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temple of faine, lier w'ork obliges us to modify sucli a verdict. It is
truc tlhat shc stands almiost aloxie amng the sisterhood of 9014,, but
lier triuimphi is, in part, a suggestion and prophecy for lier sex, and
there is no need to apologize for saying that she is truc wvoman iii
brajîx as n'el as iii heart. Slue îuight hiave claimed, therefore, if she
liad cliosen, ber ighýttfitl ininhnnities ; for surely, iii estiniating thc
creative powers of wvoien, sonie accounit muust be made of the div-
ersioni of their îîoblest, eziergies iîito thc sacrcd channels of tie home,
and of the poctic dower which not uinfrequently througi 'living
poemis," as Longfellow calis eildren, tliey bequeath to future grenei-
rations.

1Believing profoundly that the message of God is cssentia«lly personal.
in its nature, aiîd therefore that shie may have something to say wvhielî
lias iiever been said i» the saine nuinner before, Miss U=~rett does
not lizsitate at the outset of lier cai'eer, in IlThe Serapliim" and l"A
flrmuma of Bie"to Challenge comiparison with. the iiimortal Milton.
From. thie standpoint of literary criticisin, the restit îîîay flot be alto-
gether fortunate ; but the attempt is iiiost insItriuctive as illustrating
the intensity of the author's beliet' in the guidance of the lieavenly
Muse, and lier sense of obligation to IoIlow iniphaiitly whitlîersoever
it niay seeni to lead lier. 1Perhaps she exaggerates lier favorite idea
tlîat slie lias a miessag-e froni the Infinite, and partly iiisconceives the
ineaîîs whicli the D)ivinie Spirit is likcely to enirloy in order to fit its
iinister for a special work. But 11o onie w'lo follows lier wvild, mni-
passionate verse, eveni witli the keenest eye to its blemnisiies, can
doubt tic strengtli of lier enthusiasîn, or the sincerity of !mr purpose
anïd aim. If slie liad bec.. wvaîîtingy iii Uîese qualities, she miglit hiav e
feit more diflident; iii dealing with, those aspects of supernatural
themies wlîicli are too lofty for any huinan. powers, aîîd froin whose
analysis men, as a ruie, have heen incliincd to slirink. But Miss
]3arrett's religious elmotions are so intense aîîd overîîîasteî'ing that; shie
nusr, ,ive themi utteraxîce. Even if «Adar the Strong and Zerah the
3rit, Que0 fail equa]ly with ourselves in fathoming tie mystery of

the Àtoîîeîent, their confiîsed anid faulty dialeetie does not prevent
us froni catehing the moral inspiration of thieir tragic tlîeme. The
alitlîoress explains tlîat lier special purpose iii "lA Draina of Exile " is
to set forth, from a wvoinai's staudpoint, the tender reniîo.se, the noble
self-sacrifice, the enduriî3g affection of thiefirst inother, Eye. Thiougli
the poemn seema partly overshadowed by the inatchless precedeîît of
« Paradise ILost," the result may be said to justify tha Il'adveîîturous


