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(Cotntinued froni page 27.)
In i.86; a priniting of lie i leptoi was inade ii black-

lITOuNln ot at least tIuo sihatdes. It iS not very rare, but cati
bs nu me.ms lie uided a cimongo lh Sat amp. Al, i t is tle
d.irkest of al. tie i ieptoi ont cmcai-colored paper, it is
ver% easy to idiitify.

Tiere are a good iany printingsof tie 2 lepta.ai thoigi
not as man as of the i leptoti . butit il w ouild be a hopeless
t:isk to describe thmîmmit ni detiul. They are gemnerally in
ditfereit shlades oi aellouchre. Ole prilnting in ocihre-
biown is vetr rougih tlie colo loomks as il it iad been lai t
oit in a paste. hie dite of imstie of titis stamp Is 154b.

Tihere ias at least onte pi itmimg ut the icltauii the
narrow tigure "," i.ide ait er 1802. It is inutmcl rougier
tian the fIr,.t .\thensprit.tailer darker in shadeand is

equally taie. All sihSeueit prImtmIlgs of lie ; lepta
have on tle back a " i ot a niw tlpe tle bodyot the
lîgmire is ion circl.m intste.id ut becting an uiprîglt oal as

before. The first printing of tihese was made iiit-.
Tiere is iot nm iich dm1eienc i te itiC printings of the';

lepta alter titis; i cannîot dimstmmgmtimlt more tl. i tIree~,
mne of vhticih is a tlhick. blirred timpîî-ession like the 2

!epta described iboe, but i do not kniov its date ofisstie.
\\'e have seei thmat tie first Atnlits-pîrintted to lepta

%vas lit dut ortie, Oit pale bue p.ier : but in later print-
ings. as the plates uoe, le colors e:ntplo Cd et e more
brilli.iiit. mmt.1 ue miel to olie li t-Ili In .att alimmost idetiti-
cal color tu th.mt ut thme iSt isI.e. 1ie tint l time paier
aries very ntich. r.mttgimg bomt l.îie greenishi-biiue to

deep ute. atd lie iiIIeros combiations of colot aInd
papler toi ma ble idering mibmîmer (il varieties. t divide
m collection first iit tiwo olasse of ipper-pale anid
deep olue -and thmen gradmiate Ie colots of the stam s
hemisc mi. l ti .i i ha' e smcceeded mî intd:mtg nîîe

diflet ent pintings. besides tliat of IS>2, only two o1 wicIh
aie att all co:lnmon.

Tiere is also a printing on green paper. iiici iiiust
hai e b.ea iade abouit I572. ab ime iid it recouded Iin the
P/t1/ale/is/ of .lai a oi tlat % ear.

ie brigit. d:ep or:mige-red sitmp is ont grev-blue
paper. amnd is eri le. but not badly. prmted. Tlie

Stanips oit (cl) bIliuc paler ire. is i rt.e. vcry car elessly
printed. Que impression is al it paltcies-- wuîmresuon

enpa/ce i-as in the 2 mid 5 lepta It is a very diflicIlt
t.isk to male tilt a et of ;1il thmese pintinmgs unused
ieai u all tie tiumsed (nes tisul;iIi met witi are of oite

iltm'-a darïk sihade oi orange vît greenmish -blulie paper.
have Cer% te pais of aima in Imuy collection. L sed

splecimImmts oif ai are cuitnmoni. atid lthe best waI to st idv
these staips is to imke tp a tseid set. mms a guide tu tlme
1niiotuleige of w hat e\ists and imiimm me looked out for.

Tie 20 lCiplt ini aill ils itiI iitgs t ijIst lis diflicuit to
collect as ti o luepta but tiere Ire leuer varietes. and
lite paper is more t.it.iformii, beig gener.mlly a cialki-bue
as m iS i and iSli2. i inaake out abouit fire îprintigs on
titis liiter. b tesid tis there i a giey-bie imler.idetit-
ical m it tlait on whliicl tiht dl.eip osange-le 10 ilepla is
primted. lie'im .o Cîta uin tis papet ims mti a vcrs deepsaide of dark diil blue. Ie samte m.alie is ailso founid
on pale sea-gc e aler. ami is .m rare smip ised. winie

:iiti-ed it is a gremat rant.s adi I look uîpon mv solitairv
speciiei as one of the gemms ol titi collection. Thie grecn
color of lte paper is quite decided. but sonietimes it is
%erý pale.anl it s ama% s more mai ked on tte back tian
.on the face lif the stamîmp. Tis paper 's identical wtith
tihamt of tic l'rchIi 20 ceItimmes Isued it m, aid is re-
corded iii tie M ua//îs/ of Mav, i872.

