PAPERS BY A BYSTANDER.

trigue. It is perfectly true, and a
truth always to be borne in mind by
statesmen, that, in politics as in other
departments of life, the imagination
has its claims as well as the reason,
and that while the one is convinced the
other requires to be impressed. But
divorce imagination from reason and
you will have an abrupt combination
of the merely ornamental with the
wholly unadorned ; you will have the
same sort of spectacle which greeted the
eyes of Captain Cook when, having pre-
sented an influential South Sea Is-
lander with a laced coat and coeked
hat, he found him standing proudly at
the right hand of royalty inthosesplen-
did habiliments and those alone ; you
will have masters of etiquette regulat-
ing a ‘delightfully exclusive’ recep-
tion in the Court of Ottawa, while
rowdyism reigns in the legislative
halls. An Englishman ata ball given
by the Governor of an Australian
colony trod on a court lady’s magni-
ficent train: the aristocratic dame
turned sharply round and gave him a
broadside of Seven Dials.

It has been already admitted that
owing principally to the late growth
of commercial wealth in England a
backstream is running there in favour
of social titles. The main current
however manifestly sets the other way.

t is quite understood now that none
of the leaders of intellect will take a
title or could do it without exposing
themselves to ridicule and real loss of
Position. If the same thing cannot be
8aid of all leaders of commerce of the
Robler stamp, it must be remembered
that these men not only have baronet-
Cles constantly pressed upon them by
the policy of the aristocracy, seconded
often by "the influence of their wives,
but are frequently placed in situations
A8 Mayors of cities or entertainers of
Toyalty, in which it is hardly possible
Without positive offence to refuse the
Proffered title. Still it was generally

felt that Titus Salt had lowered, not

Taised himself, by his acceptance of a
aronetcy.

. the same policy elsewhere.

A peerage confers not.
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only social rank but a seat in the Up-
per House of Parliament, and it is ac-
cepted on the political ground by men
who would not accept it on the social
ground, and who do all they can to
show you that they do not wish so-
cially to assume an artificial rank,
Brougham continued to sign himself
‘ Henry Brougham ;’ and he, Macaulay,
and other Peers of intellect have re-
tained their own names and refused
the mock territorial title which vulgar
vanity specially affects. Sir Robert
Peel, though he had led the aristocra-
tic party all his life, not only declined
a peerage himself but by his will ex-
pressly enjoined his son not to take
one for any services which he had
himself rendered. Nobody blames an
ordinary man for accepting or even
coveting the current prizes of his time
whatever they may be. Nobody
blames an ordinary Frenchman of the
period of Louis XIV. for eagerly seek-
ing the honour of lighting the great
King to bed, of handing him his shirt
or his towel. Nobody blames an or-
dinary Siamese for wanting to have the
privilege of attending the white ele-
phant.  But these are not the leading
shoots of humanity,

The fruits of the recent policy in
Canada can hardly be more satisfac-
tory to its authors than the fruits of
The Prin-
cess and her husband have been as
well received as possible by Canadians
of all classes, parties, and opinions.
They have been the objects not merely
of that natural and blameless curio-
sity which is inspired by the coming
of any personage of mark, but of the
most cordial good feeling and the
warmest hospitality. In this point of
view the appointment has been a per-
fect success. But the attempt to
introduce etiquette into the colony
has decidedly miscarried Nor has
the attempt to inoculate us with the
colonial form of aristocracy by the re-
cent creation of a great batch of
knights had much better success.
There has been a good deal of popular



