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somie seven or eight more, which may require supplementary
aid when settled, have increased by about $9c0, while on
the part of congregations which are on the list this year
there is a further increase of about $1,000, making a total
increase in permanent pastoral support up to the present
time of $6,000. The receipts for the year ending April 3oth,
1883, were $11,262, and of this amount the supplementary
congregations contributed $1,515.  The expenditure was s
follows : The payments at old rates from Junc 15t to July 1st,
1884, were $1,571 ¢ the payments at new rates from’ July
18, 1884, to April 1st, 1885, were about $7,000; the ex-

nses of administeation were about $6oo—-making a total
of about $9,171, and leaving a balance on the year's opera-
tions of upwards of $2,000 which, added to a halance from
previous years of an equal amount, gives a working balance
of upwards of $4,000.  Applications were made for the cur-
rent year to the amount of $11,045, and those granted
amounted to $9,881 ; and the estimated amount required for
the year is $10,000.

Rev. Robert Laing presented a statcruent on behalf of the
Supplementary Committce, and the recommendations con-
tained therein wete as follow : That the amount, $10,000, re-
quired for Augmentation for the current year, be apportioned
among the Presbyteries; that Presbytenies appuint an Aug.
mentation Commitice to apportion to congregations their
share of theamount levied upon them ; to visit such aid-giving
congregations as may require such visitation in the interest
of the fund ; to visit all aid-receiving congregations with the
view of introducing among thei an improved financial sys-
tem and of inducing them to increase their contnbutions for
the support of ordinances and generally to manage within
the bound; that all permanent additions made to their
pastors’ salanes by aid-receiving congregations, from the be-
gnning of 1886, be deducted for the current year from the
sums apportioned to those congregations by Presbyteries and
from the amounts levied on Presbytenes ; that Presbytenes,
where they deem at desirable for the better working out of
the Scheme within their bounds, be urged to call for assiste
ance 1n the form of a deputation from the Buard ; that all
Presbytenies be required to complete their work and to hand
1n their returns to the secretary on or before March 1st, 1883,
and that all applications for supplement for the year Legin.
ring April 151, 1880, be made on or before tus date, as 1t
will be wmpossible for the Lommuttee to consider apphica-
tions made after their meeting in April.

The Moderator said that the next business was a remit
from the General Assembly with respect toa summer session
of Halfax Presbyterian College and a conference on college
matters. .

Principal McKnight, Modcrator of the General Assembly,
was heard, e proposed a series of resvlutions as an answer
to the remit: i, 'i‘hc Synod would not constder it advis.
able in view of the needs of their own mission ficld merely,
to change the theological season from winter to summer;
but they are willing to make the change if the Assembly can
promise them an attendance of thisty students, 2. The
travelling expenses necessitated by the insttution of a sum-
mer session, to be artended by siudents from a distance,
would have to be provided by the Church. 3. As the bur.
sary and prize funds for the year will be expended in the
winter session of 1856-7, there will be no local funds available
for the aid of students in the summer session of 1887, 4.
It will be necessary that the Assembly enact certain regula.
tions, as that the privilege of attending the summer session
be limited to students whu volunteer to labuur in the mission
field in winter; that students who are prepared to enter on
the study of theology, un so volunteering, be allowed tu be-

in at once with the summer scssion; that students who
ve attended a summer session be not allowed to enter on
a wintcr session in any of our theological halls without hav
ing given a winter’s service in the Home Mission fields.
he retitement of Professor Ross was exhaustively con-
sidered, and aftes long deliberation a motion to grant him a
tetiring allowance of $9oo was adopted.

Rev. Dr. McKnight, in resuming the discussion on the
summer session of the Presbyterian College, opposed the
project on the ground that they had no guarantee that they
would have enough students to attend.

Rev. A. Mcl. Sinclair moved: That the Synod, taking
into consideration all the circumstances of the case, deems
it inadvisable to change the time of holding the session of
the college at Halifax from the winter to the summer months,

Rer. Allan Simpson, seconded by Dr. R. F Burns, moved
in amendment : That in the intercsts of the Home Mission
wotk it is desirable to examine fully the matter of 2 summer
session at Halifax, and with a view to that, recommend the
board to communicate with the college authurities and Home
Mission Board in the West as to the likelihood of securing a
good number of students.

