THE AMARANTH.

N oo

'.S THE FORESIGHT OF NATURE, IN PROVIDING
; FOR THE REPRODUCTION OF TUE

: INSECT TRIBES.

- BY EUGENE.

: Axoxe the innumerable manifustations of di-
yine wisdom in the phenomena of natuare, the
unerring operation of those laws which provide
for the reproduction of spccics, is pre-uminent-
{y worthy of our admiration. All bulics -
doed with the principle of Lfc, after having ful-
ﬁﬂed their allottc] duties in the ara of crea-
ion, are doomed to perishin the unceasing pro-
gress of time; but not untl the rudiments of
2 future gencration arc deposited, and the niust
pefect provision made for the development of
amceeeding race, cach after its kind. Itis.n
the furtherance of this great end, that those
‘s3tonishing instincts and varictics of forin are
observed to excrt ther utmost puvers, and ox-
hibit the strongest cvidence of an umu.schnt
Providence.  From the minutest Living .
That crawls beneath us, to animals hul...ux- ﬂu
highest station in the scale, the same solicitudy,
the same wondutful sagacity s obsenvable
“ttention to the wants of their indiv.dual off-
‘ispr‘ng. and cach may furnishindubitable proufs,
were they wanung, of the existence of the
Deu),as strong ¢ anld irrefragable s the proper-
tesof the air we breathe, or the motivas of a
planetin its orbut. It is the intention, at pre-
0t to confine our remarhs to the most 1nter-
aﬁng features in the history of Insect regene-
Tation; aad mcntion a few stnkuing instances
of that comprciicnsive wisdom which has
adzpted mechanical contrivance, and most mar-
Vellons inteiligenee, to the relative position and
necessities of Insects, in reference to perpetunty
lof species.

£ The seeds of plants, wafted by the winds or
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ie W:ritten for the Amaranth. ! dropped with the excrement of birds, are disse-
3 - minated over the earth; and thus is the sterile
Ef ESSAY rock, in the course of time, covered with vege-

tation, and the barren waste shaded with luxu-
riant foliage, affording proteciion and nourish-
ment to innumerable tribes of tiny beings,
possessing habits and appcarance various as
the plants upon which the greater portion take
up thdr permansat abode. Every leaf is the
nurscry of a numervus colony, and yields sub-
sistnice to successive generations, of a species
peculiar to the plant or treeof which they form
a natural contingent. Busidus being the tem-
porary resdence of larrae, that destroy, with
uncrualled voracity, the product of vegctation,
befure they assume that singular, intermediate

stat,, which; with its subscquent phenomeneon,

has furn.slicd that beeptiful and poctic allegory
of our corporeal dissolution, frum whence the
cmancipated sparit wongs..s fight to the regions
of immortality ; and the intellectual Greeks,
mpTessed withthed rable analogy, used to sig-
nAfy th soul and a butterfly the same word.
Inscts, wih fuw (xeeptions,* undergo sue-
cessive chang s (:nctamorphoses) from the
2rub, or larva, inwhich form they are exclud-
«d frum the (gg, and during which they attain
thelr principal growth, and exhibt those amaz-
ing powets of vegetable censumption, of which
vur gardens may afford a sample.  The next
stage is denonunatud Nympha or Aurclia ; in
the formr, the animai 15 stdl ¢nabled to move
about and take fool, in the latter state, the
usual functions of life appecar 1o cxperience a
tanporary suspension, as the crenture is en-
veioped in an impervious shroud, and remaing
torpid and inactive until it umerges from itg
prison asaperfect insect, (Jmago ;) and, asthe

* This n.le docs not apply to the fies, wood-
louse, and spider. as they go not undergo any
cssential change after birth, except casting
their skin; nor are they ranked with insects,
properly.
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