
MCGILL FORTNIGHTLY. 203I averagcd one for cadi stuadcît ili atteidance durin1a pcraodi of tarec ycars-as a inatter of fact, the in.jor
ity of studelnts nevcr address the court at ail. Ve
one lcarns a great deal of lav in working up evenl
single case, steiteigthe grasp of general priai
cipies, and incercasiaîg the power of accu rate statenieat
by sucla pr.actice, miore satisfaictor-il.y than in aaîy othcý
way.

1 would tiacrefore stiggcst, i lieu of a fourthi ycar
the establishiaîg of a post-graduate course, ollering z
Master's dcgree for advanîced %vork. A consiclerablc
proportioan of the tiaxie of post-gradutates to be occti-
pied ini directing the aesearclîes of îandergraduiates,
tins adding to tic tiioroughnliiess of tlie tlîree years,
course, besicles Caraying on indepeaideait original inves-
tigatioaî in political scicnice, history, gover lament etc.

The Moot Court slaotld tien be cgua coaîsti.
tutcd as a court of origianal and appcllate juriscdctions,
holding veckly sessionîs, prcsided ov'er b3- professors
and post-gradutates. This wvould ensure cach studeait
working upl ait Ieast ao or 12 cases, and arguiaag thei
before tic court. l'lie services of an elocutionist
miglit, witi very great advaaîtagc, bc provided to
coacli stu(lcats iii thc art of speakiag natuirally aand
effectively in public.

Lastly, I canne t nderstand liov writing for dear
lfe," takiiinaotes, caai be rcgardcd as a v'cr3 effective
aid to the study of law. Doubtless studeaits slaould
bc rcqutit-cd to note refèreaices, hioldings anid geaieral
priaiples, but aaiytlîiag miore thaaî this is ani iaîfringe-
mnîat uipon tic prerogatives of Bel Aia or tic Derby.
The Icacuîty couild provifle a stc'îograplîer, learaîed
iii the Iaw, fa-oni wîoni students couid proctirc tran-
scripts of tlîc esseaitials of lectures they, lad flot fülly
conîprehieaded. *Fo secure couisecutive and couitin-
uous %work oui tl.e p)art of tlîc student would be quite
an casy niatter if tic Moot Court anîd post graduate
course %rere organizcd as suiggested. Another ica-
cnt defect in tlac systean at present followed lies i
thc fact that the reading suggestcd by the pa-ofcssors
is flot always doaîe, there beiaîg uio way of checking
the character and exteait of tlac studcaît's reading.
0f course, the lectures thianselves deal very fully, as
a ride, witi the principles discusscd i tic advised
reading-Eglis,F-reich, aaîd Roman Law'beiaîg vcry
copiously drawui upoaî ; but, as is welI kaîown, it r-
quires extensive rcadiaîg and (leep contenîplation to
appropriate those genca-al priaiciples of the science of
law which arc absolutely cssential, to thc furnishing of
the legal mnad.

In conclusion, the changes suggestcd in this letiea-,
by which it is belicved four year;' work may bc donc,
and %velI donc, in tha-ce, cali for the co-operatioaî of
the Governors in makcing the aîecessary appropri-
ations, the Profcssors in rcmiodelliaig the cotirse, and
the Studcnts in improving theciropportunities by con-

gscientious applicatioan in tliea- nîasteay or the work
assigned.

1 tlaink if %ve look about us to uaîderstaaîd tic spir-it
of tic age, %ve wiIl be forced to coaîclude, tiat tlîrce
Years is 'lie tatnîlost lianit that caaî be reaclied, owing
an Part to tiec nccessaa-y cxpeaiditu-e of time in pre-

r paa-atioaî for entaace, and to the active spirit of tic
averagce youth, wiicli miaies linîi cager to eanter the
iists to match ]ls tact and sill aaîd kaîovledgc ivith
luhs peers in the kena race for place ami powe'r. lIn

!thc Unîited States, in 90 per ceait. of thcir lai' schools,
*they hiave found it uttcrly inipracticable to do more

thaai offer the third year as a post-graduate course.
And to some exteait simiilar conditioans prevail ha
Canada.

In offering these suggestions I have been actuated
by noane but the w'arniest seantiamenîts of loyalty to my
A/mia.ilat Fr, aaîd 1 liea-eby ackuiowledge uiiy admiration
for tlîe Deazi aand Faculty of Law, whose profouaid
sclaolar-sh!p anid emihient abilities are increasingly at-
tractive cacli ycar to tic students of tiat science
"whvlosc seat is tic bosoin of God and lier voice the
laaraîxoay oftlîc iworld."

Respectfully subscribed,
BAN NELI, SANVYER.

CONTRIBUTIONS.

LA CA RTE D E TEN DRE.

There are few thiaigs more pleasamît thin to rest a
mlomlent froni tic rush and Jaua-ry of our nineteenth
ceaitury av(,zatio.1s, and turn to tic records of b>'-
gone days, ncotiaîg tic quaint conceits to whicli tic
imiaginations of our far-off ancestors gavec birth. In
Media'val days, Quceei Elcanior and thc Viscoun-
tess Erniengarde, Richard the Lion-hecarted and
Alfonso of Aragon, i'itli many less notable coaaîpan-
ions, prcsided over the Courts of Love, and decided
questions of great importance to tîme ladies and cava-
liers of those days. Ouîcelheairiig an argunient on:
IDo the greatcst affectioan and livcliest attachnîent

exist bettweeai loyers or niarried pensons ?" the Lady
Erniengarde, in an claborate judgnîent, stated that
no just comparison couc! bc establislicd between
these twvo sentiments. In a more practical suit, in
whicli a lady sought to obtain danmages for the félon-
ious tak-ing of a kiss, tie plaiaitiff w~as aiot only lion-
suated, but coaîdemined to furaîisli a supplementary kiss
iii conmpensation for nialicious prosecution.

lIn those carly days it wvas in sucli idie recreations
oniy that the ladies,-God bless 'eni, as thc after dlini-
ner speaker says,-wcre recog-nized as the equals of
man. Tlicir education ivas restrictcd to the :nost
elenientary niatters, and thcir horizon bouaîded by

.the home. And even long after 'Molière said :


