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amputate, successfully, nt tho hips, aind in several cases aof otherwise
inevitable death, saved tue patients. But anc of his grcatcst discover-
ies wvas in regard ta the formationu of bonc. lic showcd conclusively
by a serics of experimeats that banc ivas fornieil from its cxtcrnal
covering aud nat from the centre and tinîs oponed the -way for practice
in regard ta the union ai' bone, cspecially in deforinities ai' the boues
of' the face, by adapting ta ecd otimer thc parts oi' boue wvhich supplied
means ai'growtlî. It canat once ho conccivcd law dozens ai herto
incurable cases of deformity and disease could by this kuawledge be
rcmedîcd auJ cured. Thou lie condcnced tlic usual practice in cases
of' tic dcati oi' parts of' tie body, especially in aid people, and I find
in my mnemoranda book that his thecory consisted in using niild treat-
ment instcad of' tic stimulating treatment ai' the Coopers, Hunterq,
Brodie, and Liston. They hcld that lowv vitality nuJ death took place
by mens ai' a v'itiated state ai' tic circulation in the parts, and thus
destruction by corruption. Syme held andshawed by examnples that this%
gtate wvas causcd through au obliteration aof tic passages tirougli blood-
vessels, on account ai' tlueir turning int a bony substance and finally clos-
ing up asif tied witlia striug-. Thiis view was tic meansoai changing the
treatment and, wc nced searcely say, ai' saviug mauy alife. He cured
wry-neck by cutting tic culprit muscle, and we reuneuber haw astan-
ished the patients werc at tuc smallncss af' the wouud, the lîttie pain
and the wouderful change in their appearance. Hie was thc list sur-
coeon Who ever executcd thus satisf'actary work. lie boldly tied bllit
ends of au artcry in daxigeraus places whcn it wvas diseased by an en-
largemeut called aneurisun. He brouglut ta a great dcgree aof perfec-
tion the cure ai' hair-lip rnud split-palate. Hc lîad an ingeniaus way af
restoringr the nase, aud. in amputation ai' part ai' the foot, (leaviug the
heel-bones for future usci'ulness,) Ilwuere," as lie used ta say, "1you
put an the straps af your spurs." Thus 1 miglit go on without stint
ta relate his contributions ta aperative surgery. 1 l'ail ta recailct ane
other surgeon whlose genius lins daue so mnuel. Simpson justly lim-
martalizcd luimselfin the practical use ai' clulorofarm. Syme bas a
catalogue aof inventions and applications aud tlucorics attached ta his
naine aud mcmary, cither af wvhich would be a grent meniorial aif
which any surgeon iiug-it bc praud. 1 eau scarcely realize tic fact
tint three suci nuen as Syme, Simipson and Sir James Clark, have
passed away withn a lew uionths ai' anc another; but, they fought
with death many a severe battie in thc bodies ai' others and naw the
fell-destroyer has his revenge. Syme was a severe oppouent and
showed littie mercy ta luis antagonists, but ho scarued ta take an undue
advantage, yet hoe hceld his ground witl grent teuacity, and no foc ever
found his theories wrang in practice. Hie scorned superficial investi-
gation anad had no patience witit preteuders. 1 remember how lie
rougit, as late as 18-57, against tie Ilblood letters." The battle had
been goiug ou for over 30) ycars and Symc's armny ai' progressive mcdi-
cal thinkers wvas daily iucreasing, while tie Ilfogics " wcre fast pass-
iug away. He told bis students luow ha was ardered by his superiars
ta go to, the Inflrmary regularly every evening ta blced bis patients.


