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predicting the Jewish, the other the warld-
catastrophe "lAlil these things, and ot
the mInc: part of tbem, aro tate place
within ihat generation.0) Therefore ail
lese predictians arc to be iaund iuifilled in
tht overthraw of Jcrusalemn and with it of
the jewish polity. There is very much ta
bt saitd1 a1 bis Praettrist viEw, and critical
comimentatars are settling down thercuato.
%Ve stili Icel, however, that there is an on -
Wad look ta the great finale ; but the
question Is ton wlde for the review.

V/e bave become so accustomcd ta
-8Lives of Christ " whlch draw frrnm ail the
gospels and attempt a harmany, and ta com-
metutales on the synoptics with csntinued
cross refer.oces toavaîd repetitian, that the
joue af an Indivîdual cammentary an amy
one of the three tlrst bas an air afi oavelty.
We sbaîl be the gain ers, however, by having
bese writings treated Indîvduaily, and as

Mark's gospel is maw believecd ta have been
ibe carlier representative af the tradi-
tion in Its freshest farm, this issue is masi
tmely.

Scboaarv, reverent, fully alive ta present
dayresearch and thaught, this cammentary
bas a reassurlng tone ; and taking us back
iothe founitaiti head, witl da much (ir the
stdent in prcsenting resus as lie appeared
to s most Impulsive but truc disciple ta
ibom actlvty alane was lufe.

THE EDICT OF 'NVtYBE AND IT.'

RJ?(ML.- 1.

Dv J. (G. îaîs'ODNSON .A.

Some anc bas said : If van want
romance why noi go ta istory? The bis-
toy of the Huguenots bas furnlshed themes
for batiad, apera, stary and novel, but is,
is.lf, as full af al the lements of romance
as acy work of the Imagioatian. It is of lîs
more sombre aspects we shaîl tirent in tbis
piper. Beginning witb the dying Vears of
tbe. Mlddle Ages, it ended in i8o2 when the
rigt of Protestant public worship ln France
vas te-estabished ater nearly thirec ctn-
taris of almost cantiottous proscription.

It Is little wonder that Ibis istory, cov-
utog s log a periId, wth its thriling
tpsodes af dsaster and triumph ; ai patient
sflerng and bern:c achievemtnt ; of dxag-
cDade, torture, expatriation, imprisourment
nd the galeys ; nf martyrdom mand mas-
ime cshould attract the pens af maoy writ-
cisionmanylands. The bibliograpby of the
Ilugiocos would 611 many bulky volumts ;
cd possly much valuable material is still
biddtm away and dust-covered, ta be trea-
sure trove for a later age.

la recent years, bowcver, the researches
c1bisotoical societtes and ndividual investi-
gtors have brought ta llght froin the na-
tzai and municipal archives, and unedited
Ltttrs and meniairs, a vast store ai invatu-
a8erateriai itherta unkoown or Inacces-
iuo athe historian.

In these two large volumes, cotaining
mrreleven bundred pages, and completing,
sfth is prevous works (mnetiancd tu font
cote), what he aptly catis thetIlHuguenot
mn1eogy;' Protessor Bard bas made excel-
*t useofai bs new materiai. Be bas treat-
cd bssubject sa minuitely, compreheosively
cd aily that it will bc a long tme, it stems
taos, before anaîher wrter wiil be îempted
tO troc gean in the samne field. He gats ta
bri sources for bis authorities, qun:îng themn
fralîpln tht text and giving abundant refer-
las ta them lin the notes. In treating an
ebiously difficult subject in the blsîoric

rdithe anîbor exibits a wise restraint, a
scolarly discrimination, and a judicial
àmIntY that cannaI bcîto higbiy commend-
ed. At imes the readtr xMay wish that
-Olt were said ai the political aspect ai

mlaziovements and af the relatians ai
Face wlîh freigo powers ; but Pa-fessor

ird resoluely refrains [rom any discursive~fdttings ioasubiecs, nuside îbe imis

"'lThe 1Uagucno:s anathe RcvoCtion or the Edict of
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be haid laid down for himsei. Tht work
beiZins witb the accession af Louis XIi. ln
i6ro, and the concluding words o! tht last
vlume i-cicr ta tht condition ai Protestant-
ismn mnd the Influence ai Protestants in
ln France at the present day. Nom, as ln
the best years under tht Edici, the position
and Influence af Protestants ln tht industries,
ln commerce, ln municipal mmd publie aflairs
is above and beyond what their mcre num-
bers would stem ta emîlîle thernita.

