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In 1863 a printing of the 1 lepton was made in black-
brown of at teast 1wo shades. 1t is not very rare, but can
by 1o means be cailed a common stamp,  As at s the
darkest of ali the 1 lepton on cream-colored paper, 1t 1s
vers easy to identify.

‘Lhere are a good many printings of the 2 lepta,although
not as many as of the 1iepton. but it would be a hopeless
task to describe them an detail, Thev are generaliy
ditferent shades of vellow-ochre.  Oune printing in ochre-
brown s very rough; the colorlooksasitit had been lai
oninapaste, Tne date ol 1ssue of tus stamp s 150y,

‘There was at least one printing of the 5 lepta, with the
nmrrow figure **3," made after 1802, It is much rongher
than the tirst Ahens print, sather darker in shade.and 15
equally rane, Al subsequent primtings of the 3 lepta
have on the back a3 of a new tipe: the budy ot the
figare 1s now circulat instead of bemg s upnght oval as
before, “The first printing of these was made in 1803,
There is not much ditterence in the printings ot the '3
lepta atter this; 1 cannot d stingwish more than three,
one of which is a thick, blotred” impression like the 2
lepta described above, but 1 do not know its date of
issue.

\We have seen that the first Athens-printed 10 lepta
s m duil orsimge, on pale blue paper; but in later print-
as the plates wore, the colurs ployed were more
1 an almost adenti-

ings
britliant. wit.] we get to one prnt.ng
cal colur to that ot the 151 issue.  The tint of the paper

varies very much, ranging fiom pale greenish-blue to
deep blue. and the numcerons combinativns of color and
paper tovm a bewildeniag namber ol vaneties. 1 divide
my collection first into two classes of paper—pale and
deep vlue -and then graduate the colors of the stamps
themsclves, Inthis way T have succeeded in hnding nine
ditferent printings, besides that of 152, only two o which
ate aat all comsuon,

‘Theve 1s also a printing on green paper. which must
have beea made about 152, as we hind 1t recorded i the
Llelatelsst of May ol that vear.

The beght, deep orange-red stamp is on grev-blue
paper.and is very heavily, but not badly, prmted. The
stamps on deep blue paper are, as a ru.c. very carclessly
prmted.  One tmpressiouis acb m patches—""tmpression
empatee"—as in ke 2 and 5 lepta  1tis a very diflicult
task to mate up a ret of Wl these primings unused ;
nearly all the vnused ones usually met with are of one

rinting—a dark shade ol orange on greenjsh-blue paper.

have veny tew paits ol any in mv collection.  Used
specimens of all are commoun, and the best way to study
these stamps is to make up a used set, as a guide to the
knowledge of what exists and may be looked out tor.

The 20 leptavin all its puntings 1s just as difficnit to
collect as the tolepta: but there are fewer vanetes, and
the paper is more uniform, bemyg generally a chalkv-blue
asan 1No1 and 152, Lmake out"about five printings on
this paper. Besides tns there ts o grey-blue paper.ident-
ical with tlat on which the deep uxnu;:c-!c(i 10 leptais
printed.  The <0 jepta on_this paper s o very deep
shade of dark dull blue. The same value'is also found
on pale sca-green paper, and is 4 rare stamp used, whiie
unused it is a great ranty, and 1 look upon mv sohtary
Specimen asone of the gems of my collection. The green
color of the paper is quite decided. but sometimes it is
very pale.and it s always more marked on the back than
ontheface of the stamp.  Tlns paper s dentical with
that of the French zo centimes issued 1 1535, and 1s re-
corded i the Phuatclist of May, 1872,

There is a printing of the 20 lenta in very pale blue, on
grey -blue paper.that has long been a puzzle to collectors.
It 1s usuvally called * the Pans-printed 20 lepta with
figures on the back :™ but that it was printed in Paris |
donot for 2 moment believe, M. Maens catalogues it by
dtself, and calls it ““Jmpression d° Athencs execptionneti-
ment plus sorgnee,” and Fiws the date as Apnil (2), 1S70.
I must here respectfuliy_ dider fiom this great philatelic
writer. So far from the impiession being “exceprionnelt=
ment soignee,” the plate shows every sign of deterioras
tion, especially in the spandrels, which always have white
patchies in them where the design is worn away; and as
toits having been printed in any month of 1570, 1 have
here before me the record of its ‘existence being known
toa writer inthe Stamp Coidector s Magazme of January,
1366, Ithink it very hkely this writer is nght, and that
** the dic in its original state was prated hom for some
time after ity arrival at Athens.™ Some of the hnes of
shading on the neck and cheek are dotted just as m the
Paris-printed stamp : Lut m some of my specimens the
lines are drawn nght through, which leads me to the
belief that certain stamps on the plate weie touched up,

although the spandrels were not so treated, and show the
same signs of wear. Itis a fairly common stamp used,
but very rare indeed unused. I have a specimen, and
have seen three otheis. In my collection theie is hkewise
a proof of it in black.

