AvriL 24th, 1889.)

new call, so soon as the people are prepaved for the step,  Supple
mentary statements were given by Messis, Bell, Carmichael, and
Bennett.,  The resignation of Mr. McKay was taken up and con
sidered, There wasread a petition from the congregation of Bally.
duff, very largely signed, praying the Presbytery not to accept of the
resignation.  Messts. Clarke and Brown were heard in support of the
petitton.  There were no representatives present from the congrega
tion of Cartwright. Mr, McKay stated that he still adhered to his
resignation.  On motion duly made, the resignation was accepted
10 take effect nfter the last Sabbath ot March. The Rev. W. C,
Windell was appointed to preach in the congregations of Carlwright
and Ballydult, on the fiest Sabbath of April, and to declare the pulpit
vacant, Mr, Bennett was appointed Moderator of Session during the
vacancy, Mr. Hay presented the wmotion of which he had given
notice at a previous mecung.  The motion was adopted, and is as fol
lows : That in order to secure the more efiicient presentation of the
missions and schemes of the church, to the members of all congrega-
tons within the bounds, the ministers of tins Presbytery be hereby
instructed to bLring the missions and schemes of the chusch hefore
their respective congregations, quarterly, during the year, and report
the same to the court. Mr. Bennett read a report of his visit to the
mission fields of Minden and Haliburton, The report was to the
eltect that all the stations were exceedingly desirous to have an or-
dained missionary to labour among them.  The report recommended
the transfer of the station of Kinmount to the charge of the Presbytery
of Lindsay, and the unmun of the other four stations of Minden, {lali-
hurton, Brown's Statton, and Robertson Settlement, as one Mission
field under the charge of an ordained missionary., The Presbytery
apeeed 10 transfer the station at Kinmouat to the care of the Preshy-
tery of Lindsay, and to unite the remaining stations as one missicn
field. The comimttee on Augmentation and Home Missions gave in
their 1epost through the Convener, Mr. McClelland, It was reported
that all the augmiented congregations had been vised.  The fullowing
grants were authonzed on their behalf . Bobcaygeun and Dussford,
$75 + Hasungs, $50 ; Warsaw and Dummer, $200 , Springwille and
Bethany, $200; Gardzn Hulland Kaoaville, $250. The lulluning
grants wete also authonzed on behaif of the several mission fields .
Minden and {faliburton, $0 per Sabbath ; Harvey, $3 pec Saldath
Havelock and Stony Lake $3 per Saboath , Chandus and Burleigh,
$3.50. Mr, McEwen gave in the report of the Comuittee appuinted
1o constder the Kenmut on the Marnage «puestion. The report was
received and 1n accordance wuh its recommendation the Remit was
approved of semplicater.  The supply of the congregatiun of Cart
wright and Ballyduff was teft in the hands of the Presbytery’s Home
Muission  Commattee unul next ordinary mecting of Presbytery. The
report on Statistics was read by Mr, Bennett. The repurt was re-
ceived. Mr, Gichnstand Llder were appomted a commuttee to ¢
confer with the congregations of Bethesda, at as early a date as pos-
sible, .anent the payment of a small arrears duc theie pastor.  The
Committee appointed to co-operate with the Whitby Presbytery, in
secking to bring about a union of the first and second Cartwnight
Congregations, gave 1n their repost.  Thentenim report was received
and the Commuttee conunued until the work 1s completed.  Mr. Mc
fwen read the report on Sabbath Schools and Sabbath School Iasu
tutes. The report was recaived and s recommendations adupted.
These are the following : 1. That congregauons be arged to under-
take the necessary and current expenses of the schools, i part ur
wholly, and thereby fuster in the coming gencration a mussionary
spirit and present a definite aim 1 systematic giving. 2. That 1t be
an mstruction o the Assembly’'s LCommtiees vn Home and | oreign
Missions, French bvangehzatton, and |emperance, to piepare, or
causeto be prepared, an excrase swmitable for a dabbaih schoul service
embracing the important facts and hgures, or incudents of the repon,
and to be put mto the hands of the pubhishing  houses interested n
our church wotk, to be printed in circular form, forsale by the hun-
dred, and thereby enable all schoals mure eticctively to carry vut the
Assembly's recommendation No. six, viz.  That pastors and teach
ers be asked toguve systematic instructiun wn the schemes of the
church. 3. That 1t be an mstruction to the Assembly’s Sabbath
School Committee to consider the propricty of recummending all
yastors in charge of rutal congregations, and where the Sabbath school
is closed during the winter, that the usual helps 1in the study of the
International Course of Lessons be continued in every home, and the
duty of hume work 1n that hine be pressed, and as an encouragement
and end to be laboured for, that the pastor, at least once a quarter,
make the vsual public_service a time of review along thatline. On
moton of Mr. Mcluwen, seconded Ly Mr. Torrance, it was agreed
to exprsss our corcral thanks to the Sabbath schools of St. Paul’s and
Lakefield for their iberality in contributing hymn books and Testa-
ments, and books for the library in destitute localitics.  Reports were
given in as to missionary weetings held in the interval during thisand
the previous meeting. Mr. Carmichael read his report as Convener
of the Committee on the Staie of Religion, The report was adopted
and the Convencr thanked. Mr. Bell gave in the teport on the sab
ject of Temperance. The repost was received and its recommenda
tion adopted, viz : That the members ofthe I'resbytery give increased
attention to the subject and diligently endeavour to influence the
people to sink political differences and unite in_ urgicg the Govern
ment to make proper provisiuns for the more etlicient canying out of
the Canada Tempesance Act uow in force.  The following ministers
were appointed by rotation as delegates to the next General Assemibly,
viz: Messts.. W. H., Jamicson, J. Carmichacel, J. R. Craigic, D. A,
Thompson, J. W. Mitchell, John Hay. The clders chiosen were
Messts, W. E. Roxburgh, Norwood, John Clark, Campbellford ;
G. M. Roger, Peterborough, Kobt. Graham, l.akefield, Charles
Hortsburg, Coldsprings ; John Carncgie, Peterhorough. Mr. Archi-
bald Thompson, a graduate of Victoria College, cquested .to be
recommended for work in the mission field. It was agreed to refer
the application to the Presbytery’s Home Mission Committee, to be
dealt with as they may see fit. Mz, M. C. Rumball asked {or transfer
from this Presbytery to the Presbytery of Toronto. The clerk was
instructed to certify Mr. Rumball 2s having been simply recommend.
cd by this Presbytery in March 1850, for work in the mission: field.
Messrs. Bell and Rolt, Tulley were appointed to represent the ’res.
bytery on the Synod’s Committee on Bills and Uvertures.  Punaipal
Grant, of (ucen's Callege, was unamimously nonunated as Moderayor
of the next General Assembly.  The Preshytery adjourned to mcet in
St Paul's Chuich, Peterborough, on ‘Tuesday, the 10th Apnl, at 4
o'clock, and the sederunt was closed with benediction,—\V .
RENNETT, Prec. Clerk.

