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Pastor and Deople.

ALWAY THY FACE.

Thy dear disciple lean- 4 once long ago
Upon Tuy breast,

And mine the hope that one day 1 shall know
As perlect rest.

Yet not such joy I ask-~for e too high
Repose so sweet--

1 only crave the prace, deat 1.otd, to lic
Low at Thy feet

His still, the place upon Thy bosom be ;
Yet mine the place

Whence, tooking up, my ravished eyes shall see
Alway Thy Face.

—Chrastran leader,

THE SWEET OLD STORY.

Tell me about the Master !

1 am weary and worn to-night,
The day hies belind me in shadow,
And only the evening is light !

Lapht with a radwant glory
That lingers about the west.
My poor heart 1s aweary, aweary,
And longs, Like a child, for rest

Tell me about the Master !
Of the hill He in lonehness trod,
When the tears and blood of His anpaish
Dropped down on Judea's sod.
For to me hie's seventy mile-stones
But a sorrowlul journey mark ;
Rough lies the hill country before me,
The mouotains behind me are dark.

Toll me about the Master !
Of the wrongs He freely forgave ,
Of Has love and tender compassiun,
Of His love that was mighty to save;
For my heart is aweary, aweary,
Of the woes and temptations of hfe,
Of the erro1 that stalks in the noonday,
Of falsehood and malice and strife.

Yet I know that whatever of sorrow
Or pain ot temptation befall,
The infinite Master had suffered,
And knoweth and pitieth all.
So tell me the sweet old story,
That falls on each wound hike a balm,
And my heart that was brnsed and broken
Shall grow patient and strong and calm

HINTS TO CHURCH MEMBERS.

Much is said and ben.g written to-day on
the duties, the obligations and the falures of
ministers. We do not chafe « .der this; we
need all the warnings and counsels we can
obtain, along with grace from above, to make
us good ministers of Jesus Christ.

The spiritual welfare of a church, however,
is not altogether dependent on the pastor.
The members have much to do with it, and
there are few developments that so deeply
grieve and discourage godly meo, and worse
still, ** grieve the Spirit of God,” as * buter-
nes:, wrath, clamour and ewil speaking '
among the members of congregations. A few
hints from the inspired Word may be respect-
fully presented to our feliow worshippers and
brethren, whose places are not in the puipi,
but in the pews.

The Epistle to the Philippians 1s not a
lengthened, nor a tedious treatise. It has but
four chapters and can be read carefully o a
very little time. The church at Philippi had
an 1oteresting history, and 1ts tone and spirit
gave pleasure to the apostle as he thought of
and prayed for i1.s members. It had its ap-
propriate officers, as we see n the first sent.
ence of the letter, bishops and overseers and
deacons. The overseers were the men re-
sponsible for the ruhiog and teaching, and
the deacons for the Christian benevolence of
the church. Now the points emphasized in
the Jetter, as we shall rapidly indicate thew,
may be studied with profit by church mem-
bers who desire the true growth of the
charch,

Foremost among these 1s “ feliowshsp,” not
merely io sociely, or in social gatherings, but
‘‘1n the gospel’' (chap.i. 3), one feature of
it is “ love ” abounding (v. 9), and that not in
mere sentiment, but “in knowledge and all
judgment.” That would rule out envy, party
spirit and cniticism, aond 1t would draw 1o the
desire for mutual edification. It would lead
to hearty appreciation of all graces in oae ao
other, approval ** of things that are excellent
(v. 10) and te sincere avoidance of aoything
that would be a stumbling block in the way of
their brethren.  There would be no occasion
for onc to say . ** I'll not worship with men
of that sort. If thats relizion I don't desire
it

