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laws, which are technically denominated mor- I and obnerved ; and it not appointed by God,
al nalural, and those which ure moral posi- | they must be of human appointment. But
tive; and on that cccasion I remarked, thml we cannot belivve, that so important a con-
all the precepts ~f the decalogue, are merzl [ cern as this, is left merely to human diseretion.
in their very natme 5 escept that part of the It relates to 8 voint in which the honor of
command now under consideration, which | God is concerned, respecting which we know
relates to the particnlar portion of time that he always exercises a holy jealousy. We
which we are to regard ns holy ; and 1inti-, are not, indeed, to confine the worship and
tated that cven in this there might be a!service of our Creator to stated seusons.
matural fitness,with which we are not acquaint- | Qur whole lives ought to be considered as,
ed. In opposition to this, however, there | in a certain view, devoted 1o Lim; and we
have heen writers of eminence, who have | should never pass a day without the worship
‘maintaine.d that the whele of the fourth com- | of God. But constituted and circumstanced
‘mandment was morai positive only; and ' as we confessedly are, we constantly need to
ought to be regarded as no more than a part "have the undue intiuence of sensible objects
of those temporary institutions which were | on cur minda broken. and our attention to
binding to the Jews, till the establishment ot : be called and fixed for some length of time,
the gospel dispensation, but wnich, when!on spiritual and hoiy objects: and for this
this dispensation was fully introduced, | purpose, set seasons of entire abstraction
‘were ali abolished, and are now no longer | from the world, are of essenticl importance.
obligatory. ‘These writers admit without re-| Let ve now consider this subject in the
serve, that ihere is a naiural fitness in the | light of Holy Scripture: and ‘here I remark
worship of God, aud that men are under a | that it would appear ‘sirange ‘indeed, that in
moral vbligation to worslup him ; but they | the midst of a code of moral laws, intended
deny that Christians are bound to regard any | tc be of perpetual obligation, we should find
specific part of time, as peculiarly holv. In|one, and but one. of a wierely ceremonial
other wouds, they maintain thet the fourth | and temporary nature ; and this without the
precept of the decalogue, was abrogated | smallest intimation that it was of a character
along with the rest of the Jewish ritual, of | different from therest. There was, moreover,
which they consider it s a part. a marked difference betwcen the manner in
Tnese opinions, wy uear youth, I must say, | which the ten commandments were given, and
appear to me of vesy dangerous tendeacy, | that which was adopted in instituting the tem-
und to militate pointedly, both with reason | porary ritual of the Hebrews. The tea com-
and Scripture, Notiing is betier hnown, as | mandments were uttered by an audible voics
® matter of experience, than that a duty | of Johovan from Mount Sinai ; and were also
which we think we may perform ut any time, | engraved by the finger of God on two tables
is upt to be performed at no time ; or if not | ofstene, which were to be laid up in the ark,
entirely omitted, is likely to be but oceasiot- | and preserved with it in the most holy place.
ally and often very slighily attended to.lZ\’ox.asingleceremonial institution, unless the
‘rhose who purpose fuithfully to discharge a | fourth commandment is one, was given in
stated daty, always, if they act wisely, fix its | this manner—a manner clearly intended to
performance to certain sef ceusons. 'They | denute that those laws posseised a dignity
find that this is the only safeguard against | and perpetuity of character, which did not
frequent and criminal neglect.  Does it then | helong to the ceremonial rites. I'hese rites
seem reasonable to believe, that he who | were indeed given by divine dunspiration to
kuows what is in man—who knows that the | Moses, and till the advent of the Saviour,
best of men are sanctified but in part, and | were doubtless as binding on ‘the Jews, as
are apt to be oo much engrossed with world- | the precepts of the Decalogus. Bat the dif-
ly objects—has left the matter of his worship, | fersnt manner in which they were promulged
‘tiie most importand matter of our existence, | and preserved, seeras clearly to iatimate the
withuut settinyg apart any particalar time, in, Divine appointment,that the latier should
which it shuu be specully regarded? To | be temporary, and the former perpetual.
suppose this, appeurs to wec highly deroga-| Again. A part of this commandment re-
tory to the wisdom of God, and therefore in | lates to Gentiles as well as to Jews; which
the last degree improbable. Besides, it is| was not the case with aay institution merely
admitted, that a rele was once given to the | ceremonial. * Thy stranger that is within
Jews on this subject, and 1 know of nuthing | thy gates,” cannat intend proseiytes, whethsr
in their circuistances which rvendered it ! gervants of the Isvaslites, or others ; for thess
more necessary to them than it is to us. It! were never accounted asstrangers. Gentiles,
should, moreuver, be recollected, that men | who came c~easionally into the land of Judes,
are hound to worship God in their social | a.e here wi oubtedly referred to. But such
crpacity, and thiy indeed is admitted by our | persow. w.re not regwired o observe jany
oppouents in the point before us. But with- | part o. the cevemonisd law; yeat they are in
. out set seusons fur the purpuse, social wor- | this zonimand expressly enjoined t) observe
ship can hardly take place—it cannot be|the Sabbath, and those with whom they
regularly and generally attended on. Sel| sojourned, were required to exact this ousery-
times for its celebration, musy be -specified | ance from them.
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