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6haracter. It was noV originadly a
Royal suggestion, b t, h .Vih been
Wpooted in a sort of incidentý'iway
at thQ Hampton Couxt Conference
in 1604, he, took it up with alat-
rity, and pushed the matter on
'with much zeal. Not improbably
!he wvishcd to supplanit, by a -n'ew
renderingr, the Genevan Bible;whieh
he regarded with nmuch disfavour,
and he mîight also have the wish
to signalise his reigu and glorify
himself by sucli an enterprise. The
revisors, ike those who have lately
finished their task. were divided
into îtwo comipanies, one for the Old
Testament and one for the New.
T1ajo seventeenth century divines>
hov. ever, belonged entirely to the
*English church, and many of them
éherishied feelings of keen animos-
itv to Noneonformîsts, aud ev,ýen to-
'M. . i s the Puritans of their own
'Ch urch, as is evident from the bit-
te1x.,:c.;s they displlay in the dedica-
tion of the',volurne to the Kinig.,
The publication was, practically
by Royal authority, although the
ate Pro fessor Edie observes that

there neyer waS alny public war-
rant or Act of Parliament for the
phrase on the title-page-"Appoint-
ed t.o be rend in Churchies."' But>
as a matter of fact, in England it
wa-s so read from the beginning.
In this way the new translation> in
addition to its own trà.nscendènt
monits, got its "chances of immor-
tality enormously incýreased.">

The present revision, on the
other hand>ý originated formally in
a re-,olution of the Convocation of
Canterbury in 18îO; this being the
outcon-e o~f much speakihg and
wvrtiner on the subject for several
Years previously. After aeserting

1,he desirableness of undertaking
arevision of the authorised ver-
Sion, ythe ràovers go on to say that,
quite :in aeoridance' with a re-
mark é.bove, that they "do noV cou-
template any new translation of
the Bible, or any alteration of the
language, eéxcept 'when, in the
judgrnènt of the most, competent
geholars, sueh change is neeessary.>
Certain of their nuiuber were ap-
pointed at a subsequent meeting to
fortu. two companies, and 'iV was
also agreed to request assistane
from enxinent Ilebrew and Greek
seholars outside the Convocation,
and about twerity were thus added
Vo each body. Among those con-
nected with Scotland thus invited
to, be -nembers 6Sf the revisingy
*Cômpaies were Professor Eadie,
Dr. W. L. Alexandei> Dr. A.ngus,
Professor Fairbairn, Professor Milii-
gan, Principal Douglas, 'Professor
Davidsob, Professor Roberts, IPro-
fessoi Birreli, Bishop Wordsworth
Professor Robertson Smith, and
IProfessor Brown. Bishop Ellitott
was appointed chairman at the
first Dmeing, and continued so to
the end, with urnversal acceptance.
The first meeting, was held on the
22iid June, 1870, and the last, as ive
learnfrom Professor Roberts, took
the form of a special service in the
church of St.! Martin-in-the-Fields
on Noveinher 11, 1880, when a
lesson-fiom~ the new vrolume was
read for the first time in publie.
The meetings, with the exception
of the -'first atd Iast, were held ini
the Jerisalein Chanber~.

'The version of the New Testa-
tamenit thiis prepared differs mna-
terially from t he one now commonly
lu use. Ail headings to chapters


