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A FORGOTTEN INDUSTRY.

H E rnajority of the youth of our country know very littie
'iIabout the customis and life of our pioneer forefathers,

whVlo carved their homiestcads out of the unbrciken
__ - oresis whiich ait one timie covered Ontario and Quebec.

Forrunate are the few. %viho have hear. fi-oni the lips of a grand-
faither or grrea t-g-randfa-th er a description of thaï: life!1 They will
certainlv cnerish tht± mernary of those unselfish meni and appreciate,
more th'an ollhers Cali, thieir earlv strwrgtles. A Ièew authors have

g-iven us ini thieir stories a pretty g<ood idea of life iii those early
limes, but iucli more coulci be wvritten, which would miake vers'

profitable reading, and serre to inspire the rising- g-eneraîion wt
a grreater reverence for thieir ancestors. In thiose earlv trnes there

wterc no luxuirie.q. Mfen had to %vork vers' liard to, raise enoughi

on their smnall -"clearances" to sustain tl;.eir failfies, to sa3 noth-
*ingr of ml]ahing imiprovernents on their properties. Money circu-

lated very slow1y, as the requiremnenis of life wvere so, few that they

could ail bc supplied froin the characteristic: village,, store, and pur-

chases there ivere nxistly made by harter. However, there -%vas
onc industry, a natu rai oîîe, iwhich gx;ie the fariner the opportuniuy
of acquiring a littIe ready mioney, and thai was the mnanufacture of

pot ash, peart-ash and saleratus frorn crude ashes.
There -w-as no lass ta the farmer ini Ihis industry ; it 'vas adi

clear profit. 1le was uncler the necessitv of cliea.ring bis land for

cultivation, and the aperation placed more xwood at bis disposai
than he'neededi for biis own uise, while l'or the overplus thiere %vas

nonarket as the lumber trade had nat developed sufficiently. The

famrburned bis overplus of tiniber-aniiin the asines thereof lie

fouild a means af gain. Later on. %vlen a demnand for timber

aose, only the branches and such wood as couid not be sold were
burned ta produce the moiiey.mraking ashes.

Teîarket for thi roctvas usually the nearest village.

lere some wcalthy r-in liad located, in i what lie considercd a
promising business locality, and liad erected wliat 'vas calied an

«sherv.> The asiery praprietor was an ail-rounid businiess r-r-an,

inLwrCanada lie wvas generally the seigneur; he owned a


