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*1Ifi such aresuit is, to be effotçd it muet! be largelyowing tQ the
touchir)g8 of those to whom is çmmitted the task, not only of'
atoring the memories, ani forming the manuers of the, riaing
*genevationei biut also of rnoulng tLeir. taste8. In the fou consoioes-
ness of this, 1 commend my subjeo.t to your earnc 3t~ consi41eration
elosing with the refleetion which 1 wîah to luave upon your minde,:
-The sense of the need must precede the demand, whiuh will bring
forth Hand-booka of Art,, 'Sehoela of' Design, and other more
advAnced.agenoioa .towal'!ls the end in view.
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Dante, .Petrarch and-'Boccaccio.

13y CHAS. E.MoYSE :13. A.

*ITÂLy,. The dawn: rise of the first Italian literary triumvirate,
Dante, .Petrarch and. Boccaccio. The history of Italy is the history
ot' fend. When Pante was born (1265), acli et' the great cities'in
the north of 1taly spoke a dialeet which ite neighbours despised;
eachwasthe ceîitrô of a political aetivityesentially its own. Hleart-
stirring confiet called forth the energies of-the firat ItalianI itergry
-triuini'ate4: -Florence, Pante'a birth-place, was- conapicuonas in
.l4e,'strife. To understand elearly the position of affaira, theliis-
tory of the Guelf-Ghibelline factions should be studied. Their
sour,çe, vas Germany, -then inmporially one with Italy. The Italian
cities. vere mainly.Guelf, the rables Ghibelline. Dante fought on
the Guelf aide> (Campaldino) but wI4én the Guelfs leagued. with
the -Pope anid rendeavoiùred to iintroduce Frenchi rule into, ItaIy,
Daiite ohanged aides,- becanse Ghibelline meant national unity, and
the remnoval ofItaly'a.cancer, a thoroughly debased iùhýýfreh, aim-
ing at-temporal power., *I)ring ])ante's boyhood Florence w4s,
fta>nous for commercial enterprise and for fine .art--Rmabue,
MichageltAngelq, o When Dante began literary work thetroubadour
elenientwa8s ýrA~4g; thiselementwas blendedwith Nieo-Platonism.
eQya1,tvy.,agd nobility ail -over the aouth and west of Eure
jne#kýthIw4ane of, -the troubadours, ichard 1 of England-among

th'em,,. .TL4ies, imbued with troubadour spirit instituted Courts
-o«, ýovç,.which- tried n Platoniç fashion, every k.inc pf love .prob-
Leprý Th4ese courts ,drew Up. Iong cQdesý of bovýe. - Troubadour
ipwise expreased, itself aksoin .Floral GCmes, of whieh those, df

283


