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secret of his real strength, If he be able to
make heavy detachments to cover, or to
recover Kingston, and to protect his supplics,
and after all maintain himself at Montreal and
on Lake Champlain, he is stronger than I
imagined, or than any well-authenticated
reports make him to be.

With regard to our magazines, my beliefis,
that we have nothing to fear; because, as
stated above, Prevost’s attenticn must be
given to the western posts, and to our move-
ments against them. He will not dare to
advance southwardly, while a heary corpsis
operating on his flank, and menacing his line
of communication. But on the other sup.
position, they (the magazines) may be casily
secured ; 1st, by taking them to Willsborough ;
or, 24, to Burlington; or, 3d, by a militia call,
to protect them where they are.  Orders are
given for the march of the eastern volunteers,
excepting Ulmer’s regiment, and two com-
panies of axe-men, sent to open the route to
the Chaudiére.

The southern detachinent will be nuch
stronger than I had supposcd. That from
Philadelphia will amount to ncarly one thou-
sand effectives.”

Although we are enabled from these letters
to make out what was the original plan, we
are left without much information as to the
real reason why it was abandoned. Even
Armstrong, although Secretary at War, and
commenting on this particular enterprise at
considerable length, is comparatively silent on
this point, we may, thercfore, with some
degree of confidence, ascribe it to General
Dearborn’s and Commodore Chauncey's re-
presentations, influenced doubtless by private
information gained through their spies.

Be this matter, however, as it may, on the
26th  April, 1813, Commodore Chauncey’s
flect sailed from Sackett’s Iarbor for York,
having on board Gencral Dearborn, as General-
in-chief, and a considerable force. It is not
casy to get at the exact number of troops
sent on this enterprise, nor to ascertain the
materiel of which it was composed. General
Dearborn does not enumerate them, and most
American historians have taken tiie number
mentioned by Chauncey, who says that * he
took on hoard the General and suite, and
about scventeen hundred men Ingers.
reduces, on what authority we are ignorant,

this number to sixteen hundred, but an Albany
paper, says James, actually states the number
at * about five thousand.” Thisis an evident
exaggeration, but we think we may safely put
the numbers down, after comparing the various
accounts, including the crews of the armed
vessels, at between two thousand five hun-
dred and three thonsand men.

This force reached its destination on the
27th, and preparations were immediately made
for landing the troops. York scems at this
time to have been in an almost defenceless
condition, and a very reprehensible apathy
appears to have prevailed.  James represents
that “the guns upon the batteries, being
without trunnions, were mounted upon wooden
sticks, with iron hoops, and, therefore, became
of very little use. Others of the guns belonged
to the ship that was building, and lay on the
ground, partly covered with snow and frozen
mud,” James also mentions that the accidental
circumstance of the Duke of Gloucester brig
being in the port, undergoing some repairs,
cnabled the garrison to mount, on temporary
field works, a few six-pounders. Still the
defences were of the most insignificant char-
aster, and we are at a loss to account for the
undertaking the building of vesscls in a place
s0 cpen to, and unprepared for, an attack.

Their various positions having beei: taken
up by the armed vessels destined to cover the
landing, and take part in the attack on
the batteries, the debarkation of the troops
began about cight o'clock in the morning, and
Forsyth with his rifle corps were the first
who attempted to make good a landing.

The spot at which the landing was intended
to have been made was close to the site of an
old Erench fort, and will be found onreference
to the plan at the head of the chapter ; the boats
were, however, carried by a strong breeze
and heavy sea, considerably to leeward of the
intended point, and nearly half a mile to the
westward the landing was effected. Arm-
strong says this spot was “thickly covered
with brushwood, and aiready occupied by
Britich and Indian marksmen.” lad the spot
been occupied asthusrepresented, the chances
are, when we consider with what difficulty
they overcame a mero hendful of men, that
the Americans would never have landed on
that day : in reality it was occupied by Major
Givens, with about five-and-tventy Indians,