SYNO) OF MONTRESL AND OTTH14A.

The Synod of Montreal anl Ouawa assembled for its annual scs-
sion in St Andrew's Chwich, Quebec, on Tuesday evening at 8
ao'clock, Reve Dr. Ammslrong, Maderator and Rev. De Watson,
Clak.  Owing to the fact that the place of meeting was not central
the attendance was somewhat smaller than usual, but the meeting
did not yicld in interest o the se of preceding years.

The opening setmon was delivered b, the retiring moderator, the
Rev. Dr. Armstrong of Ottawa, from the text Isaiab Ixii: 6. 1
have set watchmen upon thy walls,” and was a vigorous vindication
of the right of Christian ministers to take part in the discussion of
political questions such as thosc of temperance, business cogbinazions
and the cndowment of the Jesuit order.  The sermon cvidently
touched a popolar chord as it was at onee apreed to publish itin |
full for general circulation, :

The Rev. George Coull, M. A., of St.Sylvestre was unanimously
clected as Moderator and took the chair.  The first business taken
up was the appointment of a committee to preparc A scrics of zesolu.
tions regarding the Jesuits Estates Bill.  This subject was evidently
the one which was uppermost in the minds of the members and it

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

was felt to be most desirable that the action of the Synod regarding
it shuuld be at pnee calin and decided. At a subsequent stage
this committees.made a lenathy report which wus unanimously
adopted reciting the/ facts of the case and protesting in clear
terms against the acknowledgment of the Jesuit claims and
the diversion of the estates from the public educational work
of the province, complaining of the action of the Protestant mem-
bers of the Lepislation in not resisting the Bill more vigorously
and also of the Dominion Government and HHouse of Commons in
not securing its disallowance, A commttee was appointed to peti-
tiop the Governor General in Council in favour of disallowance and
mewmorialize the General Assembly to take the whole matter into its
earnest consideration,

