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w
i"uld pay for it. Mr. Caldwell can find all the market for
% ores he wants if he wants to find it.

Me. ¢, W. Vixcent, who recently arrived in Ottawa from
:rgland, has had an interview with the Minister of Agricul-
ma:terﬁlative to the growing of flax in Canada. Thisis a
of | * to which Mr Carling has given considerable attention
imate’ and he was deeply interested in the scheme laid before
b . The plan proposed is that certain working centres shall
e“tablished by the English company which Mr. Vincent
o Tesents, at which the fibre will be received from the farm-
. The latter is to be prepared from the straw during the
O:t’e" season, and at a time when the farmer's labor is not
lzroﬁtably employed. The scheme is of public import.
po(i:: In view of the facts which Mr. Carling has recently
ﬁbreted out. At present Canada sends neither flax seed nor
impo Across the Atlantic, although Great Britain annually
the o::: 20,000,000 bushels of one and 180,000,000 pounds of
er. In many parts of Canada flax may be grown pro-
b!y, and with so large a market open in Great Britain it
W!d be of general advantage if the Dominion could produce
"lit::r share, In this relation it may be said that experiments
At flax are this year being made at all the experimental
% and useful information is expected therefrom,

B Are surprised to observe that the Royal Commission on
neral Resources of Canada has, through its secretary,
"priy‘ been driven to defend its report from attack. More
Sing still is it that falsehood should be the weapon
"_fm‘ this defence. The particular charge against the
'&th: 18 that it advocates Reciprocity with the United States
8y than the retention and strengthening of the present
' of Protection in that country. To even the casual
°F of the report this position was apparent. In our review
I © report, at the time of its first appearance, we specially
_a:ttention to this surprising and impracticable feature—
n:;"’g because at variance with the policy of the present
4 'an Government ; impracticable because the people of
of then(l;ed S.tat,es do not want any such arrangement. Some
of g, "‘"adl.an papers took up the charge, :m(.l th.e secretary
del)ia,] mmission has seen fit to rush into prm'_t in sweeping
anq th‘ The words of the report itself are a suflicient answer,
l.ng“: CANapIAN MaNUFACTURER does well to quot-e the eRact
8ti} strge capable of such interpretation. We might quote
Onger passages, but the evidence is sufficient. The able
()19“] 'Y of the Commission should read his own report.—
80d, O, fron Trade Review.

‘lm& d

onzl Tecently stated that the authorities of the City of Tor-
.“Ph&lt tequested the Dominion Government to place refined
intg, 0’ Used for street paving, upon the free list. The Min-
caj Customs very properly refused to do this; but he
f,.ee. attention to the fact that the crude article is admitted
Not , nd now it i urged that the retined asphalt spoken of «is

fe
oy ined all, but a crude article upon which no duty

ot levied. This effort to deceive the Government is
The crude asphalt of commerce is found chiefly
of Trinidad, W.I., and it has to undergo con-
Wity © Preparation—a process of manufacture before it is

O street paving purposes. That which is now being

. oﬂegt,
In 3
. the Island

used in Toronto is imported from the United States, where the
preparation of it gives employment to large capital and much
labor. The industry of paving the streets of Toronto and
other Canadian cities with asphalt is now in its infancy, but
the excellence of such roads guarantees that the use of the
larticle will become wide spread and general ; and there is no
reason why the capital and labor necessary in the preparation
of it should not be invested and expended in Canada. Those
who desire the Dominion Government to place refined asphalt
upon the free list are not exhibiting much interest in affording
employment for Canadian workmen.

Tuk advantage of Protection to the growers of coarse wools
and to the carpet manufacturing industry is pointed out by an
American contemporary, which tells us that thirty years ago,
just before the present policy of Protection was adopted, there
were but few carpet factories there, although Americans used
more carpets than any other people in the world, nearly all of
their supplies being imported. The journalalluded to says :—

“Only about 13,000,000 yards were made at home. The
business called for only 8,000,000 pounds of wool, and the
wages paid were only 500,000 In 1870 there were 215
factories, consuming 33,000,000 pounds of wool, employing
13,000 hands, paying out $4,681,000 in wages a year, and
turning out 22,000,000 yards of carpet. Since then these
tigures have increased to 11,500 looms, 43,000 hands, 90,000,-
000 pounds of wool and 77,000,000, yards of carpet. And
while this enormous enlargement of the business has been going
on, it has been attended by a reduction in the prices of car-
peting. In 1872 body Brussels sold for $2 a yard ; in 1880 it
had falien to $1.50, and in 1890 it is only 93 cents a yard. In
the same time . tapestry Brussels carpet has been reduced in
price from $1.46 per yard to 65 centsa yard for the best
quality, and ingrain from $1.20 to 45 cents. The competition
between our home manufacturers of carpets has been very
sharp, and it has led to inventions and improvements that have
done much to assist the cheapening of prices and increase the
consumption of carpets, and one result is that hundreds of
thousands of humble homes can afford to have their once bare
floors covered with these adjuncts of comfort.”

Tnk McKinley Bill is getting hot shot from unexpected
quarters. Here is one from Mr. Barker, Superintendent of
the Norristown carpet mills, and hitherto an ardent Republi-
can :—¢ ] think that every man that has the welfare of the
country at heart will vote against the Republican party at the
forthcoming election on account of the McKinley Tariff or Tax
Bill, under the terms of which the rich can go to Europe and
buy their clothes, while the poor and middle classes must wear
the shoddy made from noils and hair, because the manufac-
turer will not pay the price for the wool. Our carpets will
be made of cotton, noils and hair for the same reasons. Where
will it end ! Domestic goods will be viewed with contempt,
and persons with means will purchase the foreign article. The
manufacturing industries of the country are suffering on
account of the poor demand for goods; to increase the cost
will Le fatal to many. I shalldo all I can, and shall vote the
Democratic ticket.”—Toronto Globe.

Mr. Barker, Superintendent of the Norristown Carpet Mills,
is a kicker. He is of that class who can’t see beyond the end
of his nose. Engaged in the manufacture of an article in
which only coarse wools, noils, shoddy, etc., are used, he wants
these articles placed on the free list. He is a Protectionist for
Barker only. He is willing that fine wools be taxed, and the
American wool grower be protected in that direction, for Mr.
Barker is not a consumer of fine wools. But coarse wools—
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