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of our Saviour, jestis Christ. Wlhen it ivas instituted wve cannot tell precise-
ly. We do know, howcver, t.hat traces of it are fouind about the tiiie of' the
Emperor Commodus (I80-192 A. D.). But wvhen n'as the 25th of Dccern-
ber fixed upon as the î.roper Lime for observing this festival ? It is nowv very
gencrally admnitted that Chirist's birtlî could not hav en place at that
timne of the year, Nvhich wvas the wvorst pari of ihe, rainy season iii ludea, whcn
sheffherds could hardly be looking after tlîeir tlocks at, niglit iii the p>lains of
B3ethlehem. WeT know, rnoreover, that the early churches wcre flot iîiform iii
the I)eriod of the year for observing the Nativity. Soie hield the festival in
the inonth of Mý,-ay or April, othcrs in January. This Nvant of uniforiwity Con-
tinuied util the 5th century, wvheiî the 25th of Decemberwas set down as the
i-nost suitable timie for the celebration.

But if we can speakz with comp)arative certainty as to the time, we are more
in tie dark as to the reason for fixing upon this date. Various opinions have
beeiî expressed as to the causes that miay have co-operated to fix the day.
Somiie say that a certain existing tradition hiad influenced meni's iiiinds. Others
think that it was in large nieastire the expression of a desire among- Christians
to supplant the great hecathien festivals whichi took place at that season. Even
thouigh. wle are obliged to reinain in ignorance as to the real cause wvhich
settled tic question, there is no reason to believe that it wvas done arbitrarily.
Efforts have been miade, and wvithi good success, toslho% that Clîristians have
simply borrowved a pagan custoni. It is wcll knoivi, iindeed, that froin tinie
immemnorial, aniiongst Iîot offly barbarous but even refined nations, customi
has surrounded Uic w~inter-solstice with; many peculiar religious rites and
cercmionies. Alnîost ail tic nations of the lheathen world lookcd uplonl the
winter-solstice as the niost, important point of the whole year, wlien renewvcd
lifé and vis-orw~as beginning Io possess the great powers of nalurc. Of al
the religiouis rites and cercinîoiiies nientioncd as taking- place at this parti-
cular season of the year. the Saturiialia, a great festival hicld by the Romans
in lîoiior of Saturni, the god of Timie, was uiîdoubtedly the nmost important.
And it is to tlîis grand Roman festival that inany arc inclincd to look, fur the
origini of our present Christnias celebration. About the middle of Decemlber
it began, anîd contintied iianiy days, during- which time a general liccnse was
giv'en to ail sorts of jollity and îniirth. But let us corne îîearcr homie. Our
own lheathen forefathers in Britain, Scandinavia and the forcsts of Gerniany
froin the carliest, times cechratud this very season with, tle greatcst festivi-
tics. It was at the winter-solstice th-at the Gernians lîcld Uîcir grcat Yule-
feast (En-. -wheed) as a part of tlicir systeni of stin-worshlî, to coiniieniorate
the rctu rn of the fiery sun-wheel. Thxese Northeriî tribes firrnly hulicved that
during Uic th welve igh-ts reachîing iromi tixe 25th of Decenîtber to the Gîl of
January tîhcy could tracec ersonxal niovenients and interferenees on cartil
of tlheir great duities, Odin, ]3erclita, etc. So, too, long beforc the whîite cliffs