On Wednesday Mr, J. K. McDonald, of Toronto, was allowed an
opportunity of presenting the clams of the Scheme jor Aged and In-
fimm Ministers, and a resolution was passed strongly commending nt
to the liberality of the .eople. The Committee on Licclesiastical Co-
operation reported progress and was re-appointed. Prof. Scrimger
had a lengthy report on the subject of Education m Untario and ue
bec, calling special attention to the position of the IFrench speaking
Catholic schoolg in lastera Ontario, and to the several questions that
have been prominently discussed in Juebec, such as the recognition
of University degrees by the Professional Councils, the division of the
school taxes of joint stock companies, and the consequences to educa-
tion of the Pass:ngc of the Jesuit Iistates Bill. Suitable resolutions
expressive of the mind ol the Synod were recorded on these various
points and a committee was appointed to watch over the matter for
the coming year.

Dr. Armstrong presented the report of the Lumber Mission ex-
plaining the nature of the work done and 1ts clauns on the huerality
of the congrregations within the bounds,

* The Rev. Joseph Whyte presented a full and interesting report
on the subject of Sabhath Onservance.  Arrangements were made for
the extensive citcnlation of petitons to the Dominion Parliament 1n
favour of more effective legislation to prevent unnecessary labour on
the Lord’s Day.  Qvertutes in favour of an enlarged Sabbath school
hymnal, and of an illustrated Sahbath School Record were transmitted
to the General Assembly, the former with approval.

In view of certain slanderous statements made in the Cologne
Volkizertung, by Archhishop Corrigan, of New VYork, against the
character and ministerial «tanding of the Rev Mr. Chiniquy, it was
agreed to pass a resolution atlitming his good standing n the Presby-
terian Church in Canada for the past twenty-five years.

On Wednesday evening by previous arrangement the report on
the State of Religion was read by Mr Clarke of Ottawa, and a confer-
ence was held theteon by the members of the Synod.  The subjects
of Family Religion, Ivanpelistic services, and the training of young
workers came in for discussion, and a number of valuahle suggestions
were made by Dr. Cook, Dir. Armstrong, Mr. Shearer, Mr Fleck, and
M. Walter Paul.

On Thursday, after disposing of the report on the State of Reli
pion, the Rev, Mr. McArthur presented a repost on the subject of
Temperance, giving retutns from the various districts of the Synod as
tu the progress of temperance sentiment, and the attitude of the
people in reference to prohibitory lepistation. The universal testi-
mony was that where the Scott Act had been in operation it had
matenally diminished the amount of drunkenness and crime, and tha
the result of its tepeal had been a considerable increase in hoth these
respzets ; though even under license, after the operation and educa
wve influence of the Scott Act, matters were not so had as before.
The tune of the report was in nu way despondent, n twithstanding
the reverses that had been recently met, the general cpinion being
that tae way was being gradaally cleared fur total prohibition  In
the discussion that touk place, the recent legislation of the Quebec
Lepislature was indignantly condemned.

Leave was pranted to Presbyteries to license sixteen students who
had completed their regular course, fourteen in the Preshyterian (ol
lege, Montreal, and two in Queen’s College, Kingston. It was also
agreed 10 endorse the application of the Presbytery of Quebec to
hicense and ordain as missionary Mr. J. M Whitclaw  Preshytery
recards having been attested, and other routine matters having been
dispused of, the Synod concluded its meeting with 2 public confer
ence un Thursday evening, on the subject of Sabbath Observance and
Sabbath Schuols  Addresses were made by the Rev. Joseph White
and Dr. Armstrong, of Ottawa; Prof. Scrimger, of Montreal, and
others,

The nevt meeting of the Synod is to be held in St. John®s Church,
Cornwall, en the third Tuesday of Apiil, 1Sg0

MONTREAI NOTES.

The Rev A, B Mackay, D.D, left Montreal on Monday for
Logland. lle sailed by the new Inman steamer Crfy of Paric, an
Woednesday, and expects to return in ahout siv weeks.

The Rev, W. Burnsand Mr, j. K. Macdonaid were 10 the ony
for a couple of days this week, 1n the interest of the Aged and Infitm
Mnisters’ lndowment Scheme.  They wisited a number of the
wealthier members of our Church, and paved the way for a canvass of
the city at a later date.

