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of Mr. Chas Sterling, manager and cashier of the New York
Life brauch in this city. It is with coep regret I learn that he
has been ordered by his pliysician Lo California. If after a short
stay in California he is able to commence work again, I hope
he will find no difficulty in procuring satisfactorv cmployment
in some insurance company. I feel certain that any agency
securing his services will find in him a valuable and reliable
young man, whether for inside work or for attention to the
agency department.

I noted recently the fact that thie Equitable Life was moving
into the first flat in the new Jones Building. The offices there are
tastefully aud clegautly fitted up, besides being very cheerful
aud thoroughly well adapted for its purposes. The company
has the advantage of windows possessinng the best advertising
point inthe city of Toronto. On the flat above thewn, the name
of the London Guarantee & Accident company now appears,
and 1t is understood that that institution will be located there,
shortly moving from the corner of Victoria and Adelaide, where
jthas been for someyears.  The tendency of the insurance com.
panies and banks appears to be in the direction of King st.

I learn that Mr, A.T. McCord, manager of the afore-mentioned
company, who has been coufined to his house with a serious
jllness for sonie weeks, is considerably better; in the meantime,
the interests of the company are being looked after by Mr.
Richardson. )

All the members of the insurance profession have extended
their sympathy to the well known and respected Mr. Henry Lye,
for the great loss he hias lately sustained in the death of a
daughter from typhoid favor, who was taken off after some
weeks illness at the interesting age of twenty-one years.

Mr. Alf. Jones, of the well known firm of Medland & Jones,
fire agents, bas returned from Kentucky, where he bas been
the last two months, He Jooks remarkably well, aad, judging
from the way he is lustling around after business, he is
evidently determined to make up speedily for his abseuce.

In all new ventures there are usually difficulties to be over-
come, but judging from the promised support that Mr. A. 1V,
Dodds is recciving in the cstablishment of an adjustment
bureau, I think he will have few difficalties to_overcome in
making his cnterprise a great success and a decided Lenefit to
the fire compauics. Mr.Dodds was for nany years superintendent
of agencies tor the Western Fire in this aity. In that capacity he
proved a most thoroughly capable man, and in resigning his

sition, carried with him not only the respect but also the
g::t wishies of 1l those with whom he had been connected.

The suit over the Skinner. firc loss was set down for trial at
the Assizes this week, but I just learn it has been postponed tild
the next term. It appears that the first suit was that of the
Connecticut, but this was withdrawn, as the case was scttled by
that compauny on the saue satisfactory basis as that of the
Western and others. Itappears this insurance was placed by
the Hamilton agent, Mr. Routh, but, after the loss, wired the
company that it would be adjusted together with the other
companics_he represented.  Tlhis telegrun was received ju the
absence of the Sceretary, Mr. Burt, and was 1ot placed before
him on his return to MHartiord, hence the reason that company
allowed it to go to suit. The telegmm subsequently being
found amoug somic other papers, Mr. Burt wired, confirmin
the action of their agent as well as the settlement referre
to. I deem it only justice that special reference should be
made to the action of this exccllent company, as some of our
daily papers here have inadvertently stated that this company
was contesting theloss, At the same tine, I have no doubt the
other companics who arc defending their cases are  fully
justified in doing so. .

If the market price of fire iusurunce stocks can be taken asa
criterion of the success of the year’s work, Ishould say that
the Western and British Amcrica are both doing remarkably
wel], as their stocks are quoted 20 to 30 points above what they
were at the begning of this year.

Somic of the life agents who are doinge a little rebatiug just
now arc hugging themselves with the beticl that they are safe
from prosccution for the presenty as the penalty i the Act will
scarczly be enforced untii after the chne of this year ; however,
they wiay as well uu«!cx.\l:gl(l, thal ey me being closely
watlched, wud some time in Janury some ot them will be
brought up with 2 very sharp e 1 quite agree jn the action
being taken by soie of e nwore repectable ageots, who are
deternined 10 see it te law aggonst ebating is enforced, and
it way be satistictory o than o learn that they have the best
wishesof our excellent Insurance Sujd. J. Howard Hunter, and
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Another life company, which has for many years past led =
slumbering kind of existence, has just manifested signs that
the period of hybeination is passed, and that activityis to
replace apathy. I refer to the Economic Life, a loug established
and highly respectable institution, and one whose special fea.
tures, even in its condition of torpor, attracted attention. Jow
premiuws to which no disability is attached as in the case of
the Scottish Provident, and good bonuses which were allotted,
and vested, at each quinquennial investigation, distinguished

‘the Economic among its competitors ; and it was the subject of

frequent remark that its managers did not kuow their own
strcugth, But at last they have issued a new prospectus in
which a decidedly progressive policy is indicated. Alterations
and additions have been made, which placait in the first ragk
of its competitors as regards liberal treatment of, and sub.
stantial benefits to, policyholders, The improvementsin prac.
tice have no absolute novelty about them, but with the features
above named, they are such as will make the office a formida-
ole rival to compete with.

The Law Life office, to which I recently referred as having
shown unmistakable indications of activity and progress, hias
added another feature to its prospectus, significant in my
opinion of the present tendency of life assurance legislation.
The office has recognized the demand of the public for cheajwer
life assurance, and following the example of the Clergy Mutual,
the London Life and a few others has issued a table for
profit assurances at reduced annual payments for life. The
premiums are 4-5ths of the ordinary rates, the remaining 1-5th
with compound interest at 5 per cent. being a first charge upon
the policy, which charge is to be liquidated in whole or in pant
by the application of bonuses. Neither the assured nor his
representatives are to be personally liable for this charge, the
policy moneys being the sole security.

GERMAN STATE INSURANCE.

Some time ago I referred to the scheme for old age and sick.
ness assurance that had been legalized by the German Parlia.
ment. Since then various ruttors have been current as to the
failure of the scheme, which it scems gives satisfaction to
neither the government nor the working clusses. In confirma.
tion of these rumor, an article has appearad in the Ecwnomic
Journal, evidently from the pen of 2 man who writes bath
authoritatively and thoughifully on the subject. ¥rom bis
statcments I gather, that the chief cause of the failure of the
scheme is % simulation,” or, as 1t is otherwise called, * malinger-
ing? The latter term is not unknown in councction with mil-
itary service, and the symptom is dealt with by the military
authoritics in a drastic manner, which serves at any rate to mi=
fnize its appearance. But the German workman is a civilian te
whom no such treatment could be legally applicd, The civilian
malingerer or *“‘shammer” thercfore is the bugbear of the
German officials appointed to administer the State iusurance
law. Upon unquestionable authority, it is stated that sickoes
is shammed niostly during the winter, when work is not«
plentiful, and when the wages which the strongest ad
hicalthicst man cau earn are little iu excess of the allowance
from the insurance fund. In the accident scction it appes
also that some men will most deliberately incur injuries, fo
thic purposc of obtaining the scttled compensation, and of
mulcting the employer as far as possible ; for the socialist lead

crs, who ar~ especially active in Germany against the holdersof
capital, arc fouud to be to a large extent the iustigators of
this linc of conduct among the cmployed. It is <aid that i
cleverest malingerers are found to be coznected with e trade
associations, and also that in thc hospitals administered by the
officials of the sick fund, somne person is always present, pe
pared and commissioned to instruct mew comers in the ant of
simulation. The checks that have been hitherto devised fx

the purpose of coping with this system of imposture baw

uscless and costly.
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