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THEJ IIEIIER SUR DID NOT

It %as never set cown in black and white.
The lovi,,g letter she did not write:
She ilioug,'ht it out as dite bakel the bread,
As site nitnded the sîockngs aud made the b-d
She wvove its teautiful sentences through
The mornngs work that was fiers ta do;
But it neyer %vas written witlî iuk and len.
lk.r the boys came home (tom sehaut, and thea
She hadni a chance in black and white
Tu scrbble the lettWr she did net mite.

fi never was dropped in the corner box
Which the Iithfui posman's key unlocks;
1 never %vas even beciun you sec.
ThSlgh it throbbecd with a truce heait's constancy
t*lie (a-away snother, tht fritud beoved.

The kioscîan dear, whern it must have moved,
WVetauchlog htr band ith tender chail,
Weit huiding her tâtait in insistent gnasp.
But it nte-cr was sent on its blessed flighit.
Tht drearn of the letten she did not Write.

Slîe î:avc nia trying the thing ai ast.
\Vhîeî tht busy day was alnst pait,
1.;l>j ih whthe measunt tram Sun to Sun
Of the woman's work which is neyer dont
The duties sacred which yet item sliglt,
Tht litle wrungs which must be set rigbt.
She haitl osnd lien paper and taken ber scat,
WVhen the balîy wakened, " Ilush. my sweet 1"
And Freiidy lhrought her a puzzlieg bmn
And Teidv denrenea ber witb is dum;
Na wonder st faded quite eut et sight
Tht dcar hoenelettet ahe ineant te write.

Bunt ye, ah vet ! wene tht wavcs oi air
Net sirred by ber tender, wordless jîrayer ?
And did net lier loving henn, fuitltain.
hend outlits cry ta her awu and pain
09 longng biin? in a subtle way
A tleasure deep ho tht waning day,
When samebaw she Cltihiat an answer bripht
Ilad cnme te tht letter she did net write ?

-Afareart E. Sanos fer in Crisian Intel
Iiçpuer.

DOROTIIYS MIISSION.

Ilhlava choses uv mission, niamma,"
ssid Dorathy, cnming inta ber mother's
i-nt ealy ane brigbt, beantiful niaruing,
taepleasant homo liko i-nain whera Mrs.

Lawrence Iîsd spent mauy weaty days ai
painful invstidism, sud where sbo now lsy
on a soit couch di-uwn up near the south
window, tictîat the rayaeai' the Sun coulti
fl ucroas ber paie lace sud slender bauds.

"lHave yau, dear 1" aho askpd, a amilo
precéding tho usual niornisag kies upon the
rosy lips pressed ta ber whit.e anes.

IYes," rêplied Doxotby, excitedlyv,
"you sec ono tapit in yonng paople'e

meeting tatoty was missions, sud over

Sirice I have beau trying ta decido what I
would choose, whem-e I could do the osnt
goad, you know."

IlYes," said ber zuothor witb an en-

couraging pt an the plump baud ou tho
pillow nesr by.

Il VWcl, mamma," continued ber daugb-
t.-%, flushing slightty undorncath tho gaze
af ber uiotbar's quiet, sympathetia eyes,
"lyou kunow how soit of wild and rockleas
soute ai the boys aud girls ara iu aur
achoot '1 Well, I have decided ta talk ta
thern about tho wey thoy areascting, and
thon 1 intend spending aIl the spax-a time
I bava firn my music sud studios visiting
ta ic "Tha Iast fbu froerLa-lips witb

a cornptacency that brongt an amtusait
etnlie to Mms Lawrcuce's lips, but alto z-
ptied, quite eobczly :

"lYen have choses a very wido field,
zny daughter, sud eue lu which yen will
ueed gi-ast. wisdom ta guida you. Lot me
givo yen a tort ta carry with yen, douz.
4'Se ye thorefono wis sas serpents aud
harntoe as dovos.' And now my girl
muet Lasten away ta echool, 0Iea abco ill
be late," and pressing a long kiss ou Dore-
thy'e fair forcbead, ase shlassing, Aira
Lawrence wtched ber stazt awa> with a
bnlgbt simil, which quichly gave place ta
a sigb ta tha door closed haiud the pro tty
face snd gracini forta of the duughtcr

whose proeece mado both mueja and sun-
shine in lier lonoly room.

