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*XILAIATOuv AN"S 1PIIATICAR. priestly office. God save king Adoni- t

NtbT]9S. ah. The customary acclamatioi. of a new

Verse 22. While she yet talked. ng

Bath-sbeba, the îjueen. and motter of Soiemun, 26. But me. Nathan himeelf hadl nct

was in tte preseîice of David, givicg ici infor- lcen invitedl, hecause hie was known toi be

miation cf Adonijahts cosnscy Nahn redi cSlmn Zadok 'ihe priest.
He was to Oaci,1the faithfcl friend, the prudent Bielonging to the ine of Elcazar, as Aliathar

counisellor, ami the ispired mneocenger of loti. to the lice of Ithainar. Rcth priests exercised

The prophet. Ttc proptets were men Mbc office, and, were probably opposed to each

liveil in communion wjth Gcd, and iuctrikted otbcr's influence. Benaiah the son of

the people in religios truth. Some cif them Jehojada. The chief cf Davida' bcdy guard,

pcsssdgfts f inspiration, ami bore (lod's and a brave suldier; who M'as ricing to influ-

mnessaes to kings andi peuple. Also came ence above the veteran Jcadb. H-is exploite are

in.Tci the palace of King David, who was narrated 2 Sain. 33. 20, 21. Thy servanlt

00w in cld age and infiricýty. Solomon. He was passeil over in the invi-

tations hecause lie wau knwn te te aasirant

23. They told the king. Nathan for the crcwn, and dlesignateil by the prophet

entered the palace, but diai not cuinie iîitc the as David's successor.

king's ci amnlier ontil summonedl ami at bis

coming, Bath-stelia retiredl. Ver. 28. He 27. Done by my lord. Nathan weil

bowRd himseif. Tiiere %as evidcctly far knew t1iat it was against l)aviil's will, but put

more cereciîî i. Daviil's ccurt thaîi in Siaulsa, his statenient ino the form cf an indirect

as was naturae with the grcwtli anti prccperity question, to gain an answer. Not ehowed
cf the kiîîgdom. As the king was ttc repre. it. As the etief counselor and ivineiy.

sentative cf thc Alîîiglîty, eveli tlîe prophet appointeil prcphet, Nathan înielt expert te

bowed low lîefcre hiîn. 1. H-e Mhlai faitbfui share Ste knowieîige cf the king s plans. 3. It

to Cod is the most loyal te thc State. iMe in puii mattera to take ccunisel with

24. Nathan said. There was courage, c'o Oý. ai nwrd i
sgtatasmanstip, and

1 religion in the coîîduct cf 283, 29. KigDvdanwrd i

Nathan :courage, for if Ailonijali's pla bua wcr'ls aeats werc thos cf a king, wto knew

succeeîieî, lîinîself antI aIl ttc friecîls cf Solo- lus own will. and gave prompt dlirection for its

mcn wcîîlî incvitalily have leeîî put te îleatb e; ctin Cail me Bath-sheba. Who

states i maustip, in *~reiu'ig wliere ttc troc ta go.ie oct MhcNathîan eîitercd the roomn.

interests cf lsrael a , and in prcoptly Mork- Asth ord liveth. Notice bow every

ic for tlîemi ; religion, lîccatîse as prophet te atcDaii performed le Goels came. 4.

knew that Soloc was Gcd's etoice as ttc There is a profane anîl there is a reverent use

successor cf David
1
. Hast thou said. îîf the.toli.naine in oîîr speech. Redeemed

Literally, I'thon tast said: " no questio 1uein, i m soul David neer forgct tisat it was

asked, in oruler te mate the lisclaimer cf Davii (ods tanîl M-icb liai
1 

leil and preservedl and

mcre cîîîpbatic. Adonijsb ehall reign. îîplifted, hlm. 5. Let os always ses and owc

Ailonijat M'as a mi between tbirty and forty Coul's mcrcy in or lires.

years clii, acii the cext in crîler cf David'@ wa no he ed c

sono after Absalosi. He wns hanîlsome, vain, 3.1serut he ed o

and ambîitions; lout cowarîlly, since lie ce- know M-hec this promise cf Davidi was madie,

noonceil bis plan d forsook bis frienîls at ttc buti it was dculîtlessi onder a divine dlirection.

first news of oppoition. His failurs v-as for- Solomon- .... shall reiguI. Solonîcc, ttc

tomate for leracI, for lii, sîccess wouîîî have yeunger soc cf Davidi an(l Batb-shba, Mas

be a world ly prosperity, Mittout the spiritiifi choseli as kinig tc tlîe exclusicn cf ttc cler

ranchte cf Soloicon'a reign. 2. Cnot knows bow sons cf David, hocmme in tim Davidi saw those

ta ovsrriile Mueketi ambition lu ttc acc'umplisb- kicgly î1 calities wlîlct would mate bis ttrone

ment cf lis cwn porpcscs. illostrios andl religions. This day. H-e
prccceeis at once te fuifil bis cachier promise.

25, He te gone down. To bolil at 31 32. Bowed with hier face. Grate-
En-roeei a fast Mict M-as tu inauguirate bis fui fur this plerige, wblcb was wittout dooti

accession tc thîe ttrone. Slin oxen. At ttc means cf savicg bier lifs from ttc bande cf

oriental feas ttc animals tu te satan are claie Ailoijatsa partisans. OfIhI me Zadok...
on tte spot, immediately bsfcrs the bianquiet. Nathan- ..-.. Bensaah. Tbree cf ths bigt-

Called ail the king's sons. There were est persocages in ttc court, andl most ictimateîy
living as maîîy as fitteen scno cf Davidi, sacb cf oiaewthhekn hehgprste

wtom had his oMIl littie ccurt acnd family. soitdwt t în;tebg.ret h

Aýioijatsa porpose was ta enliai as mny as roptet, andi ttc chie fof ttc body-goard.

possibls cf thîe royal soussboid in bis con. W~eir pîrssence would show that the corocatice

spircy.h The captains of the hoat. cf S*ciomon was l'y David's orders.

Joat, th omnlsr cf ttc army, andl bis 33. The servante of your Lord.

immeulate fcllowers. Abiathar the The royal body-gcard, compcsed cci cf lsrasl.

'iet. He tail bec tte friecri cf David inl ites, but cf forsigners ; andi called " ttc Chers-

bis lwandcàrings, tut bild perbaps become jealoos thites andi Pslsthltes." To ride uçon

cf Zadok, wto was aeociated witb hlm in the mine own mule. Ttc animai set apart for


