasa star redoubt
on tho right of the village. [t consisted of
sixtoen saliont and re-entering angles, with
o dry diteh, fraiso and abbatis; but the
wholo of the works were in an unfinished
state, TLord Rawdon was well aware of the
danger with which this post was threatened
and endeavored to apprize Licut..Colonel
Cruger, who commanded ihete, of 1t,
directing him to cvacuate the post and
retiro to Augusta, and after joining his forco
to that garrison to act as circwmstances
would dictato. Advices of o similav deserip.
tion were sent fromn Charlestown, but =o uni-
versal and general was'tho dixaffection that
the inhabitants guarded all the roads and
intercepted the messengers so that not one
reached Ninety-six. Lieut..Colonel Crugor
was thereforo ignorant of the battle of ITob
kivle’s Mill, and the evacuation of Camden,
but his scouts made prisonerof an American
officer, from whom he obtained such intelli-
genco as determined him to put his post in
a position of defence. Ifo therofore set the
whole garrison to work and completed 2
series of cntrenchments, covered with ab.
batis, completely surroundmg thoe position,
Block houses were erccted in the village,
and gs the star redoubt covered it on tho
right, the county prison was fortitied to cover
a valloy through whicl' & stream of water
ran, on one side, while a stockade covered

it on the other. For the defenco ol all those ;
works thero weroe but three picces of artil- }
. army, strengthened by this force, began t§
: to mako preparations on tho left of the vil i
“lage, which kopt open the communication:§

lery, and for these a scanty supply of am

munition. The garrison consisted of 350
tmen and 200 loyal Militin, Lieut..Colonel
Cruger, anticipating that ho would be
obliged to capitulate and that treatic - would
not be respected by their countrymen, who
would Le likely to murder them when de-
fenceless, gave them permission to retive,
which they could casily have done, eith.tr to
Charlestown or Georgia, as they all had
horses, but to their honor they at once de-
clared they would take all the chances, and
turning their horses loose in the woods man.
fully prepaved to vindieate thelr claim to
loyalty as British . «bjects.

Such was tho state of the defences and gar.
rison when the Anterican army sat down bes
fore it on the 21st of May, as if to intimidate
the garrison ihe American General Greene
threw up two works during tho night within
sevonty paces of tho abbatis,—if acting
against raw militia this would probably have
been & successful movement, but the gar-
rison taught him & lesson which he did not
forget. A platform for threo pieces of ar-
t'lery was erccted in the star redoubt and
under caver of their fire a party of only thic-
ty men sallied from the fort, carried the
American works and bayonetted every onc
of tho defenders. They were followed Ly
another party who demolished tho works
and carried off all the intrenching tools and
the negroes; and all this was done in spite
of the supportof the American army without
any other loss than an officer mortally
wounded. Taught by this to prepare for a

vegular siogo the Americans agaiy brok
ground on the 2jth of May, at a distanco ¢!
400 yards, and worked so incessantly tha
the second paraliel was comploted on th:
3rd of June. Tho Agljutant-General of the
American army now summoned tho garrise;
by delivering & paper signed by himsolf set
ting forth in pompons terms tho successe
achioved, and exhorting the garrison to su;
ronder, as overything was to be hoped fron.
Gen. Greene's gonerosity and to be feared
from his resentment, and the comwmandaw,
of the garrison was assured he swould L.
held personally responsible for the con-e
sequences of further resistance. ‘To all this
Licut.-Colonel Cruger diracted a messago t
be given to the Adjutant-General for Gen.
Greeneto tho eftect that promisesand threat.
produced o like cffuct as ho was ¢otally i
different to both, and would deferd the po
to tho last extremity.

Tuo operations of the siege were now di
vected with the greatest cnergy, but evers
attempt was mot by a counter movement oz
tho part of the garrison and by a determined
and vigorous resistance which bafiled th-
besiegors. Their efforts wero quickoned 1y
an exhibition which the vanity or malignity, |
or both, of the American Col. Les furnishelj§
them with. On the Tthof June homarchei§
the captured garrison of Augusta past Ninty-
six in full view of the garrison, with all the§
parado of martial wmusic preceded by aff
Dritish standard reversed. The Amoricac

with the water. Tho operations boing cn &
trusted to Colonel Lee, and a most acrime |8
nigus feeling eoxisting against him on th:
part of the garrison ; they made a sortic o2
the ¢th of June, penctrated to the enuny: 3R
batteries, bayoneited the defenders, anif
dismounted the guns, but owing to the wan
of hammers and spikes could not disabl [
them. Thoy also fell in with the coverin; |
party of Americans, charged them vwith the i
bayonet, killed 2 number of them, anijd
brought off their commanding officer piis |
oner. ‘Lhis and other losses so enraged Lo: 38
that on the 12th of June at mid day he di- 38
rected a sergeant and six men to advanc: g
with lighted combustables and set five L)
the abbatis. Themen bravelyattempted to
carry out their orders, bub they wero ali 8
Killed Ly tho fire from the stockade, and L
was obliged to solicit a truce to bury h§
dead. .
Tho heavy artillery captured at Augusts @
was now sent for and by the 17th June the Jg
stoclzade fort was no-longer tonablo and g
was ovacuated in the night without los;
although the garrison was now cut off fron}
water they did not dispair; early on 2]
1Sth June aloyalist rode through tie Amer: B
can picquets and into the villago under fiz
of the cnemy with a message from Iod
Rawdon that hie had passed Ogdensburg and
was in full morch to their rehief. As ths
movement was known to General Greenk