The days passed by, and Dorotby,
abBorbod in hier now misnion, found hardiy
a moment ta g'tve ta the patient, euffering
mother, longing en anxiously for her loy-
ing couipaniontihip.

Dorothy mot with groat succoas as a
"missionary." A. genoral favourito witb

bier mates, tbey listoned ta bier words of
reproof or advioe, and promised to moud
their ways, and sanme avent joiucd the
Young Peoplo's Society tbrough ber in-
fluence. Many homes wheroiti sickueea
and sorrow dwlt were brighteuoul by bier
presence. Aitog'ither Dorotby'ti mission
prosporad, and eho wau beginung ta feai
quiti liIce a littie saint ept apart from beor
lesa fortunate co-workere in tboe ociety
when ber zoal received a blow that was
almoat overwbelriig.

It Wall in this 'vie. Coming homle
fromn meeting onae vening ebe happned-
yet, who eau sny it was a tuera happening
-ta walk hind two of theolader girls,
who were deep in conversation and did
net observe bier. Sho did net meanuta lis-
ton ta w.hat they were saying ; the words
felu on lier cars uninvited, and in the crisp
night air struck witb a force that wa8 al-
most startling. For bath theso aider girls
were youug women whese gond opinion
Dorothy valued bighly.

l'~ae said one, Ilisn't it perfectly
hearÈtesa and undaughterly the way
Darothy Lawrence neglacts lber poor sick
mother 1"

The littie listener iu the rear gasped,
sas he waited braatblessly for the reply ta
te-to, ber-terrible question.

41Yes, it is," replied Blanche emphati-
cally. IlI am san di8appointed in Dnrothy !
1 thought lier Chriatiauity was more real
and unuslfiab aud lot ta bie sean aof mon.
Saine day when sheloases ber ssiuted, suf-
faring inother, ahc wiil realize the awful
mistako sha% is making now. Poor child!
11cr crocs will be mare than she can bear
Stili, 1 canuat seoahowasie ecau basa bliud.
Na ane in ail the world needs lier as ber
mother does, and I canuot undor8tand
why she does nat give bier lave and atten-
tMon ta ber instead aof scatteriug it broad-
Cana amoug the mauy wba 'ta no'. ued
baer."

IlYen se0 it juet as I do, Blanche,"
raplied Mahel. III aven hourd aur pastor
speak of iLt ta manima lately. I wish hie
would tub -ta Dorathy. 1 wonld inyse!f,
if 1 dared, but aBu is gatting san puffcxe up
in ber'1 mission work,' as sabe caisiber
gadding about, that 1 four sbe'd nlot take
any advico frein me."

IlWall, dlear," said Blanche, softly,
"wa can pray for bier, poor child, tbat ber

oyes may beoapened, sud eurcly tha Lord
will hear ne."

Il'Oh, God 1" sobbod the littia figure
etealing along in the sbadow bohind thani.
q« My ayas ara openea ut. lait. 1 pray
Thoea teolp me that they may nover hoe
closod again ta whst is my real mission
wark. ffow could I foi-geL my poor, dear,
suffdriug mother 1 And sha so patient
and unsolfiab *.bat eho would nover say a
word cithor 1"

Tho two el'lor girls passed swftly on
toward their homos, nover dreauiing of
the acad thoir words Lad sown in the ach-
ing, tender little heurt coming on alono in
the dsrknoas. But oL, what ajoyful Cime
ta Dorothy aud ber mother 1 AIwava ta-
gather, nothing or no ane allowed ta tua
from the one towham bolongod bier loving
dovotion, the happy, williug littlo daugbter
who ut.at, and thank God, net too late,
hud foand bar rail misdont.

IlIAN Md CLIREN."

