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BIOGRAPIIY,

—

JOHN PHILIP BARATIER

This wonderful youth, wio was just exhibited
ny Providence upon the stage of life, to show
“he extensive powers of the Lumon mind, and
then disappeared, as if fitted for a Ingher spheto
was born in 1721, at Schwobach, near Nurem-
“wig Anspach. His fother was minster of the
“rench church at that place, having fled from

" rance on uccounnt of his being a protestant, at

be time of tho revocation of the cdict of Nan

es. He was a manof great piety and learning,
_nd undertook himsclf the leducation of his son,
-ho made g0 great a progress undar his instruc-
ions, that at the sge of five years he is said to
_ave understood the Greek, Latin, German, and
His father; surprised and
_elighted with his uncommon genius, next pro-
-eeded to teach him Hebrew, and in less thana
eer he was able (o read the historical books of
At the sge of nine

“rench languages.

he Bible in that tongue.
‘carsho could translate any part of the Hebrew

sriptures into Latin, even re-translate these
-ersions into Hebrew, an wtainment which1s
At the same age he could
epcat by heart the Hebrew Psalter, without
~aving taken any other pains to commit it to me-
uery than by frequently reading it with his fa.
Before e had completed his tenth year
& drew up a Hebrew lexicon, of uncommon and
afficult words, to which he added many curious

linost incradible.

ker.

_sitical remarks.

In 1731 Baratier was admitted a member of|
the university of Alidorf. The same vear he
wrote in French a letter to Al. Le Maitre, mini-
ster of the French church at Schwobach, on a
new edition of the Bible, Hchrew, Chaldiac,

end Rabbinnical, which lctter was published in
8 German Literary Joumal.

The Margrave of Anspach in 1734 settled up-
-+ him a pension of fifty florins a yesr, and al-
owed him the free use of th= baoksin his library.
{be fruits of his industry appeared in a transla-
ion from the Hebrew, with historical and critcal
-tes, and dissertations of the * Rabbi Benja-
-in’s Travels in Eurnpe, Asis, and Africa, con-

-ining an aecount of tho state of the Jewsin

the twelfth century.” This work was published!
at Amsterdam, wn two volumies octavn, tn 1334,
the author’s thirteenth year; and the whole 1s
anid to lave been fimshed by him in four
manths.

‘This wonderful youth, in the midst of his
philosophical pursuity, found liesure for the stu-
dy of the mathematics; and with such cffect,
that he invented a method of discovenng the
longtude at sea, which he laid before the acade-
my of sciences at Berlin, in a long letter, dated
wJanuary 21, 1375, the day in wiuch he complet-
‘ed jus fourteenth year. Finding that his letter
was well received, he resolved to maintamn and
explain lus project in person; and accordingly,
in March, following, set out for Bailin. Onlus
way tuther, he passed, with s father, through
Hall, the chancellor of which celebrated univer-
sity offered him the honourary degree of master
of arts. This flattering propesal induced Bara-
tier, on the spot, and n the presence of several
professors, to draw up fousteen theses in philolo
gy, ecclesiastical lustory, & pluloyophy, which he
cavsed to be printed the same mght, and sup-
ported them the next doy for three hours with
great applause, upon which he received his de-
gree with marks of Ingh dist'action,

He arrived a few days afterwards at Berlin.
On the 24th of March, the mathemaucal class
being ’ssembled, with all the heads of the uni-
versity, and many membors of other classes,
Barraticr was called in. M. de Vignoles, the
rector suggested to him some difficulties respect
ing his oroject on the longitude; to which he
replied with great readiness and ability.  After
this he presented in Latn the plan of an astro-
nemical instrument, which he proposed to exe-
cute, The learned Jablonski, the president,
reported that he had examined Baratier in the
king’s presence, and had found him well ac-
quamnted with the oriental languages, and vari-
ous other branches of learning, on which he was
vnanimously admitted, with the customary for-
malities, & member of the society.

On his retura to Hall with his father, whom
the King of Prussia at this time appointed to
the pastoral charge of the French church in
that city, young Baratier duected hus studies te
tiseology, and with such success, that 1in 1735 he
printed & work in Latin against Sociniamsm, un.
der the title of Ante-Aztemonius. To this book
he added a dissertation on the Three Dialogues,
commonly ascribad to Theodoret. This latter
performance he afterwards defended in a Ger-
wman Jeurnsl sgaibst some French critics; and
in the same journal he printed a Dissertation
on two workg altributed to St. Athanasius.

The King of Prussia, to whom he was intro-
duced, by way of trying the extent of lus kaow-
ledae, asked him whether he understaod the
pudlic law of the empire. Baratier was oblig-
od to confess he did not. < Then,” said the
King, ¢ go und study it before you pretend to
the character of & man of learming.”

This roused the literary emulation of the youth.
He remounced for & time all other studics, and

applied himself to this with o mucl ardour, thet
m fifteen months he was enabled to defend a
thesis on law with great eredit.

His intenso application, however, and the
cominual exercise of his mental facullies, winia
he did not relieve by amusements, or a proper
degree of relaxation, speedily, destroyed a con-
stitution which was nnturally very delicate. A
complication of complaints attacked him, and
after a decline of some months, during which
hie empleyed himself in collecting matenals for
a voluminous work on the Autiquities and Ihis-
tory of Egypt, he died at Ilull, in 1710, aged
mineteen years, eight montbs,and seven days.

The cxtensive learning of this surprisiag
young wan, neither made him provd nor ill natus-

4. He was affable sud courteous in lus be.
haviour, meck and contented in his dispusition,
frugal and abstemious in his mode of life. 1f
his ardent thirat for wisdom and intellectual riches
demands our admiration, his early end holds out
a lesson for the due mnagement even of hiterary
pursuits, and warns us nat to triflc with the means
of prolonging our bodily health and strength,
which are so neeessary to render the lughest
mental talents nonourable to ourselves, by being
beneficial to society.

NATURAL HISTORY.
——olon—
THE SALAMANDER.

Though the ancients have described a lizard
bred by fire, and exisung w flames, the moderns
have discovered that it was a fabulous assertion,
and that they have merely the offspring of 2
heated brain.

The solamander, which was once snpposed
to live upoi that element whichmust inevitably
prove the destruction of hife, resembles a frog
in the form of its body, though, Lke every spe-
cies of the hizard, it has a long tail: hike that
ammal its snout is rounded, and iis cyes jlaced
in the back of the head; the claws of its toes are
s;\mrt and feeble; and it 13 covered with a rough
SR,

Not only the salamarder, but every one of the
lizerd species are supposed to be «f a venom-
ous kind; but it appears to be the effect of pre-
judice or misconception, for they are destitute
of fangs like the viper, and have very small teeth;
as fo the saliva, which has Leen supposed pu-
sonous, no cfiects of that vature have ever Leer
preduced.

The salamander, which is best known in Eg-
rope, i8 generully from eight 1o eleven inches ix
length: when takenn the hands it impmts a
chilling sensation, and appears to be incapable
of supporting heat, as 1t always makes choice
of acool retreat, Like the frog, it scems to be
a torpid animal, and in that instance differsfrom
the rest of the lizard kind, as the generality of
them are continually in motion, 1f w2 except\ the
winter months,which are chiefly devotedto sleeps
during that period the water lizard changes ne
skin every fortnight; but in the summer iwice of
thrice iu that space,

I 4



