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this is ver>' improbable, and cotilci oilly be possible in cascs whclrc a
river has been comnpletely fi lli with it."

4. "Mie refuse f'rom the sawv mnilis, in rany places, interfères withl
the fishieries."

For the next eighit ),cars we flnd littie or ilothing ini the reports of
the United States Fishi Conissioner regarditig the iII-effl'cts of saw~-
dlust. Ili anl appendix to his report for 1887, entitieci"Fsl.re of the
Great Lakes in 1 885," we find the following expression of opinion fromn
1-1Iuali M. Smith and Merwin Marie Silud! I The fishiermnil appear to
be considerably hampered in their operations by the prescuce of great
quantities of drift wood and satvdust frorn the inUlls. At timies this
debris covers the lake (Michigan) for miles arotund, and very seriously
interfères with the seining and nctting. The rnost clisastrotus effects,
however, are seeti on1 the fish thelniselves, espccially during the sp)aviing
season. Spaiviug groutics formerly existed in this vicinity, but tiley
have been deserted for some years owing to the deposit of saîvdust
thiereoni."

On November 29thi, îS88, there ivas started in Poresi and
Sii-eain a vcry remarkable correspoildence. tvhichi lasted tnearly a ycar.
he general topic ivas the effect of sawdust upon trout. he ivriters

Iived in Canada, the New England States, and sorne in the îvest as far
as California. Both sides of the question ivere presented îvith great
vigyor. Most of the correspondents ivere evidently keenl sportsmen and
close observers of nature, and the mily regret one feels in reading
through these letters is that soine of the meni did not test their ob-
servations and conclusions b>' experimenting îvith sawvdust. The
followvitg is a typical letter:

A CENTUR'i 0F SAWDUST.
Edilor FOREST ANI) STrREA'.

1 was deiigiîted wviti, the intelligent way ini whicb vour correspondent Il Piscator
bandled the sawdust question in vour i-,sue of Decemiber 2701. It is a cOlmf,,rt to litei
wben a weil-iniformied persani speaks, but ini tiese davs or callnow pretension experience
is tistaily elbowed back from the front.

Iu my opinion the fainous Mill Brook, of Piaitificid. Maswbich bias a record of a
centurv as the finest trout wvater ini tite Hlailsiire iiiis, supplies tbose v'cry conditions
and corroborative data whicb Il Piscator " deciares arc eNsentiai to determine what
pernicious effect the preseîîce of sawdtssî iîis uipo thie icinizens4 of niiii stre.im%-. 1litere
is a %vater p)ower wliicli carried nio lcss than tlîirtees ajfatre fifmy Vea rs ago.
These includcd a tanniery, a sawinill and factorics for iia.king brusii and brooi bandies,
wbipstocks and ebecese :tnd butter boxes. aiu of %vibci discliarged, more or iess, sawdust
and shavinsit h tramns, to say notliing of Ilbrce satinlet faclorie% and a feit bat
factory, wbose Ivaste inust have been deicteriotus to i-,Ii iife.
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