Tihere is a priltiig of tle 20 leitta it verv pile lue. on
gre% -bite palier. tiat las long beenmm a ptnie to collectors.

Il i suallt c.illed li te Paris-prinîted 20 lepta witi
figures on tlie back :" but tiat i t un printed in Paris i
do not for a moment believe. M. Moenus catalogume. it by
.itself. and cails il "hVntressi<Ilî cd' »//îenes exceptionnet/-uent /ius oit;nee,"' ammd gives lte dimte as A pril i ?), .870.l inuist iere r:·spect fuhi d ider fioim tis great pitlatelic
writer. So far frromim tie imp: ession beimig "exceptionnell-
icnlf soigince," the plate shus every sgnt of deteliora-

tionscialvlymm in the standrels. wimch minavs have m hite
patcles i) themihereI the desigil worn amway ; and as

to its hta'inmg beenî pritecd 'immv Mtmuntli of 1m870. I Iave
liere bu!ore me lte recordt.f ils 'existeice beiig known
to a \ riter in tlme SÇit/I C /cc(/ur i ./ig.inc of Jma r,
1%1>6. i tiiniik it very likcl thtis w\riter is rigiht, and tmat
Slie die iii ils original state mas pi ntted fiomm fo sone
tinte aller its arril at .thets." Sonic of lthe finles of
shadiig on thlie iek ani clhek are dotted Jut as mît tlie
Paris-piinîted stainip: Lut in soie of my specimens lite
lines mire drawnî rigit throutgi, whici Icads me to tlhe
helief that certain stampmtls on lthe plate veie toucied up.

altihuîgi tlime spandrels were int sO treated, aind shtow tlhe
Samie signs of mwear. It is a fairly cotnmiot stamp used,
but very rare iideed unuîmmsCd. i imave a speciimen. and
lave seli three otic s. Ii tmny collection tieme is likewmise
a proof of il in black.

The prinîtIngs oi lie 40 leita ImeCîte 1862 aid 1876
form onme of tle most inteiestinmg feattiles in a colection

ou Greek lam'pl. The sades aie very mimerus, a nd o
morue tita one or.casion tie culi avicie cianmged, but I
Ill i i.eî mim a îten.adii ecmted to Ite origmial iulet.
loth lime issue of IXt0 amnd thammt of 1862 nere pritlecd in
blight %iolet omn greemi-blume paer. After 1802 lite

%iolet color utsed bec.msie grdu.ily deeiet ini simade, mith
timore red iii il. tuntil it last it miai be described as red.
iolet. l'ie plates during titis period sihowv great signs of
Meir. antd lite printing is eri catmelessl doue. 'lie
.mper also duepes conaiderahmlin siade. Ole printing

tai i er deepi dul iiolet.ni deel biue paper. aid lie
siheets were guimni ied miti a composition of ma greasy
itultmie thait so.mked into lie papes, anmd made il seni-
transparent. lit tlhe latest prinmtigs of alil ite color gocs
back to a very duit violet, tlhe paler still re:iintg a
deep 'flme. inl ;ii i cain dmistiigtilis abouit ten different
iriititigs of tlie 4o lepta. violet on bitte. TO tiese mu mst

be addied i piinting i a r'y pale lim.c. on gr Imiter
miicihl i esumme is tie varicty cimoîcicled by lite /1-
a/tsi i J:mi1,arymI 1872.