Tht Edlct of Nantes, sigoed by Henry,
IV. lana1598, guaraoteed ta thase oa!Iltht
Religion "-tht religion of wbich he baid
been tht heroic champion and had abjured
fur tht sake o! peace and a throne-protec-
tion ln the fret and public profession ai
their religion and religions belle!. They
%vert admitd to public empînymemi ; the
scbaols and unîversities were opened ta
tbem ; îhey were aliowed representatives ln
the Provincial Parliaments ; and certain
cilles and s:romgholds were grantedt l themn
for their security. Wbert these l os.'aRe
Cities," as tbey were caiied, were sltuated,
is Indicated in mu excellent map prefixed ta
the frst volume. Ttxere werc some tua ti-
most every part ai tht Kîogdnm, but were
very much mare umeraus in tht Soutb-west
mnd South, for the South mas then, as l is
ta-day, the chief sent ai French Protestant-
lim. Tht rights thus soiemnly guaranteed
and sale-guardeti, il seemeti tht determineti
policy ci Henrys successors, in spite o! re-
peaîed confirmations ai tht Edict, ta mini-
mize amd ultimiately ta abrogate.

Louis XIII., at bis accession, hati mot
yet campicteti bis nintb year, mnd the reins
ai gaveroiment ivere seozsd by bis rnother,
Marie de M1edici, wha, by some at least,
was suspecteti ai bavioig been a party ta, if
flot the actual instigatar of Fienry's assas-
sinatian. Tht queen-moîber was a bitter
eoemy af tht Huguenots ; and, if in ather
respects bis educatton was neglected, tht
yaung king wms at iemst taught a tbnrough
hatred ai Protestants and Protestantismn.
01 il tht royal persanages descrîbed, or
even mentioneti, la these volumes, ibis King
is certa[nly tht most contemptible. Ht hai
mot eveni the characteristic Bourbon guif ao
fluent speech; bul be mas a migbiy hunier
and "lcaulti taik ta bis dogs ta perfection."

Eocroachments an Huguenot rlgbts bc-
gan senti mter bis accession, but for some
years active bostilities were prevented hy tht
moderation and wisdom ni Daplessis Mor--
nay-"îthe Pope ai tht Protestants," as he
wms called, and ont ai tht mast remarkable
men af tht age. Bora a Roman Catboiic,
with many ear relatives o! bigh rank in tht
hlerrchy, he became a Protestant fi-arn con-
viction, and soon ont o! the chiefs af the
Protestant cause. Learnedti taua extemt
quite unusual among noblemen ai ibat day,
he ms mn uthor aI tht age ai twenty-three;
bc fought wiîb skill aumJ caurage in themrs
af the League; bc was Henrys mast trusted
counsellor during that monrcb's reign, and
wmsç tht most lnfinotital leader of the
Huguenots at the accession ai bis successar.
Il e mas a man wbom ilittery could mat
deceive mor gold buy," and Valtaire de-
scribes bim as tht best mnd greatesl mm aio
the Retormed Religion. Hiems as layai ta.
bis king as be was devated ta bis religion ;
and 'oben Louis XIl., I"mat hy a ruse ai wmr,
but by an act unwortby af a king, stili less a!
a gentlemen," îreachcrausly auGted him
tram tht goverument af Saumur, ane of the
mnst important bostage citiez, tht brave,
bigh-minded aid veteran felt the iodigmitv
ranst keenly, but bc teit stili more keenly tht
disbonnurthe king bai brougbt upon himself.
IlSaumur is aifhit account ta mie," he
wiote, Ilbut bis Majosty's woud Rven for
tht restitutionofa Saumur ougbt ta hc dear ta
hir." Louis seemed tabe as great a liar as
aur English King John, ai iniamnus mecm-
ai-y ; and bis oaîh wms ai as liltt value as
bis word. Duipessis died, broken-htarted,
soon aiterwards, Ieaving no anc amang the
Huguenots with equal ability, wisdor n md
experience ta takc bis place.

A youmger mnd scarcely less celebrted
leader of blgh tank among tht Huguenots
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was Henry, Duke af Ruhan, a second cousin
ai Henry 1 I. 0f gond ddresç and engag-
ing manners, he combined moral quatittes ai
a high aider wîîh brilliant imîliectual pow.
crs. ]3old, Intrepld and determnined, be
masîthoroughly rersed lu tbe art and literature
aofwman and was accounted anc of the first
captains af the day, Hie mas the mlitary
hero ai tht Huguenot mars whIcb were end-
cd within a ycar altcr the lallfLa Rochelle
by the Peace aifAMmis, 27tb JUot, 1629.

