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this is a aigu that Hia death is near, and that n

heing lifted up, He wilI draw ail men unto Him. h

But,' as the. Gentile world seeka the. Saviour,
the Jews rejeet their Messiah, sa John closes t

the. fiest iialf of his Gospel witii the. awful

words, "Jiesuis departed, aud did bide Hinuself

from them", (eh. 12 : 36); and summuarizes

the cessons of the tragedy, ch. 12 : 37-50.

LESSON XXIV.
POLITICAL CONDITIONS 0F PALESTINE

Tii. palitical ideal of the. Jews was the.

tiieocracy. Tii. church sud the, state were ta

be one. Everytig that helouged ta, the.

state wus meant ta h. religlous. But the.

jews had rarely heen f ras ta realize this ideal.

They were usually the. subjecta, sometimes

the. slaves, of great empires. They struggled
for national existence, and they hated their

canquerors, for tiiey believed that tiiey were

fos of their religion.
HEaoo THE GREÂ'-When Jesns was haro

Herod was the. culer Of Palestine. His right

ta ruI. was derived fromo the emperor of Brnme,

wiio gave hlm the. titie, " King of the. Jews."
Palestine hacl heen under Roman dominion

from its conquest by Pompey in 63 BOC., and

remained sa till the. faîl of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

1lerod possessed traits that gave hirm some

diaim ta be called "great "-a cammanding

preseuce, physical vigor, wide culture, devo-

tio ta phlmspiiy snd iitory, fondness for

Grecian and Roman art. But along witi

tii..., especially in Inter life, were groa vices;

h. was cruel, ambitions, sensuel ; severel

members of hua owu family were murdered b;

hum and he gave the, commnand for the slaugh-

ter of the. innocents, lu luis dyiug mour,

knowiug that there would be rejoicing wiieu

h. paed away, h. tald us sister Salome

and her husiiaud Alexas ta shut up the.

principal Jews in the. circus at Jericho, and

put themu ta dasth when he expired, that

tiiere might b. maurning at, though flot for

his dath. This cuel command wus nat

carried out, and the deatii af the tyrant was

welcamed as a relief.
HRson)s SuccEssoRS Upon his death in

4 A.D., the, kingdom was divided into tiiree

parts, but noue of uis sons received the. royal

titI,, sud tiie cule of the, empire became more

direct. Hia son Piiilip bad the. territorY

fairthest from, Jerusaleni, the. nortiier Part

f what lay euat of the Jordan. He wus the.
,usband of Salome, daughter of Herodias.

To Autipas, another son, feUl Galilee aud

he land known as Pere, eaut of the Jordan.

t was he who put John the Rapti to death

and rulcd over Galilee during the life of Jesus.

Jesus called him "uhat fox," Luke 13: 32.

Hle was aly, immoral, unscrupulous. Tiberis

on the Lake of Galilee wasi bujît by hira.

lierod's principal heir was Archelaus, who

received Judoea, Samaria, and Idumea. In

the year 6 A.D. ha was deposed, and his ter-

ritory was muade an impermal province under

a Roman officer called procuratar. This

officer was the representative of the emperor,

had command of the. army, and saw to the,

collection of taxes. During the lifetime of

Christ, Judoea and Samaria were governed hy

procurators, of whSm the best knowu waa

Pontius Pilate.
ADMINISTRATION OF JusTicE.-The procu-

ratar was the chief authority, and he alone

could sentence to death. Practically aU

other offences were Ieft to the Jewmsh courts,

the higiiest of which was the Sanhedrin et

Jerusalem. This body, made up of 71

"eiders," iisd sole authority in certain mat-

ters, and was f.he court of appeal in otiiers.

in the, New Testament narratives of the. trial

Of Jesus it appears as the court of jurîdition,

Matt. 26 :57 ;Mark 14 :55 ; 15 : 1; Luke

22 : 66 ;John Il :47.
Tnxys-Taxes were levied by Rame and

went ta the imperial treasury. The officiai

by whom, or hy whose authority, they were

collected was called a puîlican. The ome

primarily masant one who supermntended the.

revenue, hut in the New Testament it also

included one wio, attended to the. actual col-

lection. It was customary for a publican ta

lasse the customs of a particular district for

a fixed sutn, gainiug whstever was in excesa

and making good any deficiency.
The tax-gatiierer was universally hated

hecause he was the servant of a foreigngovern-
ment, and because the money iie collected

went to support that govemment. If a Jew

took part iu tuis work he was regarded as

peculiarly lacking in patriotism. No man

who valued his reputation would aecept tiie

office, go tiiat it fell into the hands of the

worst claes in the comnuinity.
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