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TORONTO, MAY 20, 1881

NOTICE!?

Mr. Wi, Revell hias kindly undertaken the
business mamement of the Inpreesmixe In
the future, therefure, all renuttauces and tetters
abont the subsenption, or complamte, shoukl
bo addressed to hum, Box 2648, P, 0., Toronta,
wnd all articles for msertion, news of churches,
&c., to Managiug Buitor, same address.

Mr. A. Clhiristie, % \Wilton Avenue, will esa-
t:nue to attend to the business of the Cangregn.
t.onal Pullishing Company, includimg arreurs
for the IspurexpesTt nud the Year Book.

Wo want as many tems of news of the
churches as posstble, but will eur correspond.
ents Lo BRILE , our space 13 lmted,and we dig-
like to cut down.

RE SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The response to our appeal to!
unpaid subscribers, has not, we re-!
gret to say, been large ; many, very
many, arc vet in arrears. Is thisi
right ?

THE COMING UNION MEET:
INGS.

We trust that all the brethren
will make an effort to be in Toronto
at the beginning of the,Union Mcet-
ings, to remain until the end, and
to make up their minds toattend to
business while they are here. We
by no means think that our minis-
ters and delegates are worse than
others, in fact we hear the same
complaint from other bodies, that at
the annual gatherings those who
come together are inclined to look
upon the occasion too much in the
lizzht of a holiday, that all they have
to do is to enjoy themselves in see-
inr the sights, with an occasional
drap inat some of the meetings, and |
have a general good time. We know
that our Toronto friends, and the;
good brethren of old Zion, in whosc ;
buillding the mectings will be held,
are making preparations for a large .
gathering from all quarters. '

Thei
familics connected with the various |
<churches will gladly receive all who'!
may come.

We think the occasion a special |
onc. Subjects of great interest and
of important bearing on the future
of the denomination may arise for'
friendly conference; suggestions;
have been made on various points !
in the INDEPENDENT, winch are)
worthy of discussion, and will not, |
we trust, be passed over in silence. |
We have a fecling that no union
meeting that has been held for
many years may be followed by
such results as this coming one if
the time is well and wisely used.
May the brethren, ministerial and
lay, all comie up filled with the Holy
Ghost and with wisdom.

HAVE WE A DENOMINATION-
AL M/SSTON.

Or, having influenced other denomi-
nations with our peculiar views, are
we to draw our mantie gracefully
around our form and quietly yield
up the ghost? The letters of “ A
Practical Man™  have already
<licited remarks on machinery, ctc.
\Ve propose a few thoughts on the
root question ra‘sed.. Have we a
policy distinct from others 2 We

shall

s ence.
us disband, and carry our influence
- personally. as, alas, so many  have,

make some statements of
facts, and leave them for the most
part to make their own suggestions,
premusing that the self-satisfaction

- some scem to gather from other de-

nominationsgradually coming round
to our platform, does not justify us
in prolonging a struegle for eist-
If that is our only work let

into those other denominations.
Mere witness bearing gives no de-
nominational permanence, and that
we are a denomination winsectarian,
we trusty, is conceded continally by
Union resolutions and by the logic
of facts. (See, e g, the resolution
on page 92 of our last Year Book;
also Constitution of the Union, Ar-
ticle 1V, ete)

Bricfly then, and first, Congrega-
tionalism is the only denominational
polity which freely and avowedly
accords to i body of believers the
full nghts and privileges of @ Church
with bishops and deacons and sacra-
ments, without any necessary aid
from outward acts. Whilst for the
frcedom of fellowship and intercom-
munion it may and does invite the
endorsement of other and sister
churches, it gains therefrom no sacer-
dotal or ecclesiustical power, inas-
much as it forms from within, but is
not formed from without, thus con-
straining the life within.  Episco-
pacy, Presbytery, jure divino demand
some form other than that of the
simple Church authoritatively im-
posed, and thercfore perpetual. We
find in the local church all needful
power, subordinate to the Great
Head alonie.  \We may organize even
into synods, should circumstances
demand, with, however, the un-
doubted right of dissolving the Synod
the moment its work is done. The
authority flows from the Church to
any outward organization, should
such be, never from that organiza-
tion to the Church. XNo Synod can
blot out a Church, nor diocesan
bishop revoke a brother's ordination.
This is a distinctive Congregational
principle which nonc but Congre-
gational churches hold. We are
not arguing just now its correct-
ness, we simply state a fact, and
they who believe this to bea N. T.

| principle rightly belong to the Con-

gregational order and to no other.
Of course in this particular our Bap-
tist friends are Congregational.
Sccondly. The Congregational
denomination, properly so-called, is
the only one which owning an evan-
aclical creed, makes its creed simply
¢ angelical; which occupices in short,
denominationally, the Jvangelical
Alliance platform. Other denom-
inations are narrow as their creeds.
We occupy an cvangelical rather
than a doctrinal platform. The
Anglican Church may have Armi-
nian clergy, the Presbyterian possess
pastors virtualiy Unitarian, the Me-
thodist thosc whose views arc not to
be distinguished from Calvinism,
and among the membership of thesc
Churches all shades of Christian be-
lief prevails. All this, however, is
at the price of denominational con-
sistency. Congregationalism apenly
declares that its platforin may con-
tain all men who simply avow and
manifest the great truths acknow-
ledged on all hands as the essentials
of evangclical Christianity. In this
we occupy a distinctive denomina-
tional position, with its responsibili-
tics and its privileges. An unwalled

extension, safe, if environed by Je-
hovah's wallof fircandovershadowed
with His glory.

