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secret of bis real strength. If hoe bc able to
make bieavy detacbmients to cover, or to
recover Kingston, and to proteet, bis supplies,
and after ail maintain imiself at Montreal and
on Lake Champlain, he is stronger than 1
imagined, or than any weil-authenticated
reports make, bim to be.

IVith regard te our magazines-, nxy belief is,
that w-e have nothing te fear; because, as
stated above, Prevost's attention must bc
given to the western posts, and to our niove-
monts aginist theni. lIe will not dure to
advanco southwardly, w-hile a heavy corps is
operating- on bis flank, and mcenacing his lino
of communication. But on the othor sup-
position, tbey (the magazines) xnny be easily
secured; lst, by takingtbem to W illsboroughi;
or, 2d, te Buriington; or, 3d, by a nîilitia c ail,
te proteet thein w-bore they are. Orders arc
given for thc march of the eastern velunteers,
excepting Ulnier's regiment, and two cern-
panies of axe-mon, sent to open the route to
thc Chaudière.

The southerni detachîinent w-iil be ir-uch
stronger than I hiad suppoes~d. That fromn
Philatdelihia will arnounit to neariy one thou-
sand effectives."

Aithougli wve are enabled from theso letters
te make out w-bat, w-as the original plan, ive
are Ieft without much. information as to the
rosi reason w-liv it w-as abandoned. Even
Armistrong, altboughi Secrotary at War, and
cozmnenting on this particular enterprise ut
consîderable lengtb, is comparatively sulent onj
this point, w-e rnnv, therefore, with soiiie
degrcc of confidence, asrribe it to General
Dearborn's and Commnodore Chauncey's re-
presentations, influnced doubtless by private
information gained tbroughi their spies.

Be this inatter, howover, as it may, on the
25thi April, 1813, Commodore Cbauincey's
fooct sailcd frei Saclzett's 11larbor for York,'
liaving on board Gencral Dearborn, as General-
in-chief, and a considerablo, force. It is not
easy to get at the exact number of troops
sent on this enterlirise, nor te ascertain the
-inateriel of w-bicbi it w-as conposcd. Genieri
Pearborn doos not enuinierate theni, and Most
Amierican historians have taken tlie number
inentioned by Cbauncy, w-ho says that "lho
took on board the G encrai vnd suite, and
about soventeen bundred mon." In-ersý,
reduces, on w-bat autbority ive arc ignorant,

this number te sixteen bundred, but an Albany
papor, says James, actually statcs the number
at "labout five thousand." This is an evident
exaggeration, but w-e tbink w-e miay s.afcly put
tho numbers down, afiercomparingtbe various
accounts, inciding the crews of tlic armed
vessels, at betwecn tivo tboîîsand five lîuni-
dred and tbree thonsand mon.

This force reachied its destination on the
27th, and preparations wero imînediately mnade
for landing- the troops. York scenis at this
time to bave been in an ahnost defenceicss
condition, and a very reprehiensible, apathy
appears; te have prevailed. James represents
that "lthe guns upon tho batteries, being
withiout truinnions, wercixneunited uipon woedeon
sticks, w-itb il-en boops, and, therefore, becamne
of vcry littie, use. Othiers of the guns beionged
te the ship that w-as building, and lay on the
g-round, partly covercd w-ithi snow and frozen
mua," James aise montions that the accidentai
circunistance of the Duke of Gloucester bri-,
beincr in the pert, undergoing sonie repairs,
enabied the garrison te Mount, on temiporary
field w-orks, a few six-pounders. Stili thï-
defences w-ere of the mest insignificant char-
a,ýtcr, and w-e are at a ioss te accounit for the
undertaking the building of vesseis in a place
se open te, and unprepared for, an attack.

Their varieus positions having- beo-., tihen
up by the armcid vessels dcstined te cover the!
ianding, and take part in the attacki on
the batteries, the debarkation of the treops
began about eight o'clock in the morni'ig, and
Forsx-th w-ith bis rifle corps w-ere the flrst
w-ho attcmpted te, make good a ianding.

The spot at w-hich the landing w-as intended
te bave been made w-as close te the site of an
old Erench fort, and w-ill be found on reforence
te the plan at the bead of thecbhapter; thc bouts
were, liowever, carried by a streng breezc
and heavy sea, considerabiy te leeward of the
intcndcd point, and ncarly biaîf a mile te th(,
iwestvardl the landiiig w-ns efflected. Arn-
strong says this spot w-as "ltickly covoremr
withi bî-ushwood, and aiready occupicd by
Briti!sb and Indian mairkismiei." lfad the spot
been occupici 2s tbus reprcsentcd, the chancS,
are, w-bon w-e considor w-ith w-bat ditliculty
tbey overcamie a moere bandful of men, that
the Anioricans wouid nover have inded ou
that day: iii rcaility it w-ns eccupied by M1ajor
Givens, w-! t about fivc-and-t'vcnty 1zahians,