Miss Blackadder (of “I'rinidad,) took if} sn Montreal w the begin-
ming of last week, on the moming of the day she intended leaving for
Tutonto 1o be present at the anaual mecting of the Woman’s Foreipn
Missionary Society. She is now recovering, and hopes to be able 10
be out again in 2 few days,

The Rev. A. Ogilvie Browa, of Campbellten, N. B., has been for
the last fortnight in a private hospital here. The doctors entertan
fittle hope of his recavery  The Rev, E. ¥, Scylaz, of St. Hyacinthe,
is also serviously 1}, though the symptons are more favourable the last
day or two,

On kriday the Preshytery of Monireal met in the Cunvocativn
all of the College and licensed 1o preach the Gospel thirteen of the
tiftecn students who graduated at the Preshyterian College here in
the begianing of the month. It is very seldum, if ever bLefore, in the
tastory of the Church in Canada, that so many stadents received
license at one time, and the occasion was onc of great interest.  The
Moderator of Presbytery- Rev, J. Barclay —addressed the licentiates
in most appropniate terms.  Five of the graduates o to the forcipn
tield, and four to the work of French Evangelization.  Several of these
are to be otdamed by the Presbytery in St. Gabriel Church, on Sab
bath cvening, 25thinst., a1 S.30 p.an.

The Board of French Evangelizaiion have recently appointed
twenty-four additional missionarics. One of these goes to the 1'res-
bytery of St. John, N. I. 5 two 1o the Presbytery of Miramichi, N.B. 3
one 1o Prince Fdward Island ; one te Nova Scoua, and the othets 1o
the Preshyteries of Quebec, Moatreal and Ottawa.  They have at
their disposal the services of about twenty others, but owing to the
<1ate of the funds they cannat at present give employment to these.
The fear is that the close of the year—Apzil 30th—will find the Board
$2,500 in debt in the ordinary fund. This mecans inability to take
advantage of new opcnings in several districts where thete is urgent
call for labourers.

Ground has been broken for thie new mansc of St. Paul's congre-
gation. Itis to be 2 handsome structure, and 1s bang erccted on the
lot adjoining the church,

e are having June weather in the middle of April.  In the
memoty of the oldest inhabitant such warm, dry weather was ncver
hefore known in Montreal at this scason of the year. It is 160 We
hopad that we will not have April weather in Junc.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.,

THE COMMAND TO WATCH. fMart 1,

437
Gurony Trai. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye
know not when the tune 1s.  Mark am 33

SUORTER CATLUHISN,

Quettion 17,5 1 any want of cunfurmity su (1) the actions, (2)
the moral condition, and (3) the legal relations of a man with the law
of God. But the sinful moral condiion must precede, and is the
source from which the evil actions must come. A universa) fact mst
have a universal cause,  As all men without exception begin to sin
actively as soon as they arrive at moral agency, their inherited nature
must be depraved, and the inherited depravity of nature must be the
cause of that universal fact,  This inhented depravity of nature, which
comes 1o every man at bith and before he exercises sinful acts, is
what 15 meant by the theologcal phrase * Original Sin,” or the sin
which 18 the fountain or origin of all other sine—~2Dr. 4. A. Hodye,

M
aty

INITRODUUCTORY,

The lesson for to-day 15 a continuation of the subject presented by
that of Iast Sabbath, The scene and circumstances were the same,
Jesus with s disciples are on the slope of the Mount of Olives,
where they have a distinct view of Jerusalem and its environs, The
subject is sull the Destruction of Jerusalem and the coming of Christ’s
kingdom.

I.— Coming Judgment. — *‘In those days, after that tribufation,”
that 15, the prunasy application of our Lord's words to the destruction
of Jerusalem, the ¢veats foretold in these verses then, are yet in the
future  Though there is une verse (30) that would apparently limit
the application chiefly to the overthrow of the sacred city, neverthe
less the limitation would aot harmonize with the context  Biblica)
scholars, however they may difler in their views concerning the
Second Conung, and avwever they may differ in their methods of in-
terpretation, agree that the signs of Christ's coming here mentioned
refer to a period subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem. There
is no denying that the language here employed by the Saviour is in
some places highly figurative, and its full meaning is not in all cases
ascertainalle, a fact that should give rise to a becoming diffidence,
and a reason for avoiding a dogmatism that is open to question, Sun,
moon and stars are symbols of poveming powers  The geater and
the lesser powers are to be convalsed before the coming of the great
and notable day of the Lord. Some, however, do not regard these
words as figurative at all, and hold the opinion that at Christ’s Second
Coming there will be a literal darkening of the sun, the obscuration
of the moon and the falling of the stars of heaven. These signs,
whether nature or kingdoms ar« convulsed, are inimations of the near
approach of the Son of Man. e is coming in the clouds with great
power and glory. It may be a visible, external glory, or it may be
that which the spititual eye alone can see clearly. The Jews, at
Chnst's first coming, eapected a mighty leader whose splendour and
magmticence would be recognized by every eye.  He did come then
with great power and glow..  The eye of faith cuuld see in Him who
was mech and Jowly an wapacalleled spiritual Leauty and attractive
ness. e will not eume again as the despised Nazarene, but as the
glonified Sun of Gud, and the olject of His people’s adoring love.
s angels ate then (v gather His elect frum everywhere.  Christ and
His people are to be onited.