Following these we have a liberty
others have not of shaping oursclves
to meet the exigencies of the times.
\We are free tore-examine old foun-
dations, which, in reality, gain in
being thus freely cxamined. We
are {ree to gather from all the bene-
fits of experience and wisdom. e
can use a liturgy without supersti-
tion ; discard it without the violation
of any principle. We can put on
Goliath’s armor if protection needs
it ; put it aside, as David did, should
it prove cumbrous, and simply take
the sword. We are Independent—
not «: cach other or of God—but to
do and dare for the Master and His
truth ; we are not free to allow our
liberty to degencrate into license,

It seems, thercfore, to us that we
still have a denominational mission,
only it will take men to fulfil it
More than once the question has
been asked—* Arce we the men for
our stations ?” Lt the future work
and spirit declare more loudly than
words can utter, that we have not
been found wanting.

SHORT PRAYERS.

We transfer from the Religious
Herald of Hartford a few lines on
the above subject, and would express
our full concurrence in their spirit :—

The cffort to get the greatest possible
number of prayers and talhs into areligious
meeting within agiven time, is o burlesyne
upon genuine devotion.  The religious
showman who boasts of suchi an achieve-
ment, ought to be employed in other feats
of dexterity, and leave the worship of God
for tho<e who can engage in it without the
spirit or the show of competitive zeal. That

must have been alively scenein which more
than a hundred persons spoke in forty min-
utes, as approvingly reported by one of our
religious papers ! If it were possible to
report what was said during those forty
minutes by the hundred and odd speakers,
we doubt if any devout, intelligent person
would be cither impressed or edified there-
by. Is it not enough to wind bobbins and
head pins by the count in minutes, aud do
othersuch like dexterous hand work ? Must
we also worship God—meditate, pray and
think by a like count 1 If so, then by all
means let each worshipper have his rosary
n hand and watch tle clock. But we be-
lieve there is a more excellent way, and
they are wise who walk in it.

Long prayers arc undoubtedly an
cvil; there has been a growing rest-
lessness under them, and we are ex-
periencing to-day the strong reac-
tion against that practicc. But has
not that rcaction itsclf produced an
evil at the opposite extreme ? Short,
choppy, bald prayers, that arc any-
thing, apparently, but the utterance
of a soul having communion with
its Maker. Public prayer, whether
in the pulpit or the prayer-mccting,
we understand to be the utterances
of onc for many. The wants, the
desires, the yearnings, thc aspira-
tions of the assembled brethren find
onc voice ; this may be accomplished
in two or threc minutes, but we
doubt it. \Wec know what is urged,
that onc can take up one line of pe.
tition, a sccond another, and so on,
but do they ? Those who have at-
tended mectings where the two or
three minute prayers, with a dozen
or twenty leading, is the rule, will
know that therc i1s a large amount
of travelling over the same ground,
the same ideas, the same class of pe-
titions. We were struck with this
when present at the Fulton-strect
noon-day prayer-mecting lately. We
felt then that, we would rather have
followed one orderly, comprchen-

sive, ten minute prayer, than five of
the shorter ones.  There may be oc-
casions, as large gatherings of min-
isters and workers, where it is desi-
rable to give many an audible part
in the scrvice; it then may be al-
lowable, though we doubt its profit,
but in the ordinary gatherings we
claim that it is not well cven to at-
tempt the very brief, hurried apolo-
gics for prayer that we somectimes
hear.
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ENGLISII CONGREGA-
7TONAL UNION

Mect on the evening of Monday, the
gth inst., and the next morning pro-
ceeded to ballot for a chairman.
As some of our rcaders know, there
has been this year, for the first time
in the history of the Union, a most
unhappy contest for the Chairman-
ship.  Pcrsonalitics and Dbitterness
have cntered into the struggle ;
names honored and dear to Congre-
gationalists have been bespattered
with mire; and, as we think, more
damage has been done to the cause
than would have been by the clec-
tion of the most unsuitable Chair-
man. Dr. Joseph Parkier was first
in the field, and rallied round him a
goodly number of excellent men,
some of whom avowed that they
could not cndorse all that he had
said and done, but that they thought
the time had arrived when it was
his right to receive this highest
honor in the gift of the body.
Others—and, as it proved, a large
majority—thought otherwise ; they
declared that however able Dr.
Parker might be, he was an erratic,
unrcliable man; that his history
was full of blunders, that he had
set himself in past ycars in di-
rect opposition to the Union, and
that his policy would have destroyed
it; and those so thinking sclected
Mr. McFadyen as their candidate,
and upon him the clection fell by a
majority of 297. It would be out of
place for us to offer an opinion on
the merits of the question, and we
can only cxpress great regret that
it has arisen, and trust that now the
clection is over, the friends of Dr.
Parker, and Dr. Parker himself, will
accept the decision with a good
grace, and that all will join heartily
together, so that when the autumnal
mecetings come round, the churches
and their pastors may be a unit in
making this jubilec year of the
Union a time of great advance and

fresh aggressive work for the

Master.

THE REVISED WNEIIT TESTA-
AMENT.

This long-expected work will be
in the hands of most of our readers
before they reccive this.  \We have
not had time to give it a cal, ex-
haustive examination, but hope to
do so for an article next week. We
may say, however, that our first
judgment coincides with that of the
great bulk of English critics, and is
not favorable to the revision asa
whole.

A SKETCH of the lifc of the late
Edward Miall is m the printer's
hands, but press of matter prevents
its appearance this wecek.

WE thought that we should be
able to recognize any name that had
once appeared in the INDEPENDENT,
but, Jupiter sometimes nods, and we
were mistaken. The Rev. J. Grieve,