De Roban's mile was Margaret de
Bethune, daughtcr ai the Duke of Sully, a
won ai ofremarkable heauty amd brilliant
mental qualities, whose reputatloo, however,
dld mot escape the breatb ai scandai. Fier
father, tht celebrated mnister of Henry IV ,
wbo, Ilas a man ai war and man ai peace
dîd much ta make France strang, united and
happy," bas been descrihed as Ilfaîthil as
a dog and as surly." Notwîtbstamdlng bis
undoubted services ta France and ta Pro-
testantlsm, Professar Baird palots Sully in
mot very attractive calai-s. Thaugh tbc ai.
maso expressly advised Henry to abjure bis
fmitb ta secure the stability ai bis thbrune,
Vet, for himseif, bems demi toaail induce-
orents ta change bis religion, amd chose ta
die, as be bad iivcd, a Protestant. His
Pratestanîism stem~s, however, t- have had
a mental, rather than a spiritu sî hasis.

' A mare carcless or Irreverent worship-
ver coulri scarcely have bteen ound la the
French Reformed churches. . . . Ht
alwmys came late ta the services held in bis
castie, and îaok the honorable place reservcd
for hlmamiter baving made the congregation
wait long for bis ppearncel

Towards the close ai bis Ille bc amended
bis mamners and
Il c Is even stated ta have submlîted ta
tht discipline ai a reguiarly argmmized
churcb Instiîuted la bis castle, mnd ta bave
accepted the affice af an eider and discharg-
cd its functions unîi. bis dcath."

It Is mat 50 very strangt, therefore, Ibm:
me find bis son subsequently abjuring
Protestaotlsm mand ernbracing the Roman
Catboiic falth. Indeed, mter thet Hugue-
mts loso their bostage cities and ceased ta
bc a political power, the great nobles bad
litile or na use for tbem ; and wth few ex-
ce~ptions, for gain, or bigh office, or court
favor, pervertcd ta Romanîsm, amd io same
instances, they or their immediate descend-
ants hecamne the mast virulent persecutors of
their former brethren. The graoddaughter ai
the brîlliant Theodore Agrippi d'Aub]Rne,
soldier, hislorimm, nact, wvî, frend and com-
rade ai Henry af Navarre, was Madame de
Maintenon, whom many wrters cansider
largely responsible for the Revocation ai the
Edici ; but ai ber we shail have marc ta say
bereafier.

We canmne dwcl aon thet iret Huguenot
wars wich aere political raîher thas re-
ligious in ibeir origin : nar an the seige and
beroic defence ai La Rochelle, whicb reduc-
cd a population af 24,000 ta 4,000, thteiest
havlog falen or ptrished tram famine.

The faîl of La Rochelle ms followcd hy
tht capture ai Nîsmes, Montauban, Castres,
and ail tht ather Protestant stromgholds,
and finally, as me bave seen, by tht peace af
AMais ln 1629. Richelieu had succeeded;
bc had crushed the Huguenots as g political
power, an irnfiriu.-i nin imbeno ,; he hd
made the King absolute ruler in bis king-
dam ; mmd with this he was satisfied. Bath
be aod bis successar, Cardinal Mazarin,
treaîed the Protestants witb kindness and
consîderation. Their loyly was recagnized
mnd acknowledged. Their freedom ai con-
science mas respectcd, thelr public warshwp
ms unmolested and they were encaurmged
In tht Industrial pursuits in whîch tbey ex-
celled. They nom entered upan a perlad a!
undisturbed repose amd gi-ctm:naterli pros-
perlty which lasted ountil the detb ai Maz
arin In 1661. Thteruaterial praspcriîy en-
jnyed by the Huguenots under the gaverc-
ment of tht Cardimals was due mn: oniy ta
their etter education, higher intelligence
mnd superiar marality, but isa ta the greater
Icmgtb af their wouking year; for, whiie the
Roman Caîbalic, an account af bis maoy
saints' days mnd bolidmys. cauld work anly
6o dmys lu tht year, the Huguenaî's workiog

Yea ramounted tu 310 daye. Ail tht Indus-
tries requirlng skili, intelligence and inven-
tion were la hc bands of tht Huguenats;
tbey were tbe bankers ai tht country ; tbey
caried an ils foreign as well as ils domestic
trade. Tbey were hanest as well as indust-
rions and frugal; and it lslilttle wander that
the expressions, "Boncst as a Huguenat:"
and IlRicb as a Huguenot » passed mbt
prnverbs. Afterwards, tht persecuions ta
which they were subjectcd gave risc toaua-
aiteroe, I"As patient as a Huguenot,"
wlcb tells a sadder stary.
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Oui- esson foribis wec-k shuwe us David! s:
sometbing gi-caler than a king. We canna: but
admire tht zeal andi earnestness %vitb wîich lie
gave imsci ta the work ai building up the king-
don), andi organizing it in such a way tIsat bath
the civil mund religinus interesîs ar the people
wauid bc careti for. But we must admire him
stiti more foi turning asude un the mist ai bis buaýy
fle ta show a kindtness 10 une from whase father
ho hart reccived kinclness A nman af aniall soul
wonld have bren aroxous te lorget the timys of bis
advcrsity, and ta have made the cales of siate an
excuse for neglecting matteis ai snch snall con-
cern as the cale oflan enemy's grandson. Let us,
in aider that sce may see Davîi iun at the greainess
a! soul tîis act displaied, consitier 1' Davîd's
Fidelity ta Jonîathan" anti that «* Fadeity's
Rewai.

