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o‘l' the parents the New Testament ordinance of bap-
tisis is administered to the chnld; notto give it a place
within the Church, or to bring it into relation to s
life and influence, but as a public and declarative re-
cognitfon of that fact, viz., born within the pale of the
kingdom of God on earth, the divine providence
scttles the relation, and the divine word proclams at,
in the promise to every believing parent “1 wilbe a
God unte thee and to thy sced afier thee™ -a
promise never revoked.  Changes in ordinances,
in modes of ratification and declaration Lave been
made, but never in the terms and subjects of the co-
venant. In the recognition and declaration, of this re-
lation between the belicving parent and his clildren,
the Church in her organized and assembled capacity
is one of the covenanting partics, and here she comes
in as Christ's true successor in teaching lus truth and
representing his claims and character.  In her
school work she is not merely supplementing
the family in teaching the child, but supporting, en-
couraging, praying with the parcat and for the family,
in all their difficult work of bringing up their children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. She is en
gaged in this work not on grounds of sentiment or
utility but because God has thus organized family and
church life.  Our third fact will be what the Sabbath
School really is and the important place it has in the
Word of God. Joux McEwun.

THE CHURCH vs. SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Awid all the good, real or fancied which Sabbath

School Conventions have accomplished, that good, it
must be admitted has not been unmixed with evil, and
one of the crying evils which have come m with them
and of which they have been cither the cccasion or
the cause, or hoth, is, the sccondary and surbordinate
place which is given by them to the Church in contra-
distinction to the Sabbath School. The natural and
necessary effect of this, the keenest advocates of Sib-
bath School Conventions have been compelicd 1o ac-
knowledge; for in every Convention, especially of late.
the question has come up and been discnssed m every
varicty of form “ How shall the children of the Sabbath
School, as they become matured, be preserved to, and
become interested 1n the Church ?” Our Lord, we are
told, loved the Church and gave Himself for 1t, and
in doing so He gave it no secondary or surbordinate
place, for while He dearly loved “hutle chuldren,” vet
He first uttered the injunction, “Feed my sheep,”
and then emphasized it by repeaung it, ere He said
“Fced my lambs,” and 1n keeping this injunction the
apostles went forth everywhere planung churches in-
cluding in them both the old and the young. In our
day however in many congregations the Sabbath
School has become a distinct, supreme and almost in-
dependent organization, so much sothat it is famiharly
called the children’s Church, in which, as is not un-
frequently the case, tcachers are appomted by the
superintendent or by the teachers’ association, and it is
often looked upon as a matter of condescension and
acknowledged incapacity, rather than of consistency
or of cutirtesy for either the superintendem or teachers
to consult with the minister or session either in regard
tothe teachers to be engaged,orin regard to the orde,,
the exercises,or teachings of the school. Thus in this
way an independeant organization exists in many a
congregation, irresponsible as it is unpresbyterial, and
consequently unscriptural and in so far hurtful.  Such
organizations however, while deserving all the credit
for the much good they do, yet presume so much
upon their place and power as to all but hedge them-
sclves around with a siemeo e dmpune lacessit,

It is unfortunate too, that not a few of our ministers,
cither consciously or unconsciously, if they do not
favor, at least foster this alienation between the
Sabbath School and the Churcl:; for while they may
periodically preach a sermon to the children of their
charge, and many do not do even this, yet with the
exception of such specialities how often doss it happen
that from one year’s end to the other the children zre
practically ignored in the preaching of the gospel,
which is ordinarily bayond their comprehension, not
always however, so much in the matter presented as
in the mode in which it is presented, being so seldom
addressed to them in such words and in such a way as
to arrest their attention and make an abidingand effect-
ive impression on their minds and hearts.  Such being
the case many people are led to think that children
have no right and should have no place in the congre-
gationyand in gbbsequence kesp them athome and