The amendment was carried.

Leave was granted to the several presbyteries to license
sach persons as have applicd.

Rev. Neil McRay reported on behaif of the alumni com-
mittee as follows : That the Alumni Assuciation were aware
of the adverse influences which were at work long ago and
still continued to be at work, as indicated in yesterday's dis-
cussion 3 that it was nccessary for the friends of the college
1o rally avound it aud increase the teaching staff as sovn as
po&&ih{c, and intraduce lectures by experienced pastors in
the practical work of the ministry ; that the amaigamation
of an institution which is providing for a ministerial educa.
tion for some 900 miles of the Church’s territory is an absurd-
ity which the Alumni cannot contemplate for 2 moment.

Rev. Dz, Burns moved the {ollowing resoiution, seconded
by Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Yarmouth: This Synod reccives
with respect the communication from the Alumni, and this
Synod would express its undiminished interest in our college
as cssential to the . weli-being of our Chutch, and trusts that
until hes-finances be placed on a mor <atisfactory basis, the
annual collection made by all our congregations will be con-
tinued. The Synod regrets that there ate so few candidates
for the holy ministry availing themsclves of the benefits of
the institution,

The Synod agreed to meet in St. Andrew's Church, Truro,
on the first Tuesday in October, 1886,

the Suppiementary List last ?'tar increased by $1,711, while

OBITUARIES.

JOIIN ROBERTSON.

Mr. John Roberstson died at the village of Ancaster on the
15th of September in the ninetieth year, of his age. e was
torn at \Westfield, East Lothian, Scotland, and came to
Canada in 1842, settling in Ancaster, where he has resided
for the past forty-three years, IHe was ordained an clder in
connection with the United Presbyterian congregation under
the Rev. John Lees in the fall of 1857, and continued 1n
that  “.ce through the subscquent unions of the different
branches of the Presbyterian Church.  le wus widely
known and highly respected by a lazge number of friends,
and his active service in the Master’s cause will be long re-
membered by many. During his extended hfe heenjoyed good
health and hislast iliness was of short duration, as he was con-
fined to his house only two days.  He passed away veace-
fully to his rest, sayingz a few hours before hisacath : *“ Tam
going home.” _ A noticeable feature at the funeral was that
a great grandson of the deceased acted as one of the pall-
bearers, linking four generations of the living and dead to-
gether,

ARCHIBALD SWAN.

Archibald Swan, a ruling elder in Knox Church, Montreal,
died at Ormeston, Quebec, on the 12th, at the age of sixty-
four, and was buried 10 Mount Royal Cemetery on the t4th
day of August. ‘The deceased was botn in Dollar, at the
foot of the Ochil Ihils 1n Clackmannanshire, and recaved
his education at the famous Dollar Institution.  After serve
“ing his spprenticeship to a draper in Dunfzrmline he held
successive appointments in Galashicls, (ilasgow and London,
from which latter place he came to Canada about thisty-two
years ago.  From the tine of his arnival in his adopted coun-
try until about three years before his death, with the excep-
tion of a short time spent in Ontario, Mr. Swan resided in
Montreal and was actively engaged in commercial, life in
which he was noted fur his honesty and integnty. Svun after
arriving in this country he connected himself with St. Gabnel
Street congregation, then under the pastoral care of Rev.
Mr., afterwards Dr., Inclis, and was not 1ong a member be
fore the congregation showed their confidence 1n him by
clecting him to the office of deacon. In 1865 Mr. Swan was
one of those who went out from Sy Galwicl 10 enter Knus
Church, and with this church he maintained conncctivn unul
the day of his death.

For many years he served as deacon and in 1878 (after
having been several times clected to the eldenship but an-
able to accept on account of his business engagements) he
was ordained to the eldership. He took a lively and intel-
ligent interest in all church wortk, and as member, deacon
and elder, faithfully discharged his duties. Now that he has

one to his rest, there are many who will remember his
ﬁindly remonstrance, his firm adherence to what he believed
to be right, his Christian hospitality and best of all, his cun-
sistent Christian life, the living epistle.  For the last three
years he had been gradually failing and knew his carthly
journcy was nearly done, Death had no terrors for him;
on the comxari', as he remarked to the writer not very long
before he died, he had ““a desire to depart and be with
Christ, which was far better.” His end was peace. e died
on a couch, outdoors, at the close of a summer evening. e
wished, he said, to see the sky and the trees, and fsel ll}c
balmy air until the end.  ““Blessed arc the dead which dic
in the Lord.” - J.T.D.

