NEW-BRUNSWICK

RELIGIOUS AND

LITERARY

JOURNAL,

EICRCIS

i e &

“ Glory to God inthe kighest, anil on Earth peare, good will toreard men™

YOLUME I.

SAINT JOUN, SATURDAL , AVGUST 8, 1829,

. NO. 24,

BIOGRADPHY.
LEGH RICHMCND.

{CuonTInUED.])

Mr. Richmond, who was no moau financier, was
fully competent to determine the scale of subscrip-
tion; and by his judicious arrangements to prevent
tho ovils compleingd of, aud efivctually secure to
tho poor tho henofits of a fricndly socioty. Itis
groatly to be dezired that his plans were universally
known; and that all henefit socioties were forr.ed,
or re-modeiled on similar principles. For the in-
formauon of the public, the following sketch of the
Turvey club has becen iuserted.

Tho Friendly Society of Turvey, was composed
of threo divisions. ]

First. A4 clubd for children of both sexes, from seven
to sixtcen years of ago; each mombor pays one
shilling eatrance, and a penuoy per month; and is
allowed in sickness cightcen-pence per week. From
threo to four pounds is the yearly oxpenditure on
sick members. The society has deposited 30L in
the savings-bunk, aftor twenty years’ durativn.  Iis
members havo varied from twenty to forty childron.
Ac sixteen yoars of age a member becomes eligible
1o the senior clubs, ardis entitled to receive half the
entrance for admissioa. -

Socondly, The club for women, confined to per-
sons from soventeen to thirty five yeass of age.  The
entance is five shilliags ; the monthly sobscription
one shilling, or one shilling and eight-pence, at the
option of the members. Those who subscribe e
larger sum, receive six shillings per weok in illaess ;
and to the losser subscriber is paid four shillings
woekly. The nuraber of members has varied fiom
thirty to forty. ‘The average payments for the last
twanty years is 20/, and the society has 2001 in the
ravings-bank.

Thirdly, The men’s club, alsa, forms a double class,
who pay soven shillings and sixpence entrance, and
ane shilling, or one and fourpence monthly; aud
they recoive eight shillings or six shillings weekly in
gsickness. Their annual expenditure has been £35,
and their present fund amounts to pearly £160.
These clubs have about twenty honorary members,
who greatly contribute to the opulence and pros-
perity of these institutions ; and their bousty, join-
ed to the subscriptions of a constant succession of
voung membess, Mr. Richmond considered, on the
calcu%ation of the Northampton tables, to lie ade-
quate to the demands of tho club. The rules and
regulations of tho Turvey club, resemble, in most
respeets, thoso of other friendly socictics; but some
additions and amendments were made by Mr. Rich-
mon. too important to be omitted.

First. No persous of immoral character were ad-
missible, or such as were likely to disgrace the so-
ciety by habite of drinking, lwpurity, cursing and
swearing, or othor potorious crimes.

Scoms;ly. A earcful superintendence was main-
tained over the meombers, by Mr. Richmond and
the officers of the society. gﬂ"cndcrs werc admo-
nished ; and aftor three admonitions, if unreclaim-
¢d. were exciuded from the bencefits of the society.

Thirdly. The prastice of assembling the mewm-

*uers of these societios at public houses, and of spead-
ing a portion of their funds in liquor, was prulhiblt-
ed; and thoir meetings were beld in the vestry of
the church, at which ¥r. Richmond cuastaatly -
tended. By this arrangemont newly a a fifth part
of the funds was saved, and tho temptations of the
public house prevented.

In this, and indced in all other plans of improve-
ment.  Mr. Richmond was tho presiding genius.
Every thing was conducted under his cyo, aud owed
its success to his wisdom and example. Ho possess-
ed tho happy talent of cxciting interest, conciliating
regand, and meeting difficultics with calmuess; he
overcame impedinients by a geotloness that disarm-
ed opposition, a judgment that corrected mistakie,
and a temper which diffused vniversal harwony.
There wae an openaess in his manner, which im-
pressed all with a conviction of bis sincerity, and

prevented a suspicion of his having any other mo-!

tive, than u wish to promote tho wellwe of his
parishioners.

Where he met with opposition. he did not hazard
the failure of his measures by indiscreedy urging
them; but ho rather left his arguments silently and
gradually to produce their effect.  Circumnspection
and caution marked every part of lus conduct; his
great aim being at all times to give no offenco n
any thing, that * the ministrymight not by blamed.”
o was cousistent throughout, mn his vsdinary in-
torcourso with his parishioners ; and thus, the ener-
#y of his zeal in the pulpit was known not to be the
excitement of the tnoment, *“the s}mrke of his own
kindling ;" but tho steady flame of & Mivine spirit,
imparting to others the sacred glow which animat-
cd his own bosom.

‘T'o the character, example, and authority of Mr.
Richmond, the members of thesc societirs submitt-
ed their judgment, end yielded, for tic sust part, a
ready acqluiesccnro m s counsels.

Notwithstanding he ackuowledzed excellence of
these plaos, there appoars to the wuter of thus me-
moir, one important defect. Iis suricues were sull
of republican character; and 1wt was competert to
the wewabers to mjure their ownwterests, by an
overpowcling majority.  On one oceaston, this de-
fuctive government had nearly proved fatal to the
Turvey ¢iub.  The funds bad increased beyond the
expociativn of the members, who, in a timo of
great pressure, resolved to appropriaie & poruon of
them to ithe relief of their mecessties: and thev
were with Gifficulty indred from thew purpose. by
his firmuess aud personal influence. 7 tus deteet is
romedicd in a suciety formed at Emberton, on Mr.
Richmonds plan. Ooe of the rules of which pro-
vides, that no propusition shall paxs 1nto a law,
without the concurrence of the presideat and hon-
orary mombers.  Ar. Richmond acknowledged the
improvement upon his prineiple, observing, with
his usual frankness, * our good friend at Emberton
bas sccured by law, what I have effected by per-
sonal influence.”