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

The apostle, in the next place, emphasizes
their intercessory praver for himself. That
imphes prayer for ministers. llere is some-
thing for church members to do. Let the
peustion go up for divine teaching, spiritual
help aod true success for their pastor, and
sincere suppliants will move in the direction
of their prayers. They will be regular hear-
ers and hearty fellow workers. They will ot
be heard to say - * He is paid to preach to
us ; that is all we have to think of.” If the
pastor only knows that s work 1s on the
hearts of his people at God’s throne, he will
be able to say, like Paul - * [ shall abide and
continue with you all for your furtherance and
1oy of faith " (v. 25) A third important char-
acteristic desired 1s I'ke-mindedness (ch. in. 2},
“being of one accord,of one mind.” That would
ruie out **strife and vain glory” (v. 2) and

- bring in mutual esteem, considerateness, and,

1n fact, “the nuad that was in Christ” (v. 51,
who forgot self for the good of those whom
he counted brethren. Let this spirit prevail
and there will be no opposition to a measure
by one set simply because it is proposed by
another. There will be demonstration of mu-
tual regard and affection, salutation of one an-
other, il not with the kiss of Oriental hfe (1
Cor. xv. 20), with the hearty bandshaking,
and which would be extended to *every
sant " (ch. w. 21). There are two kinds of
coldpess in a church. Oneis 1n the worship,
when lervor and reverence are conspcuous by
their absence, and the other which maay, will
notice, when one 1s treated as 1f thought to
have come from a hosputal for contagious
diseases.

There is no patromzing air implied in the
mutual courtesy urged on members. Oa the
contrary they are to be seen to be ecarnest in
seeking spiritval growth, ¢ with fear and
trembling” (cb. ii. 12) and so doing “all
things without murmurings and disputings.”
Yet that fear is not the fear of terror, for the
members are bidden to *‘ rejoice in the Lord.”
Nor is their regard for others to be a mere
sentimental humanpitarianism. A certaino dis-
crimination is to be expected 1n ail the life of
church members. They are to **beware of
dogs, of evil workers,” and of misleading
teachers, like those who tried to have all
Gentile Chnistians circumcised (ch. iit. 3)
He would have them “stand fast in the
Lotd ® (ch. v, 1), make the divine word their
“rule " of I.fe, and 1mitate in their ¢ waik "
the exemplary Christians kaown to them. If
the members of our churches kept on these
lines, how much the power of the church
would be increased, and how much misery
would be escaped —miszty that comes through
bondage to fashion, leading down to dissipa-
t10n, domestic tragedies, and disgrace.

The apostle makes much of Christian co-
operation by church members. Euedias and
Syntyche he desired to be of the same mind.
These ladies bad been Paul’s helpers (wo-
men’s work is not an invention of our times),
and he desired “ help " for them and for other
fellow laborers {ch. iv. 3;. They were not to
be fanatics, or cranks, or entuusiasts over
separate hobbies, but to let their * modera-
tion be known unto all men” (ch. w. 35).

There is not time todelinezte all the features
of an 1deal charch, such asthe inspiring Spirit
here suggests, but the reader cannot fail to
notice the care the members hadl taken of
Paul, their minister for the time, and even
after he had left them. Church members ought
10 keep this iz mind, and never more thaa to-
day, and oowhere more thao io these United
States, 1o which the church stands out before
the world as free, unendowed, parted from the
state and dependent on the voluotary contri-
butions of the people. There are to¢ many
pastors who could not tru'y tell their people :
“ Your care of me hath flourished.” If all
could say it more men would seek the office
as they do the profession of law or medicine.
Lct these—and other like traits of character
indicated in the letter to the Philippians—be
carefully reproduced 10 church members, to
whom these thoughts are respecifully recall-
ed, aod they will shiae as lights 10 the world ;
the church will grow in spiritual power ; min-
isters will be streogthened, and God will be
glonfied.-—Rew. John Hil, DD., in N. Y.
Observer.

