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7,CK'S LEîSONV.

IT is a truc story. Jack, Il. told it to mc
of his oiwn boyhood. I-le wvas born and

rearcd iii the North of Ireland. Thc winters
there arc flot- usually severc, lie says, but
occasionally they, have vcr>y dcep sniows,

Father came throughi thc shed whcrc I was
fixing straps to my nicw shoes onc day, and
said. "Jack, do >ou gct the bliccp together
befare nighit into thc lovcr fold. It looks as
if this storin would last ail niglit; and if it
shouki, it nxay bc casier donc tu day than to-
imorraxv.

1 lookcd up througli the open duor at the
stlo% i'hichi was falling gcntly and stcadily.
It did nat scrn to iii likcly to bic mucli of a
starni. But 1 liad been tauight uinquestion-
ing obcdiencc, and only rcplicd, 'X'es, sir 1
w~ill," and %vent on with xny work. Bcforc it
was finishied Tom Hiaggins cal-e, and lic liad
a nlcw plan for making a rabbit trap, and wve
spent hialf the afternoon trying ta carry it
inta execution, and the short 7 vinter day
passcd and the sbccp were not bk4;ý.In
short, it quitc slippcd from my imcmary>t4!.
ta bc rccallcd by rny fathcr's q1ucstion as lic
drcw the B3ible toward himi for evening ivar-
ship-

"Jack, have you foldcd those shicep ?

The blood leapcd to my forchead as I wvas
forccd to rcply --2' No, sir; 1 gat to playing
with Tom and forgot it."

The silence that followcd my rcply wvas
dreadful taome. If my father hiad tipbraided
me with violent angcr, 1 think I could have
borne it botter.

«II arn very sorry, sir !" I stammered out at
last.

I fear ybu %vill' have reasonl to bc," said
my father." IlIf those sheep arc lost ta, night,
remnember there will bc no more play for you
tili they are found. People who wvill flot tak-c
trouble, w-il! bc overtaken by trouble."

Notbing more wvas siid. The reading and
the psalmn and thc prayer over, I slipped
quictly away to my bcd, taking a pcep, as 1
wvent, through-the shed door, to sec howv the
starm %vas progressing .- I saw iL hiad increas-
cd, and the wind w~as rising.

Nothing liad power to kep me lc.îmg awake
in those days, .howcvcr, so I slcpt soundly.
In the niorning the storm wvas still raging.
The snowv lay decp on the ground and the
wvind wvas drifting it into the holloivs, and
packing it away into solid masses. Father
came in from taking a survey of thieiweathcer,
bringing a rod full fifteen feet long.

"The snow is deep," said he. I amn trou-
bled about thase shccp. Tbey always seek
sheiter iii the bollowrs and along the hiedgcs
just %vhcrc t.hc drifts will be decpcst. How
vwe shall find them, 1 do flot knaw. 1 hope
you arc rcady for a wcck's liard work, my son
Jack.',

"lYcs, sir; I am vcry sorry, and wvill do my
bcst," 1 replicd.

IlYour bost would have gone much farthcr
yesterday than it will to-day. But wve won't
spcnd our strength groaning over a bad job.
Aftcr breakfast wc will go out and sec wliat
-Ive can do."

,,In this storm father ?" said my mother,
dcpýccatir.gly. «'It is the veorst-starm of the

yoar. Tue snaovblows soyau can scarce flnd
your way."

" Thcre are tvo hundrcd of thosc shiccp,"
saîidjny ftheir. "I canl't aiford talose thieni."

Breakfast over, ive bouind an our snoivshocs,
and îvitli the long pale and a 5110w shovel
wecnt ont to scck for the lost shiccp. IL cîcar-
cd a little before noon, thoughi the wind still
sent thc snow whirling about aur faces, so it
wvas not easy or agreable working. Father
found anc here and another there, and I %vas
set tadig thieiout. Fiftcen shccpwcrcfbioud
and brauglht home that day.

Tlie ncxt the nciglibours came and hielpecl,
for the weathcr hiad modcrated, and there %vas
alway.4 danger that a sudden thawv wauld fol-
lov sncb deep snows, and the slbeep bc
drowncd bcfore thcy could be rescucd. One
by onie, or in twvos Uand threcs, the poor crca-
turcs %vcre found and taken froin the snlow.
But at the cnd af a week af liard wvork there
werc still scventy-fivc m issing.

Il law long wvill any live under the snow
father ?" I askced, wlicn a second w'eck af
woark hiad anly rcduccd tic nuniber of missing
ta farty.

I heard of tlheir livingy thrcc îvccks. We
%vill keep an asiaong as wc' can find any alive,"
said my father.

At the end of threc wceks aIl but twenty-
four were rescucd. Stili -%ve searchcd, and
nafir and then found a poor creature famislbed
and cmaciated, but alive, wvhich ive carricd to
the farm hause, consigned tea- yrmother and
the girls, '«ha chafcd and fcd and tcnded, tili
it %vas won back ta a degrc ai strcngth, %vliic
ive sparcd nu timuc from the àearch.

"I1t's no use ta, bunt longer. The rcst arc
aIl doad," said father anc nighit wvhcn we wverc
coming home dispiritcd and weary, baving
faund five af the poor things lying together
drowned inl anc af the bollows. "'You look
thin and pale, Jack. Yau have waorkcd '«elI.
1 think I must relc.ase you now."