It is very desirable that the rules of these socie-
ties, after a time, should bo enrolied accordmg to
act of parliamont; by which they become legal cor-
poratious, aud the cvil attending the reinoy al of such
men as Mr. Richmond, is provided for, as far, a1
least, as it can be doue. by bringing these socicties
under the sanction and protection of the law, and
thus cnabling the better tuformed of the peor them-
solves, to cnsuve the proper application of their
funds, and control the sudden impulse of popular
feeling.

Mr. Richmond’s ciub, like other similar institu-
tions, kopt their anniversary : but in a difierent way,
and with different eflfects. These foasts are usually
held at the public bouse, and lead to much diorder.
The feast at Turvey was not a revel of riot and
drunkenness; but a gencrous hospitality, consistent
with Christion principle.  Mr. Richmond invited,
on theso oceasions, @ number of his clerical breth-
ren, and othier respectable ladies and gentlemen m
tho neighbouthood, who usually assembled 2t Lur-
veo, to the number of thirty or forty persons, and
with a laige cuncourse of tho villagers, accompanicd
the socicty to the church.  The subjoined letter gives
a pleasing account of the proceedings of the day.

TEMPERANCE.

VIEW OF THE TEMPERANCE REFORMATION.
By the cxccutive Committee of the New-York
City T-mperance Society.

State op Tne Case.

For sovoral years previous to 1826, the attention
of judicious obscrvers had been divected to the
alarming crease of mtemporance, aud its dreadfal
influcnce upon howan welfare.  Various plaps
had been propesed for arresting the progress of
the evil, as by an excise. or some other mode of

ing or punishing drunkards, or {»lncing guardians
over them, and the like. DBut still the evil grew,
because tho remedies proposoed were impracticable,
in the cxisting state of publie sentiment.  Atlength
it was made manifest to a few porsons, that tho
fricnds of refovmation necded themsclved to be re-
formed ; that moderate drinking has a strong ten-
dency to produco excessive drinking, and that
tho examplo of the moderate drinker precludes him
from the effectual administration of reproof, per-
suasion, or remonstrance to tho intemperate. De-
lighted with the idea that they had discovered the
secret, and found out where lay the great strength
of intemperance, these benevalent persons set them-
selves immediatoly to the eaterprise of promulgating
the great doctrine of total abstinence, as the only
remedy for tho most appalling evils that everafilict-
ed a nation.

Franklin and Rush.

The truth itself was not new. When Frauklin
worked at the press in London, he drank nothin

but water; and his strongth was such, that he usec
to carry two forms up sad down stairs, when his
companions could oply carry one. He gained by
his abstinenco the appellation of the ** American
Aquatic,”” and hasrecorded his experience for the
benefit of his fellow mechanics. But his recom-
mendations produced no visible effect, because in-
tewperance had not yet gained its giant enormity,
alarming the whole community, and making people
feel the necessity, constraining them to break off
from strong drink. Dr. Rushalse, was a strenuous
advocate for total abstinence, and taught it to his
pupils, as well as published it througﬁ the press.
{ )t'her scattered individuals occasionally advanced
the same principles,, in public and private. But
no general impression was made becauso the
prwver of combined action, and concentrated influ-
ence, was not then updorstood, ar not applied to
moral subjects,

Formation of the Socicty.

The American Temperance Socioty was formed
in 1826, at Boston, 2nd its design was, * to cflect a
change of public sontiment and practice in vegard
to the use of intoxicating liquors.”  Dr. Edwards,
then of Andover, visited several of the principal
towns in Massachusetts, and some in New Hamp-
shire and Connecticut, rad preached in behaif of
the Saciety; and his labors were every whero ac-
companied with wonderful success, in producing, in
multitudes, aun impression that cometbing must
be done, and a resolution to break off, from all con-
nexion with the drink of drunkards. Aout the
sane time, Kittredge's address, and Beechor's six
serwons, were published-  In many places, crowd-
ed meetings were commenced, week after wecek,
to listen 1o the reading of these powerful appeals,
and wherever it was dono, a visible reformation was
effected.
Mr. Hacit.

Some years before the Society swas formed, the
Rev. Nathaniel Hewit bad turped his attention to
this subject, and excited some wonder, and endured
mauch obloquy by advancing the doctrine of total
abstinence, as affording the only sccurity to the
temperate, and the only deliverance to the intew-

crate. Where this gentleman’s private character
1s known, thers is no need of the testitwony, which
every honest man who knows him is prepared to
ive, to tho strictness of bis integrity, tho purity of
is zeal, the consistency of his I fe, and his carnest
efforts for the best interests of his fellow wmen.
Tho success which has every whero "attended
his cfforts, cvinces with how mueh’ ability he
has pleaded tho causo of temperance, and shews,
better than 2 thousand Jectures on prudence,
the wisdom of that bold uncompromising course
of attack upon the evil, which he adoptc(f at first
and has uuiformly continued. IHe early becamo
the principle agent of the Society, and its opera-
tions bave Leen chiefly carried on through Lis in-

taxation, by limitiog the places of sale, restrain-

strumeatality.