I. Dotvid'u Fidelity to Jonathan.-
Twenty ycars beot lis luauu, wlben Saul was
pltting ta kilt Dasvid ticauicelhe <cli that lit was
the nighbar worîhier than ho ta whomn Gud nrad
given the lingtiow, Jonathan hati causeti Daviud
ta swear that hie ould net aoly shuow kindrocs te
hlai personaiiy. but that ho wauld net cut off his
kintiness (romn bis huuse fore ver. Pcrhaps Davidi
bilt that up ta thîs urne it woult net lhave tscen
sale ta search out any of Saul's descendants, test
lue should prove a raliving point for &ny dis..lcct-
cd persans in tia, belot Davoi bad tully estab-
lished hîmusellîo tht eacple's lbrts. l-iowever,
be bad nt lorgoten bis promise. and Iiow that bis
kingtion is made slrong in the ptopie's affections,
the king i once sets on font enqouirios as te luuw
he cao rcquite the kindness of Jonathan. Hoe
learns that an aid servant o! the house oi Saut.
nameti Ziba, stui lo ves, and h,- sends for blmc
slraugbtway. Ziba toila ai Nlephibasheth, teson
af Janattuan, whose nurse haà lamed inhl by Ii.I
ting infait white she was attempting te carqi
himi te a place oi safoty alLer lts iatluet's eatb.

This young man seems ta have been in the
deopest povorty. andte1 have boom sa educateti as
ta have had i al spirit crusheti oui ai him. lu fcar
anti trcmbling hoe answered the kings sunmaons
tu bcave tht hlouse ai Machir, at L3debar, andtel
came ta Jorusalero. In gi-calhumility hoe pros.
treteti himscîl before Davidi. But for bis faîhei's
sake the king rec-.ivet i hm kindiy, anti gave bien
tht privat estates ai Saut. Te Ziba was ontrast-
etd tht cultivatian of these estates up n the condi-
tion that ho shouiti pay ont-bai! tht pruduce ta
Mtphuboshttb for the mrintenance ai bis bouse-
hoid, îhough bh hmstif iiveti at Davids palace.
Surciy we must admirt tht charactor ai a man
who coula ntimerety faîget tht lbis andi wrongs
which bâtd been dont hum by tht bouse o! Saut,
but Who treateti tht only suuvovung member ai that
house as îhoug bch wert bus ouvo brother. Jind-
ness such as David's surey moriis reward.

IL. Fidelity Rowarded-We go bc-
yond tht losson verses ta mole the rtwvard whicb
accruedte t Davidi lrom tius fidelity. Tivtoty
years aftorward, when the king fled hi-a Absalomn
who had lilteti tht sîgodard af rebeliion against
hlm. Machir, af Lodebar. was ont af ihose vabo
iistereti ai bis substance ile the tiespîruteti anti

weary king and bis mon. At tht samne lime,
though Melpibosbeth was temporatly under a
cloat witb bis patron, yet atcrwarti lie gave ta
tht king tht stroDgest assurances aibis loyalty anti
attachaien. These îhings nîust have been grati-
fying ta Davidi, anti pronîls ta hlm that att the
worid Fati mot forgotten te bc graieîni. Thus hoe
svould bo checreti and cimiortd ai a time when
be needti heer andi co'alort. But aller ail the
chie! reward voutt -in a vid's own hocart, as hc
realiz:ti the joy ai doung a kundiy tiecti anti knew
that insomne laluit measure hie hati exhiiueti tht
vely spirit o! Goa i Hmscli, Who. thnuph sinned
arainst anti despiseti, continues ta bless ail men
anti bas devisoti meaos whereby Ilis banishueti
anes may bc e rstoredte itaHm again.

Mi. Alex. McKenzic, of Nantyr, was te.
cently [ourla doad inl a bouse wbicb wms ae-
cupied cxclusively by himiel!. Ho aras a regu.
lai attenidant at the Preshyteriano 'buich ini
Letroy.


