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We perceive by our late exchange papers
that the Board of Education are about esta-
blishing  Agricultural  Schools and  Model
Farms, in every county in Ireland, and the
reports of thos~ already in existence are most
encouragit g, to carry out fully this plan for the
amelioration of agriculture in that country, Tt
is stated that where competent persons have
heen appointed as masters, the scholars have
received a sufficient education, together with
instruction in the art and practice of agricul-
ture. The farms are in general small, much
too small, we would suppose, for this couatry.
The ordinary sized farms would, perhaps, an-
sver here, but we should prefer them to be
larger, where lands can be had so cheap, and
they would always be increasing in value. Tt
is time that some action should be taken in this
matter in Canada. The plan is universally
(we might say) approved of. We have writ-
ten and published a great deal in this Journal
on the snbject, but that is all that has yet been
done towards the establishment of what could
not fail to prove beneficial to our country.
Much is said about the want of funds for the
purpose. We have from our first arrival in
this couatry hear! of the great value of the
Jesuits’ estates, that should have been appro-
priated to general education. Are not these
estates yet forthcoming, and might nota portion
of them be applied 1o the establishment of Ag-
ricultural Schools and Model Farms? We
cannot understand why there should appear
such a disinclination to have the rural popu-
lation receive an edueation that would be con-
nected with the business they were to be em-

ployed in for life. In a furmer numbcr of t}ns
Journal we stated that the whole bent of the
cducation of farmers® sons is in a contrary dJi-
reclion to the profession of their fathers,
that proposed for thewselves to follow. Tt is
not so with other professivns. They have
some school training to fit them for the prac-
ti-e of the future business they are to be em-
plosedin. A farmer's son, on the contrary,
during the period he .ttends school, may have
never seen even a bo k that had any reference
to agriculture—and he may leave school as
ignorant of all that relates to the business of
his life, as if he had never been at school—in
fact he comes home fit for any business rather
than a farmer. It is time to put an end 10
such absurd teaching for farmers’ sons, and we
are firmly persuaded they should not attend
any school where suitable agricultural books
are not provided for their reading, whether
the aster knows anything of agriculture or
not. To be obliged to do this would not unfit
them for other business. There is a pressing
necessity that youths should be instructed in
such a wuy as may be the most useful to them
in after life.  We would think it an absurdity
were we to have our children instructed only
in the language and figures of the Chinese, al-
though they mighi“never see China or any of
its inhabitants. We conceive it equally ab-
surd to have the whole tendency of the educa-
tion of the farmers’ children directed to fit
them for other occupations rather than their
own. There are numerous publications on
the subject of agrizulwre, that might be very
properly introduced in schools, and would af-
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