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A LEGTEY SUIT.

A case is now proceeding before a Judge alone in the English
Chancery Division which bide fair to throw Jarndyre v. Jardynt:e-
so weII known to readerB of "Bleak Hou8e"--completely iii the
shade; not perhaps in the matter of the years over which the
litigation extended but ini the matter of days on which it was
before the Court. Nor, indeed, is there rnuch chance of this piece
of fitigation coming to an end owing to the estate being ail
absorbed in costs as in Jardynce v. Jardynce.

The disput,- concerns certain gold mines li South Africa and
involves a sum of £500,OOO or thereabouts. Although the fees
paid to Counsel and witnesses and the ccnsts generally are large
they are not likely to abisorb the whole of that sumn.

The openling speeches and -examination of witnesses took
e;ghty-six days and the hearing isnfot yet concluded. It is antici-
pated that Counsel will occupy the Court for ten days more.

INsU-RiNG A JcDGE's LiFE.

Litigants who become involved in a lengthy suit are faced, of
course, with the prospect of having to psy a large sum li costs.
Moreover, they are speculating upon the contingency that the
learned Judge will live long enough to be able to pronounce judg-
ment. Some years ago a hcavy commercial suit came on for hear-
ing shortly before the bcginning of the Long Vacation. After
trial which lastcd a month the learned .Judge intituated thiat hie
would reserve judgment until next terrn. lipaiising that if any-
thing untoward happened to prevent bis giving judgnwnt the
trial would l.ave to begin de-notvo before one of his learned brethren,
the parties put, their heads together and insurcd bis life (at Lloyd's)
over the Long Vacation in such sum as would pay the costs oi at
second trial. They agreed to treat the necessary premium as costs
in the cause. Fo'çrtunatcly odi idt be made upon the

underwriters.

LAW REPORTS.

The Lord Chief Justice of England bias rerently given publice
expression to the view that too many cases are rcported,