But 1 would naL bce released. The wvard
had beemi, "'Na play tilI cvcry shiep i fouîîd
and, alive or dcad, thcy sbould aIl lic found.
I toiled alone next day, but 1 fouund thirct:,
and onc was alive. The thait carried a~a
the snaw sa fast that 1ihai] lebs anud 'less arca
ta scarch ovcr naov. But it '«as poor encour-
agement ta wvark, for ail I fonnd wc dead.
A dozen timcs I '«as tcmptcd ta yicld ta my
mother's persuasions îîot ta t1îrov' auay any
mare labour. But my fathcrsaid nata word,
and I kept an.

"The shcep are aIl faund Iîow, father; I
taak, off the pelt of the last of the dcad ta-daty,"
1 said anc evcning when he came in late froni
work.

IlWell, Jack, this lesson bias cost me almost
a score of sicep, and bath of us a gaod deal
ai liard %vork ;,.but, if it teaches yau ta bc faitb-
fui ta ail yaur duties in the future, I shaîl not
bc sony."

ITbank, you, father !" said I. And 1
vowved inwvardly that iL sbauld, and I believe
that iL did. ________

A UN T A BBIJE'S MICR OS COPE.

"('OME, Emnma andu illie, hcrc is same-
tlîing worth seing. Came quickly, or

it înay bie gone !" said Auhnt Alibie.
They bath ran ta her, and first Willie and

and thon Emma lookcd into the iittle micro-
scope. As Willic stcpped back ta give

Emma a chance ta laok, lus aunt shook lier
licad and put bier ingers aver lier lips, %vlîicIî
madc ii stand stili aild biold biis lireath,
w~huic lus cyes starcd as if hoe had scenl saine
friglîtinl abject.

For a moment Emmna laokcd imita the glass,
and thcn, starnping hcr foot, she cried- ont;
«Oli, wlîat is this ? I don't, believe yon sa%%

it, Willic. Wiy, iLis an cleplhant, just as truc
as you live? IL lias a trunk wvbicli iL tlirawvs
uip ta the tops ai thue trees and pulls tlîem
doN and catb them. J ubt came and sec 1dm,
\VilIie."

XVillie lookcd inta the glass again, and saîv
the little animal wvalking along fram oneclump
ai tU*cs ta anotîxer.

" Wly, auntie, do tell us what this creature
is ?" said WiIlic.

It is caled a water bc-ar. You se that
thougli it looks large, it must bc small. for it
lias rooni enougli ta, 'alk in '«uaL appears Ito
be a large meadowv, or swvamp, wlîýre trees,
and buslies growv; and besides, you sc ponds
oi '«ater, '«iLl cels and snakes in tbem. Ail
this is contaiîicd in a small drap ai '«ater, s0
the %vater bear must be a vcry tiny affair in-
deed," said Aurit Abbie.

IlAre tîxese creatures truly al ive, auntie ?
asked Emma. l"or are tley make-believes ?"

"Tlîcy arc roally alive, just as yau sc tbcmn
in the microscope, only thcy arc sa Very small
thiat '«c cannot, sec tlîcm witbout a glass made
on purpose. Even grandpa, with- his gold
spectacles, cannat sec tlîem. This %vonderful
g'lass ive c al a microscope."

\Villie amîd Emma sa'« many very interest-
iiig) tlîings in tlîeir vacation, for ncarly every
day tlieir aumît wvould place a drap aif vater,
or a flower, under the microscope that thcy
mrigbt, sec '«bat licautiful Lhings Godîxas made
wliicli are 50 small tlîat '«e cannat sec them
witli aur eyes.

One day Willie sawv anumber oficels squirnx-
iîîg arouind, and a snakc camne out from the
side oi tîxe glass and clîascd theni ont ofisiglît.
Anotlier little round creature thre'« out a bail,
or balloon. This '«as a net ta catch eîs for
lus suî>per. If iL saw a big snake coming, it
would drawv its net iii sa quickly tlîat you
could hiardly sec wvlîcn iL wvent away, and '«heu
the snakc '«as out of siglit, iL '«ould tbraîv iL
out again.

Emma and XVillic -were sorry wvhcn vaca-
tion wvas aver, and tbcy lîad ta go home agffin
and study dry books at school. Tlîcy -much
prcferred studying tlîc water and flo'«crs in
the microscope, than in books. -But their
auint told tlîcm that bath books and -nicro-
scope ivere very desirable and intcresting,
and promised ta showv tbemn many aLlier Lhings
w'ben tiîey visited ber again.

àS 7111 Y THE BIBLE.

J OJIN : 39. Sarch the Scriptures ;,for
in thcm ye thîink yc have eternal1 life:

and tlhcy are thîcy wvhicb testify ai me.
Join viii:32, And-ye shallkno'« Uictruth,

and the trntb snall make you free.
Ps. cxix -129. lby testimonies are wvon-

derful ; therefore dotb my soul kcep tbcm.
Ps. i . 2, 3. I-lis dcligbt is in the liw of tic

Lord, and in bis law doth lie meditate day
and nigbt.

Ps. cxix: 140. Tby word is very pure;
thîcrefore thîy servant lov'ctb it.