send them to the Sabhath Sciool only, on idea which
anud 30 suueh to foster it, suon becomes embodhied
the very beamng of the childrea, and need we then won-
der that, under andafier such tram ng n thewr younger
and more mpressible years when they bLecomne as
they tiunk too big or too wise 1o attend the cluldien's
church, so many of our once hopeful youth should fidd
to come forward and take theirr place and act their
part as they onght in the congregation, a congregation
m regard 1o which as & congregauon they are often
all but total strangers not only as tots work but astoits
worstup as well.  The Church is like a houschold
which are both old and jyoung, ruling an: ruled, and
as there, the best way to interest the voung in the
affairs of the houschold is to do so while they are
young and shew them then how the interest of the
houschold an 1 of cach member of 1t is one; so in the
Church, and 1n order to this let the Church hold fast
her legitimate supremacy, exercising it firmly but kind.
ly, and let cachiclement of her power and cvery aspeat
of her work ever constitute onc constitutional umty,
while distinct as the waves yet one as the sea, and
this way the pur.ty and the peare, the prosperity and
the perpetuity of the Church will become at once more
hopeful, mantifest and glorious.

A PROSPEROUS SARBATH SCHOOL.

Mg, Enrror,—At this pentod in the history of
Sabbath Schools, a few words regarding the work
might not bz unwholly unmteresung to the readers of
the “Presbytenan.” It 15 not too much to say that
many of our ablest munds wm this and the Mother
Country, are actively engaged in the perfecting of the
present [nternational System of Sabbath Schogl Les.
sons, with its auxithaiies in the way of maps, black-
board-wark, teachers’ helps, etc  In this connection 1
wauld mention Knox Church Sunday Schoul, Brussels,
which has stingaled along with varying success for
many ears. Fae yoars ago the artendance was about
fifty: at the clos: of 1827 1t nubers 120 and upwards,
Over twenty persons have during the last twy years,
bern added to the Church from the ranks of the Sab.
bath Schnol.  The schoal is nov: in a very prospgrous
condition in a great measure owing to the 1 vel.er in.
terest taken by bath tevrhiers and pupils since the in-
troduction ot the present system of lessons. The
officers of the schonl comyrise 2 superintendent [the
pastor), Bible class leader, hbrarian, se-retary-trea.
surar, and nme devotad teachers, with International
Lessons, map, blackboard, argan, and a library of over
s00 volumes. A very pleasant entertaimment was
held on Chnistinas for the benefit of the children, and
a very cnjovable feature of it was a presentation to
the supermtendent {Rev. S. Jones) and to the Bible
class leader (Mr. \W. Warner® of testimonials of the
love and esteem entertained for them by the whole
school. And while the children shew cwvidence of
their gratitude to the directing heads of the school for
the iong and faithful services they have rendered, the
fricnds outside fully recognizing the painstaking etforts
of the supenintendentand teachers, have kindly donated
the school a map, blackboard, and a Lbrary of 200
volumes; the latter to be introduced in January, 1878.
It is encouraging for those engaged in Sunday School
work to find it prospering %o in ther hands  to feel
that God s blessing their eflorts to lead the children
to Christ. There is evideatly a great lack of interest
on bebhalf of parents and the Church gencially regard-
ing the Sabbath School.  The Sabbath School is the
chuld of the Church, and as such should be provided
for and nourished by the Church. How often do we
find the Sabbath School from which the Church to a
great extent looks for accessions to its membershup, a
self-susta’ning institution, supported entirely from the
contributions of the teachers and the children, and
beyond the control of the Church. If the Church
would take hold of the schools in connection with it,
provide for their every want, encourage both teachers
and children by frequent visitations of parents and
Church officers, as well as by all persons interested in
the work, we would find that our Sabbath Schools
would greatly increase and multiply, and become more
and more a giant powerin the land forgood. Inconnec-
tion with the organ in the Sabbath School, 1 might say
that aithough it is generally considered a valuable ac-
quisition to the school, there are unfortunately a fen
who look upon it as an unwairantable innovation.

'W.B.D.'