The printings of the o lepta between 1862 and 187
form one of the most mteresting featuies in a coliection
of Greek stamps.  ‘The shades are very nnmerous, and on
more than one occasion the colors were changed, but 1
think they afterwads teverted to the ongmal violet.
sste of 1801 and that of 1862 were printed in

Both the is:
buight violet on grecinsh«blue paper.  Aier 1802 the
vivlet color used becane graduadly deeper in shade, with
more red in it until at Jast it mav be described as red-
violet,  T'he plates during this period show great signs of
wear, and the printing is very caelessly doue. The
paper also deepens considerably in shade. ™ One printing
iy itovery deep dull violet, on deep blue paper, and the
sheets were gwmmed with a composition of a greasy
natwie that sodhed into the paper, and made it senn-
transparent.  In the latest printugs of all the color goes
back to a very dull violer, the paper stll remaining a
deep Hlue. I all T can distinguish about ten different
})rinnnfzs of the g0 lepta, violet on blue, To these must
be added a prnting i overy pale liac, on green paper,
which 1 presume is the variety chiomcled by the £4u-
atelist ot January, 1872,

Next inorder come a class of colors very difficult to
describe. which M. Moens catalogues as “Histre-violet”’
and “ustre-pale.”” as they e nondescript or neutial
tints, They are all wietchedly printed on the deep blue
paper, and often gummed with the greasy gum aneady
mentioned, T think they were or.ginally intended to be
lilac o1 violet, but that the colois were Ladly nnsed, and
rapidlv deteriorated after printing. I believe them to be
vervy late printings, and to have remained m use long
alter 1870, 1 make out three of them, all of which me
very rate unused. 1 put them in my collection immedi-
ately alter the troe violets and red-violets, to which 1
con~ider them allied : but the stamps Lim now about to
describe certainly preceded them in point of date.

From postmarked specimens ©inter it must have
been from 1803 to 1868 that a series of printings of the 4o
lepta were made i shades ot daret—lre ofe v of M,
Mocns, These stamps were gencrally printed on blue
paper of i much paer shade than the violets, and the
wiors range trom boght and deep to pale and dull.
They are adso on the deep blue paper, but this printing is
very rine. Ot these /lre e vin stamps [ have seven
printings. . ) i

11572 the 4o lepta was printed in **solferino,” a term
to whicn | suppuse | must submit, since that is what M,
Mocns calls it, and it is also so described when recorded
m the Phelatetest of May, 1872, In its origin.l state it is
a brght rosy-lake, but 1s hable to deteriorate into all
sorts of dull shides down to dmf orange-red. It is
printed on pale sei-green paper, and has a peculiarity in
the figures ou the back, which are not of the siume color
as the stamp, but in Jre ofe wroee The sheets probably had
the numbers printed on them when they were prepared
for the éic de v stamp which preceded it,  Used speci-
mens are usually in the dirty orange-red tints, but even
then are not all common. 1o the onginal color they are
very rare,and the oniy unused specimen [ have ever seen
is in my own collection, L.

Tuere do not appear to have been many printings of
the 80 lzpta, o1 atjeast they are not distingmishable trom
each otner,  The nrst Athens printing of 1802 was in
rose : later on the coior became carmine, and of this
there s an onpresston cmpatee.as in the other values,
The paper remamns the same throughout, being cream-
colored, and the surface tinted with the color ot the
stamp. ll cannot make out more than four distinct print-
ings of this value,

Lliclorc goiug on to describe the issue of 18760, 1 had
‘better say a tew words on the various errors found in the
numberson the backs of the stiamp.  Some of these are
common, others again ate very scarce. It would take up
too much space to give a complete hist of them, but 1 will
mention some of the more important ones., ;

‘I'here is a 20 Jepta with ** 8o’ on the back, which was
scen at a very early date (1803), and is probably of the
first Athens printing ; taere is also a 4o lepta, violet on
blue, with 20 on the back, which same eiror eassts with
the number coriected by a **4.” being surcharged over
the ** 2. Several values'exist with the second tigure of
the vatue omitted, and there is anothier class in which it
15 the nrst hgure that 1s absent. Tuverted and reversed
figures form another group, and several values are kuown
with tigures twice. 1 do not 10ok upon these enors as of
much tsportance to a coliection, and they are always ex-
pensive to buy, as the dealers have been debauched by
the hunters of **cur:osities for exportation.”’

”

. (10 be continued.)