§apbath 5cbo_o_l _’(‘:_eacl?er.

INTERNATIONAL LISSONG.
Nav. v} DEATH OF EUISHA.  { = Kiss o

GoLveN Text.—*‘He being dead, yet speaketh.”—
Hebrews xi. 4.
INTRODUCTORY REVIEW.

Name the different dynastiesthat passed away in the King-
dom of Israel. \What was the reason for such judgmerits?
How were the kings of Isracl related to the kings o?judah?
Explain the defect in the zeal of Jehu.  \What evidence have
we that the Lord regarded it asdefective? What was the
peculiarity of the Rechabites?  What were the three kinds
of moncy brought to the temple in ordet (o repair it?

INTRODUCTION.

We in this lesson return to the history of Isracl. Jehu
reigned twenty-cight years long and vigorous, but nut
prusperous, on account of the sin of Jeroboam to which he
clung. The Syriuns smote the Israclites to the east of the
Jordan and he was not able to resist them.  His son Je-hoa-

1z succeeded him and sinned as he did, and the Lord deliv.
cred Isracl into the hands of the Syrians, so that their army
was reduced to fifty horsemen and ten chariots, a very smail
contingent in comparison with the usual number.  He, after
a reign of seventeen years, was succeeded by his son Joash,
who rcigned badly for sixteen years, and is interesting on
aecount of the scene between himself and the dying prophet
—the subject of this lesson,

EXPLANATORY.

We come to the close of a remarkable life, and the close
is worthy of such a carcer.

1. Elisha Living.—The last we saw of Elisha wasin con-
nection withthe anointing of Jchu, and that was forty-fiveycars
ago. But although thereis no record of his life during all that
time, we know lﬁat it was throughout, from its bcﬁmning to
its close, one of remarkable devotion to the Lords cause.
He, no doubt, kept up the schools of the smphcxs and
visited them regularly, and, by admonition and rebuke, did
what he could to correct the irregularities of the kings; but,
as it seems, with little success.

A bricf review of the lifc of Elisha will give an idea of the
greatness of that lifeas 2 whole. The call by Elijah, the

prayer for a double portion, the division of the waters of the

Jordan, the sweetening of the waters of Jericho, ths history
of the Shunammite, the wonderful manifestations of power in
connection with the Syrians and a numberjof other miracles
make it altogether a Wfe remarkalle fur th- degree in which
it hasbeen acknowledged by God.  Only a man of very great
nearness to Gol could be thus honoured, It mn)'%e that
the part of his life passed uver in silence was the most im-
portant, Itis no part of greatness to have it published to
the worlld.  The brethren o Jesus thoupht so dohn vii, 4):
‘10 Thou do these things, show Thysell to the world ™ bat
were rebuked for it,  True greatness can work quietly and
silently and wait fur the wurld’s recogmition when God shall
declase the truth about all,

I1. Elisha Dying.—1e is now old, probably between
cighty and ninety years, and cume to lus lastsichness.  Even
such men cannot escape if they waould, and they would notif
they could,  \When a lady once asked the question of a cer-
tain persun, in the preseace of John Newton, *How did
he dee 77 Juhn Newton replied. 'Y A more important question
is, ‘How did he Zize?'" That is true, and we know how

* Elisha lived; but it is also interesting to know huw he died.

We sce two characteristics.

(1) Unsversal sorrow,--"The king—awicked kingat that—
weeps over him and says. ** My father, my father, the chariot
of Isracl and the horsemen thereof.,”  \When good men are
taken away, even they who will not obey them acknowledge
that it is a pusle: calamity, when the renioval of, the wicked
is a public good.  Happy is it for the man whose death is a
cause of regret.

