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laws, which are technically denominiated mnor- and obîerved , and if not appointcd by God,
al natural, and those which are moral posi- they must be of huiman appointment. But
tiue; and on that rccasion I tenrarked, that we cannot believe, that so important a con-
ail the precepts ' the decalogue, are moral ern as thig, is left merely to, human discretion.
in their vt ry natmlle ; exceit ihat part of tli It relates to a voint in whi.h the honor of
'commard now uider conia:deration, which God is conicerned, reqpecting whicli we know
relates to the particullar portion of titr.e tlat he always exerciies a hoIý jealousy. We
'which we are to regard as holy ; and 1 inti. are not, indeed, to confine the worslip and
-Inated that even in tihis there iîiglit be a srvice of our Creator to stated seasons.
aaturI fitnesR,u ith Wlich we aie not acquaint- 1 Our whole lives ought to be consiidered as,

ed. lI oppositiona tthis, however, thîre in a certain view, devoted to him; and we
have been writers of emiience, who have should .ever pass a day without the worship
'maintained1 that the whole of the fourth coin- of God. But constituted and circuistanced
.mandment wvas morai positive only ; and as we confessedly are, we constaitly need te
Ought to be regarded as no more than a part have the unlue'intiuence 6f sensible objects
(if those temporary institutions %hicli wsere on cur mindn brokei. and our attention Io
hindiu.g t the Jews, till the establishnent of 'be called and fixed for siome length of time,
the gospel dispensation, but wnich, vhîen on spiritual und hoiy objects: and for this
tiis dispensition was fully introduced, purpose, set seasons of entire abstraction.
were ali abolished, and are now no longer from the world, are of essentiz.l importance.
obligatorv. These writers admit without re. Let vs now consider thiq 'subject in th&
serve, thit there is a natural fitness in the light of Holy Scripture: and 'here I remark
worship of God, and that men are niider a that it would appear -strange 'indeed, that in
moral obligation to worship hin ; but they the midst of a code-of moral laws, intended
deny that Christiiins are bîound ta regard any t. be of perpetual obligation, we should find
specific part of lime, as peculiarly lolv. lI one, and but oie. of a mnerely cercmonial
other wotls, they ma'nitatin that the fourth and temporary nature ; and this without the
precept of thie 'decalogue, was abrogated smallest intimation that it was of a character
along witl the rest of the Jewishî ritual, of different from the rest. There was, mroreover,
whicl they consider it zs a part. a marked difference between the manner in

Tnese opinions, miy uta r 3 outh, I must say, which the ten commandnments were given, and
appear to me of vc;v dangerous tendenc.~, that which was adopted in instituting the tem-
mand to militate pointiedlv, both m:îh ieasonî porary ritual of the Hebrews. Tihe ten com-
and Scripture. Notiinîg is better kniow n, as mandments wure utteied by an audible voice
a matter of experience, than that a duty of JIhovah from Mount Sinai - and were also
whiclh we think wve ny perforn ut any time, engraved by the finger of God du two tables
is stpt to lie performed at nc, time ; or if iot j ofsttine, which were to be laid up in the ark,
entirelv omitted, is likely to bu but occasior- and preserved with it in the most holy place.
ally and of ten very sliihly attended to. Not a single cerenonial institution, unless the
flose vho purpose faithfully ta discharge a fuurth commandment is one, was given in
stated d1.ty, always, if they act viselv, fix its this manner-a manner clearly intended to
performaice ta certain $et seasons. Tihei denote that those laws possessed a dignity
find that thi% is the onîly safeguard against and perpetuity of character, which did not
fregeit and criiniiial neglect. I)oes it then belong to the ceremonial rites. These-rites
Keemii r'easonab!e to believe. that he wlo were indeed given by diiine ;inspiration to
knows wiat i iinman-who knows that the Moses, and till the advent df the Saviour,
best of men are sanctified but in part, and were doubtless as binding on 'the 'ews, as
are apt to be too muclh engrossed with world- the precepts of the Becalogue. Beut the dif-
lV objects-has left the maLter of his worshi. ferent ianner in which they were promulged

Whe imost irnlîntat matter of our existence, and preserved, seeims clearly to intimnate thc*
.wirhuut setti:.z apart aun particalar time, in 'Divine appointmen,:that the latter should
%Ibicl il sh.ait 1be seialy regarded? To be temporary, and the'former perpetuial.

sujpCîse titis, appeuars to mc liigily deroga- Again. A part of this commandment re-
tory to the wisdom of God. andm therefure in lates to Gentiles as well as ta J 6 ws; which
the last degree improbable. Besides, it is was tnot the case with any institution nerely
a.dmuitted, that a rule wias once given to the ceremonial. " Thy stranger that is within
Jews on thtis sub.ject, and I kiow of nothing thy gates," cannot intend proselytes, whether
in their circu.abtances which rendered it servants of the Israelitis,or others ; for these
more necessary ta them than it is to us. It were never accoumnted asstrangers. Gentiles,
shotild, moureu'ver, be recollected, thiat men who came en"iionmally into the land of Judes,
are bounîd to iurshiip God in their social a.e here ni oubtedly referred to. But auch
capacity, and tiis inideed is adnitted by our perso:. w. re not required to observe gacy
opponents in the point before us. But with- part o. tlie ceremonuia law; yet they are in
out iset seasons for the purpose, social wor- this ant.mand expressly enjoined t-) observe
slhip can hardly taite place-it cannot lie tIh, Sibbath, and those with whom they
regularly :îand generally attended on. Set sojourned, were required to exact this observ-
timu for its celebration, muet bu -specified ance fromn thema,