II. The Time of the Second Coming not Foretold.—
Though the coming again of Chnst s planly taught iz Scnpture, it 1s
just as expressly stated that the date of that coming has never been
revealed to mortals. From appearances in nature, the successive
approach of the scasons may be anticipated.  So also from the signs
in the moral world, the dawn of the millenial summer may be dis-
cerned.  \When the fig tree **is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves,
ye know that summer 1s near. 5o ye in hike manner, when ye shall
sce these things come 10 pass, know ye that He 1s mgh even at the
doors,” for so the Revised Version gives the clause. The next verse
has given Bible students and exposiors great perplexity, Its
literal apphcation would nccessarily restrict the entire passage to
the destruction of Jerusalem, but 1t 1s obvious that it contains much
that is apphiable only to subsequent events, hence 1t has been
nocessary to fall back on a figurauve intgrpretation. The meaning
of the term generanon, usually meaning of people now living, has
also a more extended application, a race or naton. In the last
sense, the word, as here used, 1s understood by many. Amid all
changes, however. there 1s something that s permanent. Chnst's
words, being the 2bsolute tauth, are unchaogeable. The most appar-
emly stable of matenal things, heaven and carth, shall pass away,
but Chrst's words shall not, ull alt be fultiled. This saying of
Chust's depends not on appearances and probatnhities, but on the
solid reality-—on the rock-foundation ol truth,  This 15 followed by a
most distinct statement that the tie of Chust's second coming has
not been revealed.  **Ofthat day and hour knoweth no man, no
not the angels wlich are 10 heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.”
‘The Son as man, the Son n ths hunibatnon life here on carth, the
Son who grew in wisdom and 1n stature as a child and youth, had
not as man, yct attained 1o that knowledge. The Father only, the
Omniscient Onc who knows the end from the beginning, has deter.
mined the time of the Second Advent.

111. Present Duty, Watchfulness.—~Two things are clearly
and definitely taught n Scripture.  Chiist’s Sccond Coming is
certain, but the time of that coming is left uncertaiu. Both facts
ohviously puint to the same duty, watchfulness. This is how the
Saviour Humsclf applies these ttuths: ** Take ye heed, waich and
pray 5 fur ye know not when the time is.” This implics an attitude
ot devout expectancy, diligent prepasation, and living as in the im
mediate presence of Chnst. The truth is illustrated by the case of
a man going to sojourn 0 a far country. e gives anthority and
appots thewr respective tasks to cach, and commands the porter to
watcn,  Then here on carth all Chnst’s setvants, old and young,
have their appointed work to do.  They are enjoined to work faith-
fully, and are remiaded that they must give an account o the Lerd
at s coming, and atthough it s not known when He will come,
we ate given to understand that lle will come suddenly. The
Savious’s discoutse, the last delivered erc He suffesed, closes with the
impressive exhortation, ** And what I say unto you 1 say unto 2,
Watch.'

FRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

Christ’s Sccond Commng 1S a certanty, according to s own
tcaching.

It will be preceded by great moral and social convulsions, and by
the appearance of false Christ men pretending to be Saviours.

The words of Chnsts, are unchangeable. They alude tor ever.
They shall all be accomplished.

To cvery onc Christ gives his appointed work.

Prayer and watchfulness arc duties that caunot with safety be
neglected.  Chiist commands them.

LESSON BIBLE READING

Daniel vii. 9-143 Matthew xxiv. 20:39; xxv. 13: Luke aii, 35353
xxi, 253603 Rumans aii. It 1 Connthans x. 123 xvi. 133
t Thessatonians iv. 63 v. 3-0 ¢ 11 Thessalonians i. 3105 Hebrews
il 13 xil, 1331 Peterave 70 18 Peter . 1-105 Revelation ifi, 135
xvi, 18,