(2) His intercit in Lracl anabated,.-\When Jesus knew
that His hour was cume, He cuntinued His interest in His
disciples to the end, furgetful of Himself. (John aiii. 1) So
did Elisha, He is grieved over the appression of the
Syrians, and in answer to much prayer is allowed to give
the king an assurance of victory.

(3) Symbovisc promisc  Asa dying Lequest he gives the
hing a beautiul picionial lesson that could not Le forgotten,
and would be an inspirauen n the confhct.  He sad:
¢ Take Luw and arruws™; and the hing Jid so. Then he
told hum **10 put his hands upon &,” or **10 draw the bow,”
and he did su. Elisha then put his hands on the king'’s
hands and tuld him to **upen the window eastward,” and
then *“1ushout.™  When the hing shot the arrow, Elisha
said. “*The arrow of the Lotd’s deliserance, and the arrow
of deliverance from Syria,” ete., ver. 17. There is the act
and its mtz.z)umhan. The shouting of an arrow eastrvard,
tunand the Syrian countsy, was a%eaaration of war. Put-
ting his hands on the hands of the King meant that the
strength for victory was to come from the Lord.

We would nuw expect the hing to be inspited with
enthusiasis and sirong fah,  He s told to éegrn the warand
1s assuted of Divane help and victury.  But we are disap-
ponted an that.  The prophet now tells lim 1o take the
whole quiver of arruws and shoot into the eanth.  As aif he
sad. " Now you have the promise of victory ; sce what use
you will makeof 11, how much cnergy you are ready tothrow
into the cunflict.”  And hie took and shot three arrows and
then swpped.  The prophet was angry with him, because
of his want of enthusiasm, He should have continued
shouting, su that Ly repeated victuries the Syrians might be
consumed. .- e

What a striking illustratzon ef the position of the Church !
We have been sent here for war against sin; we have been
told that victory is sure, that the Lord fights for us, and that
it depends un vur owa cfforts what we shall accomplish.
** According to your faith be it unto you.”  And yet, like the
unbelicviag jang, enthusiasm burns low.

11, Elisha Dead. —Elisha was buried, and the people
honoured lim by.a very grand funeral, It is the best that
can be done to show respects but how lutle the departed
think of such earthly show. Hc was probably buried near
or at Jericho, which led to the next incident recorded.

Noabites.—In the spring of the year they invaded the
land. A band of them canie in sight as a company of Isracl-
ites were burying a maa.  They threw the body into the
sepulchre of Elisha and fled for their lives.  The body came
into contact with the bones of Elisha—which was possible
as they wrapped the bodies in shrouds—and as soon as the
dead touched the bones of Ehsha he stood up on his feet.

This was a proof that Elicha was yet e/rze, and the power
he used to excrcise siill exvisted somewhere.  God is the God
of the living, and has power to give life.

This resurrection pave the stamp of divine approval to
the character of Elisha, and as to his character so to the
festimony of his lile, and hence to the prophecy of the
arrows, .

IV. Prophecy -Fulfilled. ~ It was predicted by Elijah,
{1 Kings aix.) and by Elisha 2 Kangs viti. 12) that Haaacl
would atilict Isracl.  Herc it as stated that dvering the reign
of Jehwahaz this came to pass.  But the pronuses given to
Abraham (Genesis xvune 4 85 xnii 15-18) are also rememe
bered, and hence Istacd s sut Jesiruped. The Lurd wishes
to bless if the people will allow,

After Hazacl died, the last prophecy of Ehsha s fulfilled.
Joash dcfeated the Syrians three times and took hack the
aites taken from them by Hazael. No word spoken by
God will fall to the ground.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Sickness and death are sure to all.

2. A man never outlives his uscfulness.

3. The best monument is to be missed.

4. We sheuld be so ready to dic as to be able in death to
give attention to others.

§ Faith in divine power is the sceret of success.

3. All God has spoken to the Christian or unbelicver will
come to pass.

Mg. Newman Hatt, during his recent visit to Switzer-
land, did nine hours’ walking in a day without fatigue, and
this after forty-five {cars of teemstaliem. He had the com-

.Q:nionship among the Algg 6f Dr. Monro Gilison and Dr.
Maclaren, of Manchester, .



