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TH-E VIRGIN 0F THE VALLEY.

k the valley ot Ambato, in the distant Argentine,
'l'le Choya Inclians labor 'neatli thle cinnamon andi vine,
Or kutcel %vith child-flke feri'or at la Verg-en del Valle's

shrine.

~. /A Vz»-.g-o pttrzsszim(, diviniely innocent,
Xi'et majcstic of aspect, in eacli chiselled lincaînent;
Chiidc-g-race andc love inaternai in exquisitc beauty blent.

Lomg ago, so run their legends, dimi centuries ago,
Erù foot of missionary hiad crossed the Andes' suiow,
Angýels brough t the Lady's image to its rock-shrine in the glow

-if the spirit-haunted rnooiibeams. Thiere iii flhe rorning Iiglht
CSnîiledi shie on lier sava-e chiildren froni lier niche's gentlehegt
Ami i tvgazed in brcatliless %vonder on the vision strange and

Soon i lie% learnied to offer hornage to the Dauc,-hter of the A ir:
T.) laý their sinmple joys and sorrows in her present-e bare,
\ýiJ boxv in adoration to the Greater Spirit there.
Ai lengtlî, far over oceans, camne a priest, a lîolv onie,
Wlio told the woîîdering Indians cf the Virgin andcllber Son,

Aixcl thev ledi hirn to the wvilic xw'heîe Mary's gracious intag'e shone.

Silli in lier i-ock-tliroted nmajesty Arnbato's Vigistanids
But bias becîî crownecl witlî -ger.s and g-old by consecrated bands,
Aimi before lier pions pilgrinis kîîcel froni nîanv distant lands.

E.- C. M. T.


