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SELF-DECEPTION,

Tt is not anly a jxesible case, but one of frequient
occurrence that wen deceive themselves in the
matter of salvation.  Of course there will be no
question s to the fatal delusion of the large class
who are avowedly retting aside the truth asit is in
Jesus, sud cleaving to sume systemn or somse projus
dice which dispenses with the necessity o1 futh
Christ, kindling a fire and walking in"the light of
11, they shall lie down in sorrow. ~ But we speak
at present of tho«w who make a profission of furth
in Christ. and lny clmim to the hope of the gospel,
and we venture to repeat that even amongst them
there are many who deccive themselves, und inany
who are deces ed by teachers, who say preace when
tacre 15 no peace, and one buildeth a wall, apd lo
aunther daubeth it with untemnpered mortar,  Yet
there 18 no necessary uncertainty about the great
question of existence, the way of salvation is not
obscure, nud the marks of a true faith, plunly de-
scribed in the word of God, are all practical and
easily discavered.  The sclf-deccn‘ue are wilfully
and willingly deceived. The god of this worll
bhinds thear minds,  ‘They lov8 their sinsand megu-
dices too well to ook iute the truth, orthey are too
indifferent to enquire for it, or to proud teo bow to it,
Having once made n profession they love their case
too well to suter themselves to be disturbed in their
secunily.  Like the foolish bird of the desert they
bhury their heads in the saud on the approach ofdan-
ger and blindly wiut to be dustroyed,

We often here a few suggestions which are de-
signed to be adapted to the previnlmg dehisions of,
the present day, which may assist honcst enquirers
amonzst us to determune how fur men may go in
a profession of religion, and i anapparent religious
cxperience, and yet comeshort of salvation. " And
in doing so, we may take it for granted that nothing
which is common to us aud devils can be any
§round to hope forsalvation. Our Lord said to the

ews ¢ unless your rizhteousness exceed the right-
eousness of the Scribes and Pharisees ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven,” And
with still greater emphasis, we may say unless
Xour faith and your experience exceed that of

evils you must share their condemnation.—This |d

being granted we suggest:—
L. That no extent of speculative knowledge of
God and his truth, no orthodoxy of a professed
crecd, go intimacy nor accuracy ofan acquamntance
with Scripture can be any proof that a manis a
Christian. The a
worthlessness of a dead faith cites the case of devils
¢ Thou believest that there isone God ! thou doest
well: the devils also believe.>> The truth that
there is one God is all that there is here mentioned,
but a little reflection may satisfy any one that much
precious truth is included in this summary of the
creed of devils. The natural faculties of those
-angels who kept not their first estate are not ob-
literated by their fall.  And the remembrance of
truth learned amid previous advantages, though
mverted, is notdestroyed. Now originall{ethey
2 place amongst those who always behold
the face of God in heaven, and consequently en-
joyed heaven and clearer views of the divine per-
fections than mortal frailty could bear. Anold
divine remarks, ¢ The devil was educated in the
best theological school in the universe, the heaven
of heavens.” He saw the divine wisdom and
might at creation, when ‘ He spake and it was
done, commanded and all things stood fast.” He
saw the divine goodness, as it was enjoyec in Eden;
he has seen the Divine holiness, as it shines from
the eternal throne; he has scen, nay he has
enjoyed the Divine love as it beams in heaven;
he has felt the Divine justice around with terrible
wer in his own fatal overthrow. He knows,
e believes it all, but it is neither sanctifying nor
saving.
But this is not all, he knows God’s revelation of
race 10 a perishing world. He was present when
first intimation of mercy was made to man.

postle James when ¢ ¢posing the | God

With the heentiss of insutiable molignity he has
watched the whole counse of God’s dealings with
the church mut the world, He saw when the
waters of the defuge wse around tus stiickmg vie-
tms; awl when the bow ol pnonuse grected the
eyves of the tew who were saved by water, He
siw when fire ce dowan fuoms Heaven on the
cities ol the pluin § and bistened when Gad said 1o
Abraba, ¢y thy geal shall oll nations of the
carth Le blessade “Uhe whole tuth reganding the
rerson ad work of Chirist he hnows, e beard
Jo¥ 1o the earth prockumed by the heavenly host.
and the voice from heaven gay, * T s 1s iy be.
loved soi?”  He learned the poser of hi whom
men despised, it the wilderness 3 and wmany an
after contliet, til the conquervr could say, 1 be-
held Satan tall os bghtuing trom heaven s sy,
till he himselt eried owt as he quailed beneath lew
glance of hohiness, “ I know thee, who thon art.
thou holy oncot God.”  He was there m the Leat
of Judas, when he went out ol the upper so0m,
plottng the treachery —there in Getlisenmane, seek-
mg to silt the discaples when the Master”s soul was
s exceedng sorrowlul, even unto deuth,?—~there
exultinyg when they nauled the Prince of Lufe to
the tree—there, shivening beneath these wonds of
doom, when Jesus said, “ Htis finished,?—there
when the victor spoiled principahities and powers,
making a shew ot them openlyy All thus hie knows
and believes, but it is not sauctilying or saving,
‘The after progress of the church of Christ he
"hay watchal, as only an enemy can watch, He

the Gospel, as it way proclaimed by Apostles. He
has heand the sweet Psalnnst sing—Paul preach—
and John plead,  He has witnessed all miracles ot
power—all miracles of grarc—=kyows all the
awakenings of sinners—all the experience of saints,
and all the testimony of martyes. He knows the
Scriptures by rote; and does not doubt the truth of
a single fact there recorded, or doctrine inculcated.
But all tius, so far from being saving, only inti~
mates how certainly he will meet a coming ve..~
gence, and how tesribly he has yet to learn the
wrath of the Lamb.  After this, what man shall
build his hopes on the extent of his knowledge, the
accuracy of his conceptions, or the barren ortho-
doxﬁ:f his creed. Our faith must exceed that of'
ev