Iu viow af the viait ta o bc ade ta
T'ai-ato at an carly date by Rt r. John
WVatson, D.D. (fan M~aclarou), the follawv-
ing sketch af bila by W. Robertson Nicoîl,
which appoared firat in the Ilookmnan, wili
bo rend with interet.-[Eo.]

Rov. John Watson, IlIn Maclaren,"
suthor afIl "Beside the Bannie Brier
Bush," IlThe Days af Auld Land Syno,"
etc., lea apure Scot, althougb ho wae bora
in Manuiugtree, Essox, where bis father,
wbo was engaged in tho excise, aud resch-
cd a vory high position in that service,
was Gationed at the time. Very shortly
aîter hie birth tho family reuxovad ta
Landan, aof whicb Ian Maclaren bas a dis-
tinct recollection. The formiative years
cf hie childhoad 'vere spent, bowover,
tii-st at Perth and thon at Stirling. Ho
waa an only chi!d, aud bis father sud
inother wAre bath ramarkablù parsonalities
-the i'athrstrongly religious, proi'oundly
intorested in religion, and a devoted eIder
ai' the Frec Ohurch aof Scatlaud. fan
Maclaren'a mother, ta %vh osa memary hie
luat bock la dedicat.ed, was, iu sase re-
spects différent from ber busasd. Sbe
%vas Ilighland, aud understood Gaelic,
thaugh she coula nat spesk it. It wss,
suae uaed ta say, the best lang uage for lave
and for angar. Thougb aal ii-m in her
religiaus convictions, saec vae not like ber
husband, an Evangelical, but lesned
rather ta the higbest type ai' Moderatism,
as it je called in Scotlaud. Tho naine in
England would perbapa bo Bread Chiurch.

Yauug Watson was accustamed for
mauy years ta spend the ommnera with
bis uncles, wba were farinera lu a large
way, fi-at about Blsirgowria, thon about
Meiglo. They belonged ta the Eîtablish-
cd Church in Scotand, so that bis sym-
pathies wara -traîl divided betwcen tbo
gi-est Preabyterian Churches ai' that
country. lu due time ha went ta Edin-
hurgh University, sud althaugb diligent
and studiaus, was nat specially iuiprasseil
by sny ai' tho profeserat, witb the single
excoption af Dr. Massau, wbo bas just re-
tired fi-r the chair ai' Engtsh Litera-
turc. lia liked ciassie, aud was attract-
cd by Sllar, the professaer af Latin. Iu
philasaphical studios ho was alsn interest-
cd, and wass ecratary, and afterwsrda
president ai the Philosophical Society
connected with tho University. WVbcu ho
bsd completod bis studios, ho dacidcd te
bo a minister af tho Frae Church. This
wae the straug wisb af bis fathor, and ho
was willing, altbough ho nover fait tho
call ta the ministry as sanie say tbey hava
fait it wboso usefulnesa Las c4trainly nat
beau greator than bis. Hoe passed through
tho curriculum ai' the New Collage, Edin.
burgh.

Hoe served as assistant. for a short timo
ta Dr. J. H. Wilson, of tho Barclay Ohurcb
iu Edinburgb, aud thon beaume minister
of tha Frac Chureb iu Logiealmond, iu
Fai-thebire, now sa wcll kuown as Drum-
tochty. Thora bis unclo Lad been iiniater
befara tha Disruption oai S43. The con-
gregatian waa very amai, but tho work
was pleasant, and tho -young miuister
maudo acloseastudy ai hi epoaplo. It le
notowortby that whilo nt Logioalmond ha
bad litorary plans vczy inuab lu the lino
ai thoso which were carried ont twenty
ycars Inter. go Lad, lu fact, coucoived
a book wbich wo uld bave beau vary raucb
ou the linos ai <'Besido thoeflonulo Bli-r
Bush," but soti-dlistrust praventod hum
froni going on. Doubtiesa naithar ho nor
the wold bas suifai-ad frein this dalay.
A. brilliant. popular ptecbcer, ho -aurally

