
THE FAVOetITE
The girl'. eyes fIlled Witb sndden teens, ai

she turuod lier liead aside upon the pIllow Lh
supporLed IL.

"Il was so hiappy then, Lucins," eh. seid; "'no
I arn ful0fcares.'

"éNeediesu ceres, believe me, deaneet, 1 enoweri
ber lover. "gYour grndfatlier le a greut de
better-weak stilI, but muoli strongen than y(
are. He wlll be down-steîrs firet, depond upt
IL. I should have brouglit hlmn lu te taeot(
wltli ns thie attennoon If I lied uot been atraý
of agitaLlng you. I neyer liedsncb a nervoi
excitable patient."

"lAh, you muy welI say that, Dr. Davoren
seid Nurse Mildeneon, witli lien good-neture
scolding teue, I nover see snob an eggitabl
patient.--toss and turne and worrit lier pooar deu
self, as If she lied ail the ceres of this mortie
wonld upon lien blessed shoulders. Wliy, Mni
Beck, lu Stevedor-equare, thet lias seven chi
dren and a cliaudler's business te look aftoi
doesn't wornit baîf as mucli wben elie keeps lit
bed, tho' she knows as evenythlnk la et sixe
and sevens down-stairs; those blessed chuîdrei
tumbling down and burting of themmelves a
every baud. turn-and a bit of e girl serviug li
the @hiop that don't kuow wbere te bey lier han,
upon a Lhiug, and bas't headpiece te know Lb
difference betweeu beet freeli and thirteer
penny Dorset."

Altogether this tee-drnkiug lied been a lieppq
break lu Lucius Davonen's it.e, despite thos,
eurs of Luolie. He befi been with lienouci

more; IL lied seemed somethlug ike old times
Re saw a great penil peet, and was tbankfnl
After tee lie read te lier a itte-some ml
tender bines of Wordsworths-and then the3
mat talklug lu the dusk.

Mauy imes durng lier Ilînees Lucillie h
embannassed lier lover by ber auxions luquinlei
about the Wlnchers. H1elied hitherto waived
the question; now lie teld ber briefly thet tlie3
were gone - Mn. Sivewrigit lied dismîsset
thern.

She protested againet this as a great cruelty,
69Tbey were devoted te my graudfatlier; they

were the beet and mogt teitliful servants thai
even any one lied," elie suld.

diTliey miglit seem so, Lucilie, and yet bt
capable of robbIug their obd master on the finsi
good oppotnuity. Yonr grndfatber's long
Ilînes afforded tliem that eppotunity, and1
believe tlioy Look Lt."1

"lHow cen you know thet ? Wus anytbiu1steben?'" she esked eegerly.
diYes; seme valuable pieces of oldisibver, anc

other property, were taken."1
A look 0f Intense pancame inte Lb. pale

curewonn face.
ciHow enu you b. sure those thinge were

taken by Lb. Winchens 'V" she esked.
ilSirnply becanse there le no one else whc

oould possibly geL t Lliem. Mn. Wincer sliwed
himself veny doyen Lhnonglout Lb. business,
acted e itIe comedy for my edificetion, and
evldeutly tliought te boodwink me. But I wes
able te sec Lrougbhlm. Iu point 0f tact, Lb.
evidence ageiust hlmn was conclusive. So ut
my advice your grndfetben dlsmlssed hlm,
Witliout au houn's warning; and strange te say,
bis heelth lias teen elowîy meudlng ever mince
bis faitliful servaut's depertune."

IlWheL 11" cnled Lucilie, with a bonnfed look,
"oyou think IL, possible that Wiucber enu bave__"

diTeunpered with the medicine by your grand-
fatben's bedside. Y.., Lucilie, thut le what I do
believo; but lie le uow safe ou the ontide of
this bouse, and you need nugL give yourself a
moment'. uneasinese upon Lb. subject. Thlnk
of IL as somethiug that lias nover been, and
trust lu my cane fer the seourity of the future.
No evil-disposed penson shahl enter this bouse
while 1 am hero to guard IL."

The girl looked ut hlm wlLb e wlld despeIning
geze-looked et hlm witliout seelng hlm-
looked beyoud hlm, as If lu empty spece lier
eyos belield some hideous vision. She fuug lier
liead amide upon Lb. pillow, wiLli e gesture of
supremne dejectIon.