II. We suggest that no vividness of our im-
srcssions ofdivine things, no desires of salvation, no
istressof mind in view of coming wrath, no pungent
convictions of' sin,and no deep sense of condemna-
tion, can be any proof toa man that he isa childof
. Devils are not insensible to the truth they be-
lieve—blinded men alone are indifferent. Devils
have a lively sense of heaven lost, and hell to be en-
dured. They can weigh the realities of the invisible
worldagainst the trufles of time; they believe and
wremble. With what eamestness they languish for
some ray of hope of deliverance, their trembli
nprrehension may tesufy. Convinced of their
folly, convicted of guilt, in view of a righteous
retribution, they tremble. But yet multitudes
amonsft us have no better reason to give for the
hope that is in them. The grand delusion of Satan,
in our Jay, is, that this awakening of the law, this
conviction to sin, this desire of salvation, is a
Christian experience. The need for a full ex|
sure of the cheat, is the more urgent, from the fact
that churches, calling themselves evangelical, and
preachers, boasting of superior zeal sanclity ;
and especially such churches and preac'.ers "at
times when they professto be under the immediate
guida.nce of the Spirit of God—set their seal 1o this
elugion, Terror, remorse, convictions of the law;
with the desires and resolutions theﬁomspire,are
recognised as evidence that men are born of God.
It is awful to think of, when we turn to the book
of God, and find that what is sufficient to secure 2
place in a professing church, may yet come far
short in degree of the experience of devils. The
terrors of such young converts are often nothing
more than frightful impressions of their own ima-
ginations, or produced by revollin% pictures of
other men’s fancies. which have no foundation #

has learned the wisdom and the power of God

the Wonl of God.  But were they real awakene
ingy, prciuced by a view of things as they really
are; by correct views of the wuys of sin, and the
awfulness of falling into the hands of the living
Goitwonld be no more than devils constantly
expertence 3 it would be no more than all the lost
will one day experience, when they shall say to
the rocks, ¢ Fall on ue, and to the mountiti,s, co-
ver us from the face of Him that siteth on the
throne, und from the wiath of the Lamb,”? The
remorse and conviction ol sih young converts, is
often superficial and transient ; but, however decp
that remorse may be, it will be exceeded in that
place ¢ where there is weeping, and wailing, and
gnashing of teeth 3°? however thorough that -ou-
vichion, it is but anticipating, by a little, the work
of that day, when every mouth will be stopped,
and ull the world become guilty before Gud,  Itis
passing strange that men should be so deluded as
to tahe that as evidence of udoption into the family
of God, which will be the most seusible experience
of those who shull be forever cast out from his
wesence.  They may be convinced of sio, of the
utter msufliciency of their own righteousness, and
of the justice of God in their condemnation 3 they
may shed floods of tears, and cherish daily desircs
of salvation, and utter daily promises and vows.
But are not devils convineed of as much? Those
will be convinead of it all, mo-tthoroughly, to whum
the Lord shall say * Depart from me, ye cursed.”
There will be as earnest desires amongst those
who knock at the closed gate, crying ¢ Lond, Lord,
open unto ws.”?  There will be us loud professions
amor;gst those who shull say mto himonthat day,
“ ,» have we not proplicsied in thy nawe, and
cast out devils, and in thy nume have done many
wonderful works 12 It is truc that the truc Chris~
tian, also, has had his awakenings, convictions,
and desires ; but he has more,  Andsurely it can-
not be necessary to argue further, that unless our
experience, as well as our faith, exceed that of
devils, we cannot be saved.

These suggestions may rcach the eye of some
who have been flattered into the beliet’ that such
an experience as we have described, was their
conversion. We would caution them against es-
caping the salutary conclision to which we would
icad them, by falling back upon their sincerity,
We do rot charge them with deliberate hypocrisy ;
but ifthey are as sincere as Saul of Tarsus, when
he persecuted the church, thinking that he did God
seivice, they are deceiving themselves. We
would caution them against falling batk upon a
certain satisfaction in the truth, ‘those who re-
ceive the seed in stony ground, are they who hear
the word, and anon with joy receive it} but they
are deceiving themsclves. We would caution
them, also, against falling back upon their alleged
zeal and activity ; they may be as eatnest as those
blinded Jews of whom Paul testifies, ¢ that they
have a zeal of God, but not according to know.
ledge;”’ and as active as those pretenders, who shalt
say, ‘ have we not prophesied, and cast out devils,
and done many wonderful works in thy name ;»
but they are deceiving themselves. We press
them to be honest and unsparing with themselves ;
for it is not yet too late to change from the sandy
foundation, and build upon the rock.

And what shall we sa{ to those hardened,
blinded churches, which, such delusfons, are
swelling their numbers 2 to those daring, god-
less me~, who, by such delusjons, are mtﬁtiply-
ing their triumphs, and swelling their loathsome
reputations? ¢ Thus saith the Lord, I will break
down the wall that ye have daubed with untem-
pered mortar, and bring it down to the ground, so
that the foundation of it shall be discovered, and it
shall fall ; and ye shall be consumed in the midst
thereof; and ye shall know that I am the Lord.
Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon the wall,
and upon them that daubed it with untempered
mortar,” If the{ will not abandon their delusions
for pity of beguiled souls, let them think of the
fury they are provoking—the stormy wind-~the
overflowing shower—and the great Ll.lstonet of
the Avenger.



