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dient in Institutions suppotled entirely by free-
will offerings, are not to be borne in connexion
with cstablishments of any kind which are,
citherin whole or in part, supported by the
public purse.  The great truth is gradually
evolving from the agitations and discussions of
the day—that general taxation can only be
justified by a reference to the gencral good,
and that every man has a natural right to re-
ceive an equivalent for his personal contribu-
tion to the disbursements of the state. The
inhabitents of Canada will never consent to
educate one sect al the expense of all the rest.

TESTIMONY OF AMERICA IN REFERENCE TO THE
VOLUNTARY CHURCH PRINGIPLE,
BY THE REVEREND JOHN REROWN, D. D.

[The Rev. Dr. Brown is professor of The-
ology in connexion with the United Secession
Church of Scoland--a grand-son of John
Brown of Haddington,~-and well known as the
author of several valuable religious works.
lis passive resistance to the odious church-
Tate, and his able exposition, in a popular vol-
ume of ¢ the Power of the Civil Magistrate,”
have already placed him in the vanguard of
those benefactols of their species who are
secking, through good report and evil report,
to work out the religious liberties of their
country and the world. The fallowing papess
are published in the Clristian Ezaminer, a
London periodical recently established, and
which, from the talent and the tone of its con-
tents, bids fair to exert no inconsiderable in-
fluence on the great controversy now agitating
betwixt the abettors of secular domination and
spiritual independence.—-Ep. IIsrpinger.]

Preratory Notice.—-To the right resola-|.

tion of the question respecting the propriety of
the civil establishments of religion, few thinas
are more obviously conducive than a correct
knowledge of facts as to the working of the
two systems of government——of which the one
embraces and the other excludes the connexion
of church and state. The tendency and effects
of the first system are open to the observation
of all,in this country and in other European
states. The United States of America have
been the field on which the second system has
heen most, fully tested on a large scale. ‘The
result of the experiment has been most fully
tested on a large scale. The result of the ex-
periment has been appealed to both by the
defenders and assailants of politico-ecclesiasti-

cal establishments. It hasbeen thought thai a |
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the much agilated question, might be of use fo
those who reslly wish to see the bearing
which these facts have on that question. The
following cxtracts have been made from the
writings of men of very vaiious opinions both
in politics and religion--all of them credible
witnesses of facts, and most of them, from
their high intellectual and moral endowments,
entitled to have their opinions calmly listened
to and respectfully considered. The subject is
a highly important one.  The evenls of every
uew day are pressing it more on public con—-
sideration. At no distant day it must become
a practical question, in this country, It is
well to be prepared for that day. Ile only is
fit for action whose mind is made up. Fhese
extracts are presented as helps to men bon—
estly desirons of making up their minds, and
our wish is, ¢ valeant quanium valere possint.>

N0. 1.-~PRESBYTERIANS OF VIRGINIA, 1781,

¢ Iuman legislation ought {o have human
aflairs alone for its concern. Legislatois in
free states passess delegated authority for the
good of the community at large, in its political
or civil capacily. Fhe existence, preserva~
tion, and happiness of society should be their
only object; and to this their public cases
should be confined. \Whatever is not m.teri-
ally contected with this lies not within their
province in statesmen. The thoughts, the in-
tentions, the faith, and the consciences of men,
with their modes of worship, lie beyond their
reach, and are to be referred to a higher and
more penetrating tribunal, Theirinternal and
spiritual matters cannot be measured by human
ritles, nor be pmenable to human laws. It is
the duty of every man for himself to take care
of his immortal inlerests in a future state,
where we are to account for our conduct as
individuals; and it is by no means the busi-
ness of a legislator to atlend to this, for there
governments and states, as collective bodies,
shall no more be known. Religion, therefore,
as a spiritnal system, and its ministers, in a
professional capacily, ought not tobe under the
direction of the state.??

This is an extract from a Memorial of the
Preshy tery of Hanover—-the Supreme Court of
the Virziuia Preshyterians—address. d by them
to the Jegislature of that state in 1781, depre-
cating a civil establishinent of religion.

Of the truly noble part which the Virginia
Presby terians acted on that occasion, a fall
and most interesting account is given hy Dr.
Dunmore Lang, in his work on ¢ Religion and
Lducation in America,” (London, 1840,) a
work giving a more satisfactory view ol the
whole subject of the establishient, and woik-
ing of the Voluntary system in the United
States, than is any where else lo be met with,

NO. IL.-~GENERAT ASSEMRLY OF VIRGINIA.

Act for cstablishing Religious Freedom,
1786.

The folliowing Act of the General Assembhly

few statements of the facts of the case, most [of Virginia, drawn up, we believe, by Jeffer-
cf them-made without any direct reference to 'son, contains a very clear and condensed view