[We rejoize to hiear of the prosperity of the Brussels
Sabbath School, and hope that the superintendent and

s well-equipped staft’ of officers and teachers will
tind still greater suceess following thewr prasseworthy
ctforts,  The Interational Lessoas ought to b used
1w all Sabbath Schols.  Considering the l‘rcqucm re-
moval of clildren, along with their parents, from one
part of the country to anather, it i3 necessary that the
samc course of mstruction should be followed in all
the schools.  The opposition to the use of mstrumen-
tal music in the Sabhath School will probably not last
very long.  There are very few Sabbath Schools in
this city without it, even among those cernccted with
churches that do not use it in their regular service;
and we think the same may be said of most cities and
towns in the province. - Eb. C. ]

LETTER FROM FATHER CHINIQUY.

To THE PROTESTANT CHURCH OF CANADA—
I eannot let this day pass without giving you the
axpression of my gratitude, for what you are doing to
spread the bight of the Gospel among my countrymen,
It is to you, after Gad, that | owe the ineapressible
Jov of <ceing so many of them giving up the wdols of
thé Pope to follow Christ. Your fervent prayers to
the throne of mercy, with the noble sacmitices you
pave made, have caused, these last three years, more
than 7,000 Roman Catholics to sce the saving light of
the Gospel and accept it.  May the Saviour who has
promised an cternal reward for a cup of cold water
given m his name, bless cvery one of you for what you
have donc for me and my countrymen, But allow
me to tell you that the glorious victories which the
God of Truth has given us over tus implacable Ene
emy these last few years must not cause us to relax
our cfiorts or lay down our arms. Itas the very con-
trary. Lot us remember that we are not called to
conguer only thousands, but a mmlhon of souls to
Christ.  Let every onc of us remember that our great
and mughty God calls us to do one of the mcst
sublime works which have ever been intrusted to the
hands of men, the conversion of a whole people. If
we are true to Hum, He gives us, m the past ruccess,
the assurance of the most glorious and blessed results
in the fotve. We have sure indications that the
Church of Rome 1s shaken to her foundations, not
only 1 Mantreal, but all over Canada. | have w wmy
hands a mulutude of £1cts which would send a thnil
of Joy everywhere, if a short letter could allow me to
give them. The thousard converts who have been
forced 1o leave Montreal on acraunt of the persecu
t.ons they had to suffer from the Pricsts, are scatterirg
the Gospel Truths everywhere they go.  Every week,
somct.mes evary day, I reccive the most intcresting
letters fiom some of the couverts who have heen
broughit to the knowledge of the Truth, by those who
left Montreal in order rot to starve.  Let me tell you
one of thoscmost interesting facts that you may help me
to bless the Saviour for these great mercies towards
precious souls. Two ycars ago a young lady cmi-
grated to Winnipeg, Manitot:a, and read there a news-
paper, which fell into her hands by accident.  That
acwspaper comained one of wy addresses on auricu-
lar confession.  That girl, who was very devoted and
uscd to gu and confess once cvery week, was puzzled
by the new light which came to her mund throi gh
that reading.  She immediately wrote to me to ask a
few questions on that subject. I answered hier and
sent her a volume of the “ Priest, the Weman and the
Confessional,” with several other of our tracts and a
Bible. Two months after, 1 received fromn that young
Lady one of the most intcresting letters I have cver
read, tellng we her joy and happiness. She wrote
how she had understood the crrors of Popery, and
accepted Christforheronly Saviourandrefuge; andhow
her soul was €illed with joy which she was unable to .
eapress, from the day that she had made her peace
with Him, She asked me to send her more tracts
and Bibles, for she had many friends to whom she
wanted to give the light which made her so happy.
1 granted her request. Five months later four French
Canad:ans of Manitoba, wrote me a letter of thanks
for those tracts and books; for they, also, after having
read them, had accepted the great gift, and were ex-
ceedingly glad in its possession. Last week a letter
written by a well-educated Irishman from Manitoba,
told me that he and a French Canadian woman had
been converted by reading the bocks and tracts we
had sent to that young lady. But these facts are not
isolated ones. They are multiplied not only all over
Caaada, but in many .parts of the United States,
where 1 have half 2 million of my countrymen whom



