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IMPROVED CLASS ROLL

For the use of Sabbath School Teachers,

IMPROVED SCHOOL REGISTER

For the use of Superintendents and Secretaries.

Both the above have been carefully piepated, in response to requent
demands for hing more p than could heretofore be obtammed, by the
Rev. T. F. Fotkerin ham, M.A,, Convenerof the Genernl Astembly's Sabbath
chool Committee. These books wili .a found to make casy the wotk of report-
fag all necessary statistics of our Sabbath Schools, as well as preparing the
riterns asked tor by the General Assembly,  Price of Class Rolls 60 cents per
dos. Priceof School Registers vo centseach, Address—

PRESBYTERIAN PRINTING & PUBLISHING Co. (Ltd.)
§ JORLAN ST., TORONTO.
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DRr. HAMILTON MAGEE, in the Christian Irisi-
man for July, expresses his conviction that Rev.
Thomas Connellan, who has rendered invaluable
help during the Doctor’s long illness in the editing
of that excellent monthly, has been raised up by
God as a great factor in the spiritual enlightenment
and emancipation of his country.  Mr. Connellan’s
nAddress to his Former Parishioners ” has been
translated into Italian, and is being extensively cir-
culated throughout Italy.

THE Queen has selected the most exquisite cas-
quet, of one solid chrystal, in her treasurc chamber
at Windsor to receive a copy of the Holy Scrip-
tures. The treasure stored in that shrine was Gen-
eral Gordon’s Bible, his daily support and solace,
and the cnompanion of his last days in Khartoum.
It is worn and marked with the thousand notes of
daily study which indicate what it was to the Chris-
tian hero, and now its royal owner has placed it
among her most ptized possessions.

—_— -

A GLASGOW contemporary says: IHow much
nced certain Irish Protestants have ot being Chris-
tianized is proved by the action of the Dublin
United Services Committee in declining this year
again to invite Rev. John McNeill to the Dublin
Christian Convention because he is a Home Ruler.
It is plain there is a word too many in the title of
this gathering. We are glad to note the protest
by the Zfrisk Presbyterian Churchman against such
shameful conduct.

DRr. WALTER C. SMiTH, of Edinburgh, who has
been lecturing on Sabbath afternoons during the last
few weeks on subjects suggested by his recent visit
to Italy, dealt in a recent lecture with Paul at Rome.
While describing the city as it was in the first cen-
tury with graphic eloquence he nevertheless con-
fessed that it was not the Rome of Romulus, Sulla
and the Casars that specially interested him, but
the Rome of Paul. It might argue a lack of breadth
of sympathy in him, yet, truth to tell, it was * Paul
would be hereabouts ™ that he was constantly saying
to himself whilc moving about Rome,

IT is now probable that the fervent prayers
presented for the recovery of Mr. Spurgeon will be
followed by no less fervent thanksgivings for his
restoration.  Recent accounts have uniformly told
ofimprovement. It may be that the great preacher
is not yet out of danger, and that a rclapsc may at
any time supervene.  Still, with every day's pro-
gress toward recovery, the hope is strengthened
that his valuable ministry may be prolonged for
some time yet.  From what he has experienced in
the dark valley of suffering it is highly probable that
his ministry will be still further enriched.

Pror. W. G. BLAIKIE says it is a question
whether a union of the Presbyterian Churches in
Scotland would really increase the influcnce of the
Christian army. * Notwithstanding some uncer-
taintics, I am disposed to think it would , other
unicns have proved beneficial, that of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States, for example,
and, what comes nearer to oursclves, that of the

. Presbyterian Churches in Canada.. 1 am disposed

to think this Canadian union an eminently instruc-
tive one, and I look forward to the Presbyterian
Council to be held next year at Toronto with much
hope, partly beause it will read so good a lesson to
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the home Churches, and pethaps in somm: way  blessed mother has already nea-ly a score of preach

give an important impulse to the cause of unjon.”