"gA thief and a mundener 1"1 se.seid lu tories
tee low to reecli the lover'. eer. "#Oh, rny dreem,
my droam le"

CHAPTER XVI.

AN OLI> FR!END RRAPPEAO.

Lucius hed been working e itle harder Ilion
usuel ou one of those Septeniber attennoons,
and was mest a shade more weany of Mliedneck
BasIn end is sunroundinge then bis wont. H1e
looked ut Lb. foneet of spars visible youder above
the bouse-tops, and wlsbed thut lie and Lucilie
could bave sailed tegether lu on. 0f those great
ships, fer ou nto thLb.wild wide main, te seek
some new-made world, whene cane was note nly
love and hople. He bail oftLen euvied Lb. stelwau-t
young Irielimen, Lb. healtliy epple-cbeeked
girls, the stnong iearty wayfaerns fnom nontli
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ud of the narrow ways to which duty lied called
ist hlmn; a larie of tail old bouses, lu wbicli one

bardly saw the sky, and wbere srnallpox lied
oW lately appeared-a more hateful visitor than

even the agent wlthbhis Ink-bottle.
,ed I muet get the taint of that place blown out
ai of me someliow before I go to her,"l thouglit
ou Lucius. "il 1 take a walk down by the docks,
on and get what air Is to be had from the river."
,ea Air lu those narrow streets there was none;
id lite lu a diving-beli could liardly bave been
us muoli worse. The fresh breeze from the water

Beerned more lnvlgoratiug than strong wine.
i," Lucius got ail he could of lt-which wes flot very
ed mnuoli-so completely was the shore occupled by

le tall warehouses, stores, provision-wliarfs, and
ar s0On.
al Re walked as far as St. Ketbarine's Wharf,

s. always liugging the river; and here, having
l- some filme to spare before his usual hour for

r, presenting hlrnself at Cedar House, lie folded
er bis arms and took bis ease, lazily watchlng the
es bustie of the scene around hirn.
nu lie bad been here before rnany ties lu his
at rare lutervals of leisure-the brief pauses lu bis
In long day'se work-and had watclied the departing
id steamers with a keen envy of the traveilers
e they carried-a lougiug for quiet old German
a- cities...for long tranquil summer days dawdled

away lu the churches and picture-galleries of
ýy qualut old Belgian towns-for IdIe wanderlngs
ee lu Brittany's queint oki villages, by the sunflît
,e 1-ance,-for anything, lu short, raLlier than the1
si, dtusty beaten track of bis oid duli Ilfe. 0f course1
I. this was before lie knew Lucille ; ail bis aspi-
fi rations nowadays lncluded her.
y On thîs bright sunuy afternoon, a wesL wind

blowiug freshly down the river, lie lounged wlthi
di folded arme, and watohed the busy lite of thatJ
ýs allent highway wlLh a seuse of supreme relief eitE
d liaving elided bis day's work. The wharf itself
y Was quiet enougli et tliis time. A few porters1
d loiteerd about; one or two idlers seemed ou

the look.out, like Lucius, for nothing in parti-E
rculer. He beard the porters sey somethinge

y about the Polestar, froma Rotterdam-lieard1
Lt without beedlng, for bis gaze bad wandered

after a mighty vessel-an ernlgrent-shlp, he feit
e assured -whlch bad Just emerged fromn the
ýt docks, and was beiug towed down the broaden-N
glng river by a diminutive black tug, whlchç
1made no more of the business than if thatc

floating village lied beeu a oockle.sieIL He was
gstili watching Luis outward-bouud vessel, when 1

a loud puffiug ami panting and snortlng arose t
1 Just below hlm. A bell rang: the porters

seemed to go suddenly mad ; a lot of people si
5congregeted from uowhere lu particuler, and

the whaerf wes ail life and motion, frantic burry il
Band eageruess.