Next in (,rd(eI cOmme a class of colors verv difTicult t3
describe. wiici M. Moens catalogues as "*bispre-io/c"
amid "'bi '/,re-ti/m.'" as tlie aie mtoidc.riptt or neumtial
tints. Tiev mre all mietciedly printed oit me deep bitte
palier, and often gunînncd witi tle gicasy gun aieady
timeinetionied. i timînmk tlle mueo.gmimitlts intenmded tu be

lilac o i ilet. ht ti.t tlie culois ete bamdh intn.ed. aind
rapidil deteriormted mafter priiting. I believe tihemî to be
ver iate priiitims. anid to iave remainmedlii mise long
altet I870. i Imamke out thmree iof Iemt. mmii aof wiht aie

isi rtme unsedi. I put tiemt i t it ollectioti iiimedi-
atelv aller thle trime violets and red-violets.to liicih I
coniitder ihemt allied ; butt lie stataps 1 mmmin non about to
desî'ribe ertaiily preceded tienin li point of date.

1.rim positmar:'ked specimens 1 iner it iiitu..t iive
been fi om 1 86u to S10S ttI m aseries of printings of tlhe 4o
lepta mmeie miade in, ades ut t.laret-li ic oin f M.
.Nlocmms. 'lhese stamps nere generally printed on bitte
Imper of a niici Imier saimde thian tle violets, and tlhe

Cmors range ironIi bglt aid deep tu pale and duil.
'lhey are ai.o on tme decp bile palier, but tiis prinmting is

very raie. O1 tihese n le itamps I haveic seven
primîimings.

li 1572 tlhe 40 Iepta was ptritdnl"l iii "O so in 1o." a ternt
to n iîcît i smi Ipose i itust submit. sinice Itlmt is wiat M.
Mosci calls it. and il is alsio so described wiiei recorded

in tlte P/a/ilei.1 of Nla, 1872. in its origi.. i alstite it is
a Ii gut rosi-Imake. but is fiable to deteriorate into ali
sorts of dull saitdes dovn to dirty oratige-red. It is
prilted oi pale sea.green paper, ami ias a ieculiamrity in
tlie figuuea ui tie buack, wiIicit are notut u the same color
as lthe staîmp. but it lie deii. Thle sieets probably iad
lite tumminiter prinîted oit tiimt ulen the. wiere prepared
foi tie lie de on staumt whici preceded il. Used speci.
meus mie tusial.1 in tie dirt% oraànge-recd tints, but even
tiei aie iot aii colmmion. li tle origin.i culot tiey ire
uer) rare, att tlhe onl unumîîsed speciimi I h me eier seent

is in m v ounu collectioil.
Toere du nlot .appear to iaî e been mîîany printings of

lime So lept.i, u t me.at tie aime not distingsiuihable lromi
eaci ottier. lie irIst Atliis prinîtinmg o 1802 nas mi
rose laiter on lime color became cariiiune, and of this
Ilce is al tmm tun ciiiti/c. as in tlhe otuer values.

lie paper remams lie .smine througlout, being creamu-
colored, and tlie suîrfatce tîîted wîtih Ie coloir ol Ite
stamttp. i cannttot itake outi mure itan four distmet printt-
ings ol tits value.

f3elore going on to describe tlie issue of 1876. I iad
better sa\ mi lew uurds on tIe tariouîs errors found mît thic

nuîîîmm lhers'o the backs ut Ite stmmp. Somte of tliese are
connitinoi, otliers again aie i Cru sc.mrce. it mnould take tmp
too mummcl space tu give a1 comj;lete ist of themît, but I mill
tîmention soute ul tie more imiportant ones.

'liere is a 20 lepta mitl " So" ut tlhe back, viicih Vas
scen at a verv earliy de (1803), aid is probably of lthe

flirt Athlieis printin-.g taere ls also a 40 lepta, violet oit
bitte, wmlii 20 oî te back, miicim same c ror e.sts with
tlhe itnîumiber corected by a ".," being surchmmarged over
ite " 2." Several values exist .witi tie second u tire of

tlie v ut mîtedi. aid tIhere is aniothier class in mu'iici it
is tue tIrst figure ti.it is absent. li erted and rcmersed
figures orm ainotier group. andi su eral talutes are knowi

mII gtires tu ice. i dIo lot look tupon thitse ei t ors as of
nutcl iiuportamt.e tm a culle.tioi, aid tIe3 amm auiunas ex-

ptenîsmue to buty , as tie dealers httue been debautcied by
lite hunters of "ecur:osities for esportation."

- ( lo be contm'iucd.)