Two public meetings, preliminary to the celebra-
tion of the jubilee of the Edinbuigh Medical Mis
sionary Sacicty, were held simultancously in the
Established and Free Assembly halls, The area
aad the side galleries of the former were filled, and
every corner of the latter was crowded Sir Wil-
liam DMuir presided in the Established, and Prof,
Simpson in the Free, while the seven medical mis-
sionaries who delivered addrasses appeared in both
halls.  Dr. Edwards, from Central China, displayed
an casy cloquence that was much appreciated, and
Dr. Scholes, a negrn from the Conga praved him.
self a forcible and graceful speaker in the best af
English  His criticism of the low state of spiritual
life in Scotland was very ontspaken  He expressed
his surprise, for example, at 1 requisition going to
America for a man to come and  nliven the people
of Scotland

Tur fact that in thg Mohammedan mosque in
Liverpool such hymuns are sung a<* Shall we gather
at the river? " suggests to the Judian 1itness the per-
tinent remark that the Christian character of poctry
that can be used by Mohammedans must be of an
uncertain type. * A sentimental song is not a Chris-
tian hymn. It is both pleasant and profitable to
sing these songs of sentiment, but they are out of
place when made to do duty in divine worship. Out
of olace because they crowd out the rich, strong
Christian hymus that have voiced the penitence or
trust or adoration and love of the Church for genera-
tions. Out of place because the sentiments and
feclings they naturaily excite are by many mistaken
for rcligious fecling and purpose.  The man who
weeps while singing ¢ Shall we gather at the river?’
and the one whose hecart is touched by the sad
story of * Nellie Gray ’ have cssentially an identical
experience.”

Tue Mildmay Conference, says the New York
Independont, has  ccomc as much an annual feature
of Christian life as any of the great Fxeter Hall
meetings. and this year was no exception to its suc-
cess. Most of the discussions, as usual, were dis-
tinctly devotional in their nawre, Dr. H. Grattan
Guinness’ address on the ** Sccond Advent” being
especially well received Repnrts of the Mildmay
Mission to the Jews calling for $1030n, and of the
Mission to the Lepers in India were presented
There were also mceetings of the Army Scripture
Readers’ Socicty, the Railway Mission, the Stran-
gers’ Rest for Sailore, the Mission to Deep Sea
Fishermen, and the Zenana Alissionary Saciety, all
of which were well attended, and were conducted
with spirit.  Other centerprises represented were
Miss De Broen’s Belleville Mission in Paris, the
Anglo-Indian vangelization Snciety and the Post
Office and Telegraph Christian \ssociation.  This
Mildmay is the centre of a large number of forms
of Chtistian wurk, whose influence extends over the
whole world.

Jarax, as well as Glasgow, says the Christian
Lcader, has a Dr. Marshall Lang.  The Doctor in
Japan, who has recently i1emoved frem Osaka to
Kumamoto, is a ncphew of the minister of the Bar.
ony; and one of his sisters has just gone out to
China in councction with the China Inland Mission,
and is now training at Yang Chow. The Lang
family, su well kavwn on both sides of the Atlantic,
have a large representation in the Christian minis

‘try and the missionary work. Dr. Pierson, of hila-

delphia, when in this country was greatly struck
with the portrait of their vencrable mother |, and <he
was indeced @ woman of warked character Thice
of her sons arc occupants of influential Scottish pul-
pits—in Glasgow, Invcrness, and Starling, while
onc daughter is the wife of Dr. Gloag, ex Modera-
tor uf Assembly, and anuthier the wife «f Dr. John
Pagan, of Bothwell. * And now,” says Dr. Zlerson,
“ the grand children are fast joining the samc noble
army of Christ’s witnesscs in the parishes at home
and missions abroad.  How much a sanctified par-
entage and home life have to do with filling up the
ranks of the ministry and the missionary host ! That

ers and Christian workers amu g her Jhildren and
grand-children.