The Polestar steamer had just arrlved from Q
3Rotterdam, Lree liours atter ber ime, as be s

1 beard Lbe porters tell eacb other. ]Lucius dlooked down et that vessel, wlth ber cargo of s,
common-place hiumauity - looked llstlesely,
lndlfferently - while the passengers camne1
scramhling up the gangway, ail more or lesserf
dilapldated by the sea voyage.a

But preseutly Lucius gave a great start. Just il
beueatl i bm, amnoug those newly dlsernbarked a
voyager&, lie beheld a littie fat matn, wlth a n
round comfortabie flond face, close sbaven-a n
supreinely calmn individuel, emidst ail that
turmoil and hurry, cerrylug a neet littie shluy ci
portmanteau, and resoiutely refusing ail assis- e,
tance from porters. Lucius had lest seen tehis î
man on the shores of tbe Paciflc. That round t(
contented Netherleudisli visage beionged to noue lq
other than Absalom Schanck. fi

The siglit of tbat once-farnillar face had a
powerful effeot upon Lucius. It brouglit back pl
the mernory of those dark days In the forest.- tî
the vision of the log-liut-tLlose three quiet fo
figures sltting despondently by the desolate tj
beerth, where the pine-brancixes flared and tî
crackled lu the silence-three men wbo bed no
beart for cheerful telk -who lied exhausted fe
fvery argument by whicli hope rnight bie sus- cc

tned. Aud stili more vlvldly came back to b(
hlm the Image of that tourtb f[gure-the bag- gt
gard face, witb ILs tangled triage of unkernpt 1c
beir, the wlld eyes and tawuy akin, the long al
claw-Ilke bands. Yes, it came back te hlm as sa
lie lied seen It fIrst peering In at tbe doon of the
but-as bie had seen IL efterwards Iu the lurld or
glanre of the pine-logs---s lie lied seen it lest of ai
ail, distorted wltli a sudden agony-Lbe deetb n(
paug-when those bouy bauds relaxed thelr to
clutoli upon the shattered casernent. w,

Swiftly dld these hated memories flash br
througli bis mind. His Urne for thougbt was of.
the briefest, for the littie Dntchman had not fer or
te corne before lie must needs pass bis old M
travelling compeulon. Re lonked about hilm 01]
gally as lie mounted, bis cbeery counitenence bu
and bearing otrerlng a marked contrat te tbe wl
dlslievelled and woebegone air of bis fellow pas- th
seugers. Preseutly, as his gaze roved bere auda

there for the eternlty. lie le gone, zey Bay, as
If lie ha.d the bower of logomotion ferlost. Man
talks of hlmn as If hc wes deed. Yase, 1 bave
been te GalIfornie. 1 have dlgged, and uot
found gold, and bave corne back to Englaud ;and have gone to Rolland to see ruy familles ;
and have found my familles for the moston
dead, and arn come back to my cuddy et Pet-
torsea, where my lîttie bousekeepen koop ailuhinge streigit vhie Iam away. If I arnutho
Rocky Mounduins, If I ar n luGalifornie, IL le
niclits. She keep my place tidy. She havemiy
case-bottle and my bipe ready wben I go borne.
Aud uow, Daforen, corne te Pattorsea one tirne,
and let us bave one long talk."1

IdYes,"l answered Lucius thoughtfnlly. ilI
went a long talk witb you, mny deer old Schauck.
Tlie time when we parted oompeny seouns to
me something like a dreern. I eau just re-
member oun pertlng. But wlieu I look beck tethose days I soe them Llirough a mist-like the
dim. outlîne of the bille lu the cloudy antumu
duybreak. Our journey through the foreat wlth
those Ceuadlusour arrivai at Lytton. I know
thet sncb thinge were, but I teel as if Lhey must
bave lieppeued te some one else, and not to me.
Yet aIl thet went before that tirne le clear
enougli, God knows. I shall nover lose the
memnory of t/vit."1

"lAh!1 you was fery ill-you velked lu your
lieed, for long ime. If 1 had not made one
littie boblu l your anm, and beL the blood spunten,i
liko one fountuin, you mlgbt have shall died1
becomen been," seid the Dutchimau, somewhet1
vague lu bis grasp of Engllsli compoundi tones,
whlcli le was apt to prolong iudelltlvely,
14Yes, you velk lu your telk-vet iL le you say ?i
remblen. But corne now, shahl we take a cab-
it ls long ways to Pettensca - or walt for a
steamer et Towers Verf.">

siThe steamer will he quleker, perbaps,"1 sald
Lucius, diand we can Lelk on board lier, tTlitre are some questions I want te ask you,
Scliauck. I shah bhave te toucli upon a hateful 1subjeot ; but thone are sorne points on wbilh I
went te be satisflod." I"iYou shall ask aIl questions des you vieli.a
Come qulck to Towers Vert."1

ilSLay," said Lucius, ilI amn expocted some- t
where this evening, and the Battersea voyage t
wlll take corne Lime. You want to geL borne etI
mnce, I suppose, old fellow ?'I"

"6Thet want 1 mucli. Tlierç le the littlea
housewife. I wunit thet cie bas not mun eway t
to see." t

cRun away te see,"I cried Luiuusiý. truuzbed. p
Ras she any proclivlty of that k'nd ?V
"I waut te see ehe not lias run away. Whiero s'

sa IL you Englieli put your verb ?"I
iiWell, met blet me seud a message, Sý-alorni"

Salom was short for Absalom, e pet name lbe-
stewed on the littie Dutoliman lu the brigliter si
laye of their expeditien-4i and I'm et youre
service."