soon received invitations ta bava hbis quint
parish, and ho ultinxately accepted one
frum St Mattliow's in Glasgow, ta ho cal-
longue ta Dr. Samuol Miller. But Mr-.
W'atsan found bis true ephero wlieu, threc
yecars Inter, ho becamo minister ai' a uew
Preshyterisu church built lu Soiton Park,
Liverpool. Tho building wuva a very
handsomo aone, sud the neighborbaad wats
gradually rieing. Tho yaung amutuiter
Waei now ablo ta draw round hlm peoplo ai
hie awn type, aud he thinke ho began ta
flnd hiniseli sbortly sitar ho settled in
Liverpool. Now the fine cburcb is con-
sttintly crowded by one ai' the largnat snd
moat influeutiat caugragationa ini Liver.
pool, aud thero canuot hbcmucbh hsitation
iu saying that arng English preachiurt
ai the youuger g.ineratiou Mfr. Watson

oLId8 a faremoat, if uat the flrst place.
Althaugh ho writes bis sermons, ho dae
not road them, aud ho is a speaker ai' ex-
traordiuary force aud clearneas. Touches
af pathos ara net infrequent iu his sûi-
Mous, but, as a ndle, ho avoiaa humai-.
Ho bas s strong sense ai roverencp, sud
the service lu Se! tan Park Cburch b ic-l
hais beau carefully arrangod by hiniseîf,
satisies eveny requiretuent alikeofai cul-
ture and devotion.

Afr. Watson went an hsppily and
bnsily iu this service for seveuteen years,
makiug for hiniseli sgi-eat raputatian in
Liverpool, where liae'eus, aud is, perhaps,
the mont influential minister, but nat
mucb k-nown outside, sava in Presbyter.
ian circles. It le twa yours sinco, au tho
suggestion ai' s friand, lie catnmenced
writing the sketches which have given
hlm1 a world-wido faine. Hie devotion,
hovever, le still given ta tLIm pulpit, aud
bis litarary work ho looks tipon as quito
accondai-y.

Tho follawing sketch is tabou froin
tho Belf'ast 1iness, au the occasion ai s
lecture wbich Dr. Watson delivered thera,
auI "Oortain Traits lu Scottish Character, '
under the auspices ai the Central Presby-
toiian Association :

«ITho ecturer, who, on rising, wse ne-
coived witb round af ter round ai' applause,
said ho would begin by remiuding the
audience that wbile national character
muet always bo a most interes ting Btudy,
certain circunistances lavai-ad at the pi-s
ont tinie that particular study. They
wero living thraughaut the whola Empira
in a state ai national renaissance, sud thîe
wava 91 nalâionalisin that bad passea over
Irclaud sud over Wales boa alan toncbed
the Scottish shore, sud the Scottish peaplo
vwithiu recent years Lad beau roulizing
thomsoives mucb more coarly aud mncb
mare proudly than lu a long period pro-
coding. Scottish architecture Lad hagun
ta ravive, and scion thora would nat ho n
distrirt of'Scotland without saine church or
witbout saine castia on, iL might be, witb-
ont soino streat ln a provinciaf town that
wauild exhiibit lu etana ana lima tho ideas
ai tho national mind aud tho trend ai na-
tional Listery. Thus the Scottiah Church,
which Lad alwaya beau thaeutothor ai the
nation, an austore but fuCithinl mothor,
b ad be.en returuiug ta the firat love af the
dayea aten the Relormation and bLoeathe
Paritan influenc-the days lu wbich iL
wus coneidored thut. tha Scottish Chnrcb
was inost ueurly raprescutativa ai tha
Scottieh utind bath lu bar doctrine and lu
ber wor8hip. Stop by stop the worehip
ai tha Scottish Church wua bong reatarod
ta that.tetotaof primitive purlty, and al-
tbougb ho wu nfot. thora directUy ar idi
diractty, ta balit.tlc the gi-eut Paritun
movoment a! Eugiaa, 'wbioh dia asem


