
tral structure, combine te give the whelile a vcry
singular appearance. Without architectural
beauty, it neverflheless affects you wvith a sense
of grandeur, which grows upon -yeu as you gaze.
Too xnany troes about the base detraet froin the
gencral1 cifeet of the massive edifice, and net tiil
3 I.,U gLt L. th.- vury stelis du you take iii the
wliole building.

To attempt to tell ail alv)ut Washington, at'
the end uf a long' and raxLlbling articlu liku this,
would bu very silly. Lett«%ing tho White Houso,
Treasury, Smithsonian Institute, and other
builuins, the Navy Yard, Potomnac, Mount
Vernon, and other attractions, lot us end our
ranbks for the present by iwalking up to a new

itnd spacious red-brick bdldillg, wvhich, occupies
a conimanding spot of ground southward of the
city, presenting it8 broadside tu Pennsylvania
Avenlue, Washingtonds cliief thoruughifare. The
edifice is reached by passing tbrougli wliat is to
be a park, when the trucs jrow, and what is
aheady a spacious lavn, and flower garden. As
we near the building, ive read oeor the main
entrance, in rather modest luuoking7 luttera, "Ao-
IUULTUCRE.' It is the officiai centre and head-
quartera of the farsning interest in the U. S. The
interior is fitted up fur uificus, iui3eumn, library,
etc. Until within a year or so, agriculture was
clbowed and jostled -.bout in the Patent Office
buildig, but flow it boasta "a local habitation
and a naine"I of its own. In the Cornniissioncra
absence frona the city, mucla pflite, attention was
tihown us by his dteputy asid ullief clerk, Mr.
MeLain, aise by the Government Entoinologist,
Mr. Townend Glover, and by Mr. Sa-unders,
who lias charge ui thu expuriiistal -aitl 'botahi-
cal gardons. To our surprise, we found the
departuient only in a p>artial state uf organiza-
tion, and cripplud in its efforts tu be, useful by
stinted granta of public meney. It is a bureau
of statistica, cr01> ruportsi, andi agricultural inifor-
mationl but littie more as yet. There is the
beginning of what bids fair te be a very complote,
iweil-arranged iiiuFeuni, that caniiiot Lail tu be of
great service te the countrý. The officers cf the
department have bread vand camprehenslive ideas
of what aniglit and ouglit te be donc by thém for
the agriculture of the Great Republie, but thus
far "ebhill pennry"I lias1 "rcpresscd their noble
zeal."l The members of Congress and Sonate
are politicians, not fariera. ihey don't appre-
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ciate tIse importance of agriculture as underlyingj
the pillars oftse State. They vote xnoney frcely
in other directions, but oiy (rive it in driblets
to proanote agriculture. Se it is too muci e
oveVr tIse dvlXed *WOrld. Goyerninents and
BttLe.sxaoe in4er"ahifo the farming interest,
tiheughl "I ts .-&flt of, tho leàrth ia for ail,"' and
"the king -himfielt la sèirved by tise field."
The dpriistiueail tb.rotigh, thu r.

ing seaswon, a monthiy ieeport of tise weather and,,
creps, embracing retÜrns from ail parts of tl,'
Union. These retirns are mnade as a labuur uf
love by suoe computent person in cadIL cuuay
wvho is nominated to tise departuacut by the L,':
cal Agricultural Society, or by the member of .
Congress for the district. The only rinunera. il
tien given is a free copy of tise mentsly and1
annual reporta of tise departusent. Mentifly
scieduies are sient te thlese correspondents, flledj
in mnostly by the use of a t5calu of niuabers, aud1
frein thei the reports are cunsîiicd. Hâviît ;i
not, in every ceunty or electoral division, sorne'
Lainier as intelligent and patriotie a thuse cor.,
respundents of thu U.S. Departiulet of Agric(il.
ture 1Tsen only organizaýtion ani arngd
are needeti te secure for us aise regular crop1
returns. We have fur years been in receipt of?
these inuusthly reports frouis the U. S., auaù sup..
posed thein to ho prepared at grea expa,
-when le!1 se far as thse correspondence is cou-;
cerned, it la done ahiust gratis.i

Tise park, about thu dupartuituntil buuildiig &
te be an arboretuin, and already considcrýL1o
progress lias been made in laying eut and plant.l
ing it. Extensive greenhouses are te be buù:
next year. The expe;riiiicsîtatl gardeis lias Lws
been in eperation, and under Mr. SaundersaL]ýe
management (a Scotchusai, by the wvay-is
boyhood, scisuelmate anti co-wrestler of 31r.
Davidi Murray, of Hamiilton, to whoiu wu Le
and hereby present his respects), is crowded
withi ail nanner of trees and plants, as it nuay
wull bu, for it only ciprises five acres. Hert
,we hati an opportun:*ty of seuin and testing
many fruits, of which Vir only kncw tuie nai
previously, and wvere especiaily intercsted in

.x .un a n ubr of vaieties of gra e,
plantid l u ir owua groiindel, which hiave nut 51,jfruitcd wvith ns. Ainong these were Adirod4e
Perkins, Creveling, Martha, AUe--n's Hybrid aud
Diana. Wc weie glati to su Mr. Axnould'8 imi
hybhrida flourishing well, -but only Brant and
Cornucopia had fruit on thîatn, and these buta
buncia or se cadi. . S8aunders lias a hWg
opinion of theso hybrids, and belleves tlsey w-
prove valuable acquisitions. Ansong mucli cLu
that interested us werà-tWo lio;ticulturýal 1'win
Ides," with the mention of #vhich we suspend ai
least for the present ts.e~ab~. 3r ~
dora prevents rnildew, by a filiglit board roof a
the top of his grape treIlisos, and grews dud
pDeaches hii wooden boxes, made 10 Leet long
three ten-inch boards, whvlch are carried eut o
doors in early auminer, and put in the grem
lieuse or ceilar for the winter. Ro thinki thee
expedients may be tried successfully in Canad
Se do we.