O 101AL statistics lately collected give an in
teresting view of the confessional status of Chrs-
tianity in Switzerland.  In 1850, when the total
population was 2,3y2,7 40, the otestant contingent
numbered 1,417,750, and the Catholic 971,800. Ac-
cording to the last census the population is now
20336012, Of these 1,724,809 are Protestants, and
1,189,062 arc Catholics. The incicase of the former
since the middle of this century has thus been 307,-
083, or 21.6 per cent,; of the latter 217,853 or 22
per cent,. The same singular phenomenon has been
observed in Switzerland in the shifting ot the popu-
lations that is so characteristic of the ups and downs
of the confessions in Germany, namely, that the
greatest increase of Protestantisin has taken place
in the strong Catholic cantuns, while the greatest
growth of the Catholic Church has been in the Pro-
testant centres.  Lispecially have the Catholics
crowded into the cities which had heretofore all
been predominantly Protestant.  Even Geneva, the
city of Calvin, has now a Catholic population of 52,-
692, an increase from 29,764 in 1330, so that the
majority of people of this historic Protestant city
are now Roman Catholic.  The most reasonable
explanation of this shifting of pupulation in both
Switzerland and Germany is, that since the bulk of
the Catholics are labourers and the capital is chicfly
in the hands of Protestants, the furmer are naturally
attracted to manufacturing centres, and the latter
by the same law goes where it can find hands to
utilize it,

IN an appreciative notice of the late Rev. Dr.
Bonar, of Greenock, the Christian f.cader says:
The =ldest of the three brothers Bonar, Rev. John
James Bonar, D.D., of Greenock, has passed away
at the ripe age of eighty-nine, une of the three most
beautiful old men we ever saw, the other two being
Dr. John Brown, of lidinburgh, and J. P. Mursell, of
Leicester.  He settled in Greenuck in 1834, suc-
ceeding his friend, William Cunminghain, afterwards
principal of Ldinburgh New College, as assistant to
Dr. Scott, the father of that profuund thinker who
for a time hecamc the helper of Edward Irving in
London, and afterwards the principal of Owens
College at Manchester.  Dr. Scott wished him to
be appointed his assistant and successor, and wrote
to the town council before his death asking that this
should be done. But the action of the good old
Doctor was resented by a small majority of the peo-
nle, who succeeded in carrying Mr. Jamces Smith
against Mr. Bonar, whereupon a large number of the
most intelligent and influential members sceeded
from the congregation and built fur Mr. Bonar the
church in West Stewart Street in which they wor-
shipped for forty ycars until the erection cf the
larger and more ornate structure in which they
afterwards assembled. It is needless to say that all
who appreciated his ministry were prepared to go
over with him to the Free Church at the time of the
Disruption. In a pen-portrait of Dr. Bonar pub-
lished by us in the tenth number of this journal, we
described him as a Covenanter of the seventeeth
century with the literary tastes, the scholarship, the
flexible style and the richly-cultured imarination of
the most accomplished nincteenth-century divine.
In every sermon he was the poet as well as the
preacher, with the lyrical * cry " making itself felt that
needs only claboration to become a hymu or a poem.
Truth to tell, his prose often thrilled us more than
his poet-brother’s verse.  With vehement intensity
his preaching carried the terrors of the law through
the sinuer'’s conscience, and then sprinkled it at once
from the hyssop dipped in bloud—iis speech distil-
ling like the dew and like the smalirain upon the ten-
der herb, It was sincerely regretted by his friends
that he did not extend his uscfulness by incansof the
press, but the truth is he was tou ... udivus and
lacked literary ambition.  Edinburgh TUoiversity
bestowed the degree of D.D. upun him shurtly after
the appearance of vur pen-purtrait.  Ie is survived
by three suns—Rev. James Bunar, the eminent
hymnologist , Horatius, a writer to the signet in Ed-
inburgh , and John, a civil engincer who resides in
Greenock.