PROFESSOR GARDEN BLAIKIE

He was crossing the steep, wide street n
Edioburgh New Town as [ came near the
church gate, and it seemed to me that 1
caught in his look and build something of the
experienced sea captain. The moderate but
comfortable figure swayed just a little, the
head thiew itself the least bit against a breeze,
the face was composed and shrewd, with
abundance of whitening hair. He had gone
a good many voyages, and was fit to go again.
One need have no suspicion 1 starting with
him. He would kaow what it was he went
out of port for, and where he should arrive.
A little boy weat beside lam ; the child seem-
ed a natural companion.

The church was wide and high, hike the
street ; there was no organ, and we had
sweet, musical singing. The silk robe of the
minister did not make an official of him ; he
was still the shrewd, unafected, ready man
of a homely and practical world. His voice
came deep and steady, and a little tlow. The
prayers were full of that thankfulness, that
grateful look back upon the past, that ripe and
firm perception of providence which charater-
ize the old evangelicals, and will sooun, !
think, be their exclusive possession. We
were drawn in with the leading voice to offer
thanks while we remembered the endurance
of our forefathers and the battle of faith in
other lands. We jowned in ackuoowledging
the large and just benigoity of Heaven, the
divine purpose that rules from age to age.
Everybody was prayed for, in the old demo-
cratic Whig manner—supporting great insti-
tutions and glancing all round the world. The
press was remembered, and the teaching
faculty, “ our scientific men, our painters, our
phtlosophers, who cin exercise an influence
which the msmistry, set apart and specially
engaged, cannot hope to maintain.” Then
philanthropy, with the same fulness ; then
those engaged in theological controversy.
“ Give to them all needful courage, and give
them also all needful caution.” Then the
missionary work—*' laitiate China into the
truth of Christ.”

In all this, and 10 the reading afterwards,
there was a salty rhythm, which gavethe
original Hebrew flavor to a chapter from Job.
I have seldom heard Job so well rendered.
The sermon came with a real Protestant text:
*“ Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called,” and now the face which had
changed htile in its strong lines began to have
expression. The preacher smiled quietly now
and theo, as sensible of the humor of life and
the need to be kind ; he looked over his
spectacles, was “lively” 1n a composed way,
and talked to us with pieasant city homeliness
and quaintoess, aimmg at simple homiletic,
and leaving the ‘‘ethic * of the day severely
alone. If it had been a Say, ‘‘botchedup ™
and vended asa sort of necessity, it would
have seemed trnivial, though given with racy
knack and woven with graphic touches.  But
Dr. Blaikie hasa gift all his own, and, like
every other gocd thing, 1t 1s rooted i sio-
cerity, in that truth to self which is the only
source of truth toward God and map. Itis
wonderful how this quality firms aad flavors a
man’s work—any kind of mao’s work. The
sermon that morning was 1n no respect a8 Say ;
it was a personal rendering of the old evaogeli.
cal view which has formed Dr. Blaikie, and to
which in allits best elements he thoroughly
belongs. There is a Greside playfulness, even
a naivele about his talk. The modern 1n-
quirer could casily upset some of what he
says, but no honest fellow could resist the
tone and bearing ; they have ao individual
fetchiness.  Dr. Blaikie likes his work—
preaching, expoundiog, narrative—and his
own relish gives interest to book and sermon.
Indeed, one may say that this incommunic-
able and precious faculty of giving interest is
Dr. Blaikie’s distinction. He is careful to
usc it honorably—perhaps no power in litera-
ture or the pulpit s more abused—andis
loyal, cvery way, to the best traditions. If
there 1s a true church studeot—or anyone
else—who does not much esteem Professor

Blaikie, I should be sorry to hear from him.—
Decas Cromarly, in the British Weekly.

A great poet is more p:werful than Se-
sostris, and a wicked one more formidable
than Phalaris.—Landor.

