
Gentiles RoeIevOd inta the CIiufch

(b) A atijl graver offense waa alieged. He.

hadl practicallY rellooncedl Judaisut, by re-

oedviug Gjentile into te chturch without

obiiging them Lobe circunîcisd. (c) Titrai

chargea, it ehould be observed, were inade by

private members of the ciîurch, and perîtapas,

suppted by John and James, wbo, were lui

JeruBaietu at the. time, 8 :14; 12: 2. Thte

democratic Spirit asserted itaeli, te people

ciailîuing their riglîts, as they dia lu conner-

tion with theelection of dealous, 61: 1-6. 8e
far wai Peter frutu being regarded ai Primate

or pope, and iaWlibit. 'lis decision was

opt.niy cba;lltngt.d, ad later he lias sbhrplY

censured by Pau1 for bis culpabîs vacillation

regarding the very matter for wlticli ho la

now called te accoonIt. (G~ai. 2 : 11-14.)

2. Peurs dejece lit wai cltaracterîzed by

tilt utinost candor, aîîd proved successbiil.

(a) Ht. did not deny the correctnus of thte

information upon which te apoaties and

brethreii acted. He frankly confessed titat

lie had done, te very titings cotnplaint.d CI.

(b) Ho claixned, lîowever, divine autlîority

for bis proc.diire. Ht. bai acteil under te

guidance of te HolY S/pirit (v. 12), and lii

spite of bis personal det.p-roOted seroples, lit

dared not diaobey. Ht.reierred liaacdosen

to six inen tîten present wito "iad accu"'

panied ile inbte te Gentileso bouse, aiti

kîîew ail titat occurrt.d, v. 12. In Itis re

Itearsai of ail tîtat itai taken place lie eu]

phasizt. Lwo titings, vixa.: Firat, bis ow,

repugnaiict cerentotitil defiietuent, whic'

lit. bai ventoreil te orge before te Lord, 1

s. Second, wlîat, baPpeneil as1 he began t
spt.ak lu te boeuse 0i Cornelius-" te 110i
Gliosit feul upon them,'' v. 15. WlîaL COUl

tItils de@eet Cf tht. spirit mean bot the Divii

purpos lu relation te the. Gentile? (d) Ti

occurrence at once quickt.ned hi@ ineînary:

te ltht. word of tht. Lord " (v. 16), and H

final charge te tht. eleven, conatituting the.

-lwitnesee for Hlm te tht. uttermoat Part

tht. esrtiî,, ch. 1 : 5, 8. Tht. promise

Jeans (John 14 : 26) was thus fuifilleil

ide experience, andl, with Hlm words ou

more ringing in bie aura ami l waylng i

heart and judgmeut, how could be withsta

God 7 (v. 17). Such was Peter's defence.
8. 17,« apasfi anîd betltren acquieaed

pufer'a decùiOst. It la worthy of note, s

ahud be impresmed Upou ail, ilow readiiy
and amicably grave difficuities cal' boe ttled,

wlien peuple are led of te Spirit, Wh)ose

fruit "lis love, joy, Place," etc., GaI. 5: 22.

Tho. decision adopted waa montentous in the

pratia inferences wilici it warranta. (a)

It uteant te abolition of the Levitical rituai

il, ail its parts. Its types and cereilies

anid sacrifices hadl liervedl Ilîir purPuffi.

Titeir truc sPiritUall significance watt now to

ble found lin the. Cliristian clanrch. (b) heurce

the. unity of the clînreli-the iamiiy, te

liousehiold, the Kiîîgdoni, of Gy.d, front first

to last. (c) lience, tue, the unity uf Our

race , the brotherh.of ut r inul Christ Jesusl.

Tht. reception Of the. (letties 'nt" t'le bold

ofChrist gave effect te Hl is word of Promise:

Tbt.y shial beconte une fiock, one. shep-

hed"John 10 : pi, 11ev. Ver. 'Titis, la

tite tbougbt su freqnently and ferventiy

dwelt upon by the. apostie Paul, 1 Cor.

1) : 13 ; Gl. 3 : 27-29; Eph. 2 : 13-27.

FSr Teache of the Boys -nd Girls
Even quite %.Ling chldren huive heard the.

oIder people taik gravely about "lconstitu-

tional questions,'' and understaud thatl a

question thlat concernaq the. constitution tf a

- Country ja oi the very bigîtest imoportance-

1 whetlter tht. kilig la to ruIe alonie, or the

- king witlt lii nobles, or wlîetbertte people,

-and ail tht. people, are to have a allure ini thte

a governing of a country;- whetlter aiitynne la

IL te bo deprivedl of Ils rights because of bis

creed or colon. On snch pointa aa thlese

oU great wars have belli waged, and on thera

y tht. fate of nations turne.
d IL waa a grave question in Peter's tintie, as

le te wlto ebonld be permuitted to become 'nem-

la bers 0f tht. chnrch and be treated as slucli-

as jewg oniy, or Gentiles as well. Anîd it waa

'la a day and an assenîbly tîtat left its mark on

m the churcb for aIl tinte, ' %lien, ' t Jertisalemi,

of the cunduct of ]Peter il, admittiug Cornelius

of and bis iltosehold was dijudsed.-

lu 1. Pcfrr' condt called in q.teâtiost, 1-3. Â

ee 10 0 tuniiJtwisbtliîg be hll done-admtitt.d

àis these Gentile ildOgs,", as the. Jews cailld

na them, to churcît fellowslhiP. Higbl and 10w,

laposties and bretbreii" were equally

in otiended.
a 2. W/tai pet, has to ayq for hînseif, 4.17.
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