126

&he Journal of Jgricultuee for Nobu Seotin,

Session, $he reduction of thy grants to
$350 to cuch County, oxpressing u hope,
howover, that the full suin would bo
given to Socictivs if possible. The Act
provides that the distribution of grants
to Societies shall be made on the basis of
$400 to each County, awd no amoendment
was brought in to ctfeet tho change sug-
gested

In theso circnmstances the Boand ap-
plicd to the Honorable the Attorney-
General, who gave as his opinivn thas
the Report of the Committer lud not the
effect of contrulling or amending the
Statutes, but is merely an expression of
the visws of the House of Assembly ;
that it is desirable the Central Doard
should carry out thess views us far as
practicable, and a bill will probably be
introdiced embodying them atthe present
Session of the Legislature, Considering
that many of the Sucieties had incurred
heavy liabilities by purchasing valuable
animals, in several eases at the instigation
of the Boanl, before thu terms of the
Committee’s Report became known, the
Board felt it to bo their duty to ask the
Government to allow, for the present
Year, a sum sufficient to appropriate grants
to Societies on the seale of $400 to each
County as formerly.

The Assembly’s Committee also recom-
mended the reduction of the annual grant
to the Board to $1500, and the reduction
of the salary of the Secretary and Prea-
surer of the Boonl to 8700 per aunum.
The Board, having appointed their oflicer
for the year and fixed his salary at
81200, could not give immediate effeet to
this recommendation, but his term of
office has now expired, with that of the
Board for 1380, and it will be for the
new Baard te make such wrrangements
tor the future as shall be satisfactory to
the Government and the Legislitnme, Tt
is hoped, however, that provision will be
made for the proper disclhiarge of the
extensive aml varied duties which have
hitherto devolved upon the Scerctary and
Treasurer.

The Provineial Exhibition of 1880 was
held at Kentville. Seveml improve-
ments were made on the buildings and in
the general armangements, suggested by
the experience of furmer years  The Jist
of prizes appended to this Report allurds
full information relative to the nature
and extent of the IExhibition. It is not
necessary here to do more thau remark
that a comparison of thiz Exhibition with
its predecessors affords  unmistakeabls
evidence that agricultural hnprovement
in the Province is procreding at a yearly
increasing rate of speed, that the breeds
of cattle are at once mpidly improving in
quality and increasing in numbers, that
speciul manures are being more exten-
sively empluyed, improved machinery
introduced, and the growth of roots and

l wrain extended,

There is overy indiea-
tion that & lurge number of our farmers
are preparing, as actively as the capital
ut their command will allow, to protit by
tho new and insatinble English market
that has Leen opened for animal produee.
‘The show of fruit was especially remark-
able, [t is believed that no lurger or
tiner exhibit of apples had ever bLeturs
appeared at any Lixhibition.

The Agricalturt] Committee of the
House of Assembly having recommended
a special graut for an Lxhibition in the
laland of Cape Breton, the Govermnent
madoprovision for the same,and requested
the Boand to andertake the general con-
trol of the armngements necessuwy to
earry it out.  The Agricultural Sucietics
of the Islind entered heartily into the
scheme, contributed to the prize fund,
and assisted in other ways. The Iixhi-
bition was held in the month of October,
1880, at Buaddeck, where land had been
purchused and o suvitable ILixhibition
Building had been erected. It is grati-
fying to the Board that, notwithstanding
the many difficulties necessarily attendant
upon a first Ixhibition, they are able to
report, in unqualilied terws, that the
Lsland Exhibition was successful, and
that, in the number and quality of
exhibits, it greatly exceeded the anticipa-
tions of the people themselves as well as
strangers who visited the Island, The
show of live stock embiuced a consider-
able number of thoroughbred Ayrshire
and Devon eattle, the condition of which
gave cvidenco of generous and careful
treatment.  The roots and vegetables
demonstrated at onee tha fertility of the
suil, il the suitability of the climate
for such crops, whilst the grains indi
cated an increased attention to this im-
portant departient of agriculture.  The
extensive show of apples, plums, grapes,
tomatoes, indian curn, squashes, ete.,
showed that, whilst the scason is luter in
Cape Lireton than in the western parts of
Nova Scotia, yet the mild weather buing
more prolonged, there is suflicient timo
bufore the autwm frosts begin to ripen
any crop that ean be grown suceessfully
in other parts of the Maritime Provinees,
The display uf butter was very extensive,
the quality of many of the sumples was
exeellent, and the cleanliness and taste
sh.vn in mminging the exhibits in this
departiment wight bo profitably imitated
by even tl.e exhibitorsat the Royal Agri-
cultund Society’s shows in England.

With the view of following up effec-
tively the start given by the success of
the first Cape Breton Exhibition, one of
the Svcietivs—that of Christmas 1slaud
—has recommended a change in the
mode of approp:iating Exhibition grants
iu the future, [t is suggested that, in-
stead of holding Provincial Exhibitions
annually, they should be held every

second year only, amd in cach intervening
year these should bo six Joeal District
Sxhibitions, oue in cach of thy six Dis-
tricts or groups of Couaties into which
the Provines ia divided by the Agricul-
tural Act,—the Exhibiton grant of 34000
to Lo apportionel eyually among tho
soveral counties, amd each Exhibition to
bu helid at such o place in the district as
shall bo determined by the vote of the
Socicties, subject to upproval of tho
Centrd Buard.  The Boawnt not having
met sineo the repust containing theso
suggestions was seceived, have not had
an opportunity to give them full consid-
vration, and consequently commend
them to thoe attention of their successors
in offico, and the Laegislature.

In obedience to the recommendation
of the Agricultural Committeo of tho
Houso of Assembly, the Board made an
importation from Luglund of six tho-
rough-bred Short-Horn Durham  bulls,
ons cow aml two heifers of the
sene breed.  These were imported in
November in the steamship Brookiyn,
and reached Halitax in safety and in a
condition of perfect health.  The regula-
tions for cattle importation, however,
requiredd that they should remain in
quarantino for ninety days. This period
having elapsed, and tho animals being
still healthy, they have been veleased.
and arrngements have been made for
their sale ut Halifux on Thursday, 24th
March.  Whilst in  quarantine, the
three femules each dropped o calf, so
that there are now seven wales and five
females to bs disposed of.

By order of the Board of Agriculture.

Davip Marnesos,
Vice-President,
Ggorgs Lawsos,
Secrelury und Treasurer.
Stutement showing the numbder and strength of So-

cieties in the respective Counliesof the Pioziuce,
Jor 1831,
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Annapolis. .| 7 347 | $102 00 $400 0O
Antigomsh ...| 3 242 213 75! 400 00
Cape Breton.] 5 S06 306 00f 400 0O
Colchester ...{ 9 415 422 00| 400 00
Cutpberlans . 7 413 463 00 490 60
Dighy .cecenne 3 151 161 00! 322 00
Gayshoraugh 2 111 117 00 234 00
Halhfax ... ... 4 201 202 400
Hants .. ..... [{] 242 347 GO| 400-00
Inverncss.....] 6 313 319 00] 400 00
Kings.......... ] 312 565 &U) 400 00
Lunenburg...| 4 204 206 50f 400 00
Pictou ......... 6 453 569 50] 400 0D
Quceen's........ 4 226 230 00 400 00
Richmend....] 2 82 82 00| 164 00
Shelburne....! 2 114 114 00} 228 00
Victorix ... ... 4 <01 203 Q0] 400 00
Yarmouth ...|] 3 354 663 40 400 00
83 | 4697 l§5551 75'86548 00
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