1Sept. tath, 1894

THE COST OF LIFK'S
There must be the death of selt always
before a life cau be Chrnstlike. Ia Japan
they have a Leautiful legend of the making of |
a wonderful bell. Long, long ago, the emperar
wrote to the maker of bells, commanding
him to cast a bell larger and more beautiful
than ever made before. He bade them put
in it gold and silver and brass, that the tones
might be so sweet and clear, that, when hung
io the palace tower, its sounds might be heard
for a hundred miles. The maker of bells put
gold and silver and brass in his great melting
pot, but the metals would not mingle and the
bell was a faillure. Again and again he tried, J
but in vaio. Then the emperor was angry,
and sent saying that if the bell was not made
at the next trial the bell-maker must die.
The bell-maker had alovely daughter. &
She was greatly distressed for her father.
Wrapping her mantle about her she went by @
night to the oracle and asked how she could ‘,
save him. He told her that gold and brass §
would not mingle until the blood of a virgn
was mixed with them in theiwr fusion. Agam
the old maker of bells prepared to cast the
bell. The daughter stood by, and at the &
moment of casting she threw herself into the R
midst of the molten metal. The bell was M
made, and was found to be more wonderful B
aad perfect than any other ever made. It BB
hangs in the great pilace tower, and its sweer |8
tones are heard fora hundred miles. The B
bload of sacrifice, mingling with the gold and
silver, gave to the bell its matchless sweer- R
ness. X
Itis only a legend from a heathen lands b3
but its lesson is true. Our hives make no FY
music until self dies, and our blood mingles |}
with our offering n the altar fires of love. [t K3
1s only when we lose our hfe for Christ that
we getit back saved aod glorious.—7. A
Miller.

TiIEEFFECTSOF ALCOHOI.

BEST.

It may be questioned whether the boasted
quickening and brightening effects of alcohol
are not always, in a less degree, that same be. J8 -
guiling of sense and exciting of imagination ¥
which, in their extreme form, make a man E2
such a pitiful and ridiculous sight. Itisbeter |
to be dull, aad see things as they are, than to ¥
be brlliant and see things larger, brighter, o
auny way other thaa they are, because we see !
them through a mist. Imagination set agoing I3
by such stimulus will not work toas much B3
purpose as if aroused by truth. God's world B
seen by sober eyes is better than rosy dreams B
of it. If we ueed to draw our inspiration from &
alcohol, we had better remain u;)inspired. 1 s
we desire to know the naked truth of things, K3
the less we have to do with strong drink the JB
better. Clear eye sight and self-command BE
are in some degree impaired by it always g
The earlier stages are supposed to be exhila: {E:"
ration, increased brilliancy of fancy and im- B8

The latter stages are these in our lessns,
when strange things daonce before cheated |53
eyes, and strange words speak themselves oot [
of hps which their owner no longer controls. BS
Is that a condition to be sought after? 1f not, §
do not get on the road that leads to it. y

BEAUTIFUL.

Thereis a picture painted by Murillo, whict
hangs 1n the Louvre. Itis oot the represes
tation of a palace, or a garden, or a drawiog
room. itis only a common kitchen, with i}
kettle, and 2 pail of water, anda plate-rack}
What makes it beauotiful? Come with mc aod §
look at it. A white-winged angel, with a fac §
of heavenly peace, is putting the kettle on th 3%
fire, and near her another angel s stoop:; &4
gracefully over the pail to Lift itup. Beyond §
at the old deal dresser, with fair fluttensg
wings, an angel ic reaching up to the rack (e §
a plate ; and dancing across the uneven ft§f,
1s a laughiag cherub, trying to help everyor: §
Ah, you see now why the common kitchen 5 &
beautiful ; 1t 1s made so by the grace asl}
peace aud joy that is init. It does not m+§
ter whether an angel lifts a pail or tunes!
barp—it is an angel still; and it does o%
matter what coarse or rough work you han}
to do—if you do itas well and gently a8
perfectly as you can, you are doing God's i@
on carth as the angels do it in heaven. '