Lucius scrawled a few linos lui poucil on a
laf of is pocket-book, wbicb lie toreouot andi9g
folded into a littIe unote. This smeil missive lie w
addressed to Miss Slvewrlght, Coder House, and p
Intrusted te e porter, wliose general iutogrIty 'w
and spotlessuess of clueructer were certified by a
notaI badge, and wlio pnomised to deliver theohb
note for the modest sum 0of sixpeuce. bJ

Tbe note was ouly te inform Lucille thet Lu- tl
cius lied an unexpected engagement for that w
vening, and could not be et Coder Honise til Si
[ate. It bed become a custorn for hlm te drink Lu
Le lu the sick room, witli Lucille, and Mns. pl
fildenson, wbo was overflowiug wltli sympa-
Lhy. S(
This smell duty eccomplished. Lucius eccomn- e

eanied Mr. Scbanck te Towen Whenf, wheno hi
xey speedlly emberked'un a steamer bond hb
lr the Temple Pler, wliere tliey could transfer
àeumselves to another bark whicli plied beLtveen oi
àat pien and Clielsea. BThe bout was lu no wise crowdod, yot Lucius m

eL IL wes no place for confidentiel talk. Who
-uld say wliat minion of Mn. Otreuto's mlgbt Ti
)e lurklng among those seedily.clad passen- w~
,ens, most of wbom lied a noudescrIpt vagabond cc
ook, as if they lied neithen trade nor profession
tnd lied no motive for beiug on hourd thet bout ln
ave e vague desine to get nid of time ? dr
Iuflueucod by this insecnnlty Lucius spoke ai

llIy of indifférent subjects, tilI, aften stopping su
ýtInnumereble pions, and lowering their clilm- sa
iey beneetli innumerable bridges, as IL seemed La
oLucius, Lliey came at lest 10 Cadogan Pion, pl
lience IL was au easy walk ecrose Battensea- ai:
rIdge te Lb.e Dutchrn's domnicile.
This bit of Lie river-aide lies au old-world look lu
ie d a few yeans ugo-a look that romiuded 1I

Ir. Scheuck pleesantly of lîttie weterside towus stA
i the shores of the slow Sclieldt. The wooden en
Iekia of Lb. dilepldatod old bouses ovorhuug the
rater; the towen of Chelsea Churcli nose above fai
he flat; thene were e few trees, an old bridge ; il
genenally ictureçque effecit pr-dcedot -0f 1

iouu-lad(len-L Lb.erneill low-ceîîed sltlng-oOuD0Iwhich Mr. Scbanck called hie cuddy. Heno lhe
wae provided with numerous cupbourds Witt'
sbidiug..doorc...îu tact, Lb. walls wero ail cul-Iboard-lu wbich weno to b. fouind aIl a ship5
stores ou a ernaîl seule, from methemeatical In-
struments and case-bottles to tiuned provisions
and grocery. From these stores Mn. SchaicIK
deciL ont the deily reLions te bis liousewite, 3
littie wornan of fonty-five or so, wiose linsband
lied been hise fret mate, and lied diediln biss~er-
vice. Thon. was- a smaîl collar, approuebed b>'
a tncp-dýoor, below this parloun or cuddy, wliere
there wore more tluued provisions and case-
bottles, and whicli Mn. Scbanck celled the
lazaret. The gehley, on kitchen, was on the
other side of ae ncnnow passage, and e eteir of thO
coimpauiion-badder fashiou-steep and windilg
-led to Lhree arnali state-noome on bedchla-
bers, one ot whicli wasfunsbed with Lheb.aai-,
mock wheneln. Mn. Scbuuck bcd ebept awey 60
mian>' uncouscions bonne, nocked lu the credle
0f Lb. deep).

Above these roome was tb. webl-drained 8.td

leaded roof, whlcb Lb. proprietor 0f Lb. mausIOi
weathcr, lie loved beet te emoke bis long pipe
anud sp bis temporale glass of schiedem-sand-
Wuten.

He produced n case-bottIe and a couple et
brîglit little glusees £rom one of Lthe cupboads
gave the lionsewife eaLin lebelled "stewed
numpseak"Iloct 0f anothen, and bade ber pre.
pare a speedy dinner. S3ho seemod lu no W15 8

dlcstnrbed or fluttered by bis returu, thougli le
lied been tbroee monthe lun Holland, andbd
sent no Intimation of bis cornlng.

IlAbl's wehll V" lie seld internogetivel>'.
ciAy, a>', sln,"uanswered the housekeeper. Anld

thus the question was settled.
"6The shlp lies leaked a bit now and then,

suppose 'V"
diYes, sir, thon. was Llinee feet of waten lu the

lazaret lest spriniq.tide."1
"Ah, she le one good slip for aIl thet. NqoWf

Detoneni, you wibl meke younself cornforteble,
and we wIll bave some dinnen presentl>'."

The dinnen appeened Iii a short space of LimeP
smokinîg aund suvouny. Mn. Scumeuck,' lu the
ineun while, lied laid Lb. cloti wltli amazing
hendînees, and lied pnoduced a littIe bout Of
black breed from one of the ouphoards, andi à
sour-emehllIg cheese of Incredible hardnees;
bhey mey botli bave been there for the 10.1
lince moutlis; and wltb LIes./hors d'oeuvre'
proceeded 10 take the edgo off bis eppetite. N0t
witbstundîug whidli preceution lie devOtUro
stewed rumlîsteek navouously; while Lucius'
vlio was lu no humour toeat, made a ft0bl
preteuce of shariiîg lis meel.

Flually, howeven, Mn. Scbauck's uppeLt 6t
eemned te b. uppeased, on lie lied, ut uny rate,
cLoun ail thon. was tLent, and bo dlsfissOd bis
housekeeper wili ea outented air.

"dLot us go np to Lb. poop toonur alk and
grog," lie seid ; to whicb Lucius ecsented. TbeY
would seema more clonie there than lu clO'O
proximit>' te thet bus>' llttle honsewlfe, who W80
wfelbinig plates and dielies wlLhiu ,arsbot.
The>' ascended Lie companiou-ladder, Lhe

oct carnying a case- bottle lu cnie bands and
ig browu waten-jug lu the other, and seatW1

hfemeelves on e wîde and comfonteble bencli,
wiol lid once ndonod the stern of Mf'-
cbenck's boneet hnig. Thon, was a neat uifle
'ble ton the case-bottIe and .lug, Lb. glessesad
ppes.
ilThis le wliat I caîl comforteble"1 sald Mf-

3ceck, wlio got more English lu bis mode et
ixpression, as lie talked witli Lucius, and fOlgoe
le cifamilles" lu Rotterdam, wîtl wlioflilho
ead letely bebd converse.
T e sun was s.tting behiud Lb. western 1190
)tt 4

ulham way; Lb, Lido was bow ; tLb.'Din"f
ion onb neflected on the boson ofrb.thte il 0

nud, wltb an ulmost Turnenesque effect.
siIL wus te bive et Clielsea that made Y00t

ruuer ou. greet peluter,"' sald Mn. Sohanc'r
vi conviction. Id Whene else eut e of H 8lnd
=Id lie seesncb landecapes 'V"
They began te talk presentl>' of those old da>'

n An,3ica, but Lucius shnenk witli a stre,1119
tread fnom thet one subjeot wblch lie was n'01
rxIlons te speek about. Thon. was one falnt0fi
'eadow of a doubt whicb a few words from Ab'
alom Schunck could dispel. That wonthy, 10
alking oven past expenieuces, dwelt more oun b6
Iysicul priyutious they bail undergone-b&o
1, on thein empty larder.
IdWben I count my iuued provisons-no

mproves dalby lu Lbe art of tiuned proviloDO'-
eau scenooly bobleve I was one Lime 50 nesf ta
enrve. I sornetimes feel as Lt I could neyer &
nougli Lo mako np for that dreailful period-"
IlYos," suid Lucius gloomil>', wltbout tle
lIntest Idea of what the other lied been S&Yiog*
1 was von>' 111 youder, wasu'L Il Sehuiflto
b,.n yon bled rme Z"


