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TUK PRESS.

Number of Printine Estublislimenta 3
Puages printed Inst year 45,489,346

Puges printed frons the begining 1,089, 881,058
THR CHURCAZS.
Number of Churches (including all at the

Sandwich Islands 138

« ¢ Church-Members(do. do.) 27,740

Added during the year, (do. do.) 1,532
EDUCATIONAL DEFARTMENT

Number of Semiuaries 6

“

other Boarding Schools 17
Free Schools (312 supported by
Hawaiian Government) (7

. Pupils in the Free Schools
{8,460 dv.) 16,128

. " Seminarics 348

a“

. Boarding
Schools

554

17,029

Miscellancous Articles,
THE TEACHING ELDER.

Wucs our Jord left the world, e made provi.
sion for the future progress and establishment
of His Church. For this purpose “He gave
some apostles and some prophets, and some
evangelists, and some [pastors and teachers, for
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ.” (Eph.iv, 11,12)

Of these, the apostles, prophets, and evange.
lists, were extraordivary officers, but the pas.
tors and tenchers were 1o bepermancat officers
in the Church,

In Churches, as well as in nations, extraor-
dinary circumstanees require extruordinary
operationa.  I'ersons of peculiar talents and
endowments were required at the commence:
ment, and for the organisation of Chriat’s
Church and Kingdom. ‘The special object for
which the apostles were nr’poinud. was to
plant the Guspel in the world, and to arrange
the government and discipline of the Churches
That their office wAs temporary, will appear
from the facts, that they were immediately
commissioned by aur Lord himsclf, that he only
could be an apastle who had scen the Tond
after his resurrection from the dead, and who
thue, from personal knowledge, could hear
witness to the truth of this, the greatest mira.
ele recorded in the Bible. (Acts 1. 22) The
apostles were endowed with the power of
working miracles, of speaking in tongues with
which they were formerly unacquainted ; and
more than this, they were cnabled to com.
municate these powersto others,  (Acts viii
17; xix. 6.) They could discern spirits, were
enabled to dircover the secret warkings of the
heart, and had lhgﬂmwer of iutlicting remark-
able judgments.  They had wpecial authority
from Christ himself to plant Churclies, to settle
the permanent aud ordinary officers, nnd ar-
range the system of doctrine, worship, and
discipline that was afterwards to he ohiserved.
Such being the extraordinary powers with
which they were invested,—powers ucectsary
for the commencement of 3 uew dizpensation,
—theiroflice, as apostles, was of temporary
duration.  Having laid  the foumdation of
Chriet's Church, they committed 1o othier Luild.
ers the workof the ministry.  These ministers
are to continue, to the end of the world, the

ordinary and peramnent officers,  While the
aposiles had 1o suecessors in their extraordi-
mary prerogatives nnd - powers, yet in the per.!
fornmnee of those dutres whichare neeessieyi
in every age—the preaching of the word, tie
dispensing of the aieraments, and governing
the Churche=they are  sueceeded by every.
munister of the Gospel who preaches the trath;
aditisindesus,
¢ luthe early primitive Church there were, |
for some tune, prophets and evangelists, It
belonged to the furater, under the guidance of|
the Divine Spirit, to expound the Scriptures
aud foretel the events of futurity, Those who
recordoed in the Gospels the Jife and sufferings
of our Faviour, are ealled evangelists, and the
nama is alxo applied to a class of officers, such
as Philip, Timothy, Silas, Titus, &c., who were
cmployed in - establishing and confirming the
Churches, and finishing the work which the
apostles had  begun, The New Testament
Seriptures had uot then been committed to
writing, and the prophets and cvangelists in!
some degree sapphied this deficiency. ~ But the
canon of Seripture being now complels, nothing
more is wanted of doctrine or precept to estalr
lish and to guide the Churely, and those ex-
traordinary “oflicers are now no longer re-
quired,

But while theze passed away, the ordinary
and permanent officers remained, These are
preshiyters and deacons, nud of the llrcsh_vlcrs‘
therearetwo kimls, teaching and ruling elders,
(1 Tim, v, 17.) 1t i3 with the former class—the
teaching elders—or those who labour in word
and ductrine, that we have at present 1o do.
Those permanent officers have ditferent names
given to them, such ns ministers, pastors, !
teachers, bishops, presbyters; but they are alli
of oncorder, have no carthly superiors, and ave!
cqual in rank and power. N

Inthe New Testament we find that bishop
and presbyter are convertible terms, and are
applicd to the very same perzoss,. When Paul
wus on his way to Jerusalem, he stopped at!
Miletus, from which he sent to Epliesus and
called the elders or presbyters of the Church
of that ¢ity. (Actsxx) No mention is made
of the bishop, but we are at no loss to find the
rcason. That Church had several bishops, and
these were the very presliyters whom thespos-
tle had summoned to mect him, for he says,
“Take heed to yoursclves, and to all the flock
over which the iloly Ghost hath made you!
overseers”  The Greek word trausiated “over-
scers,” should have been rendered “bishops”
licre, as it is in other places. “The very same
persons who are presbyters or clders in the
17th  verse, arc Lishops in the 28th; thus
proving that a Seripture Lishop and a presby.
ter or elder are the same.  Iu Paul's Epistle to
Titus, 1. 5, 7, he says, * For this cause lefs {
tliee in Crete, that thou shouldest sct in order
the things that are wanting, and ordain elders
or (preshyters) in every city.” He then pro-
cceds to deseribe the qualifications of those who,
siould be ordained clders or presbyters, and
2ays, A bishop must be Llameless™ ™ ere Lhc?
‘bizhop and the preshyter are wie same person.|
1f they were ditferent, the wordsof the upostle!
would be alisurd.  Hence the reason may beg
seen why, in the Finst Epistle to Timothy, thej
apostle makesno mention at all of presbyters,]
bue speaks only of bishopsiand deacons. "It is!
obvious he regarded bishops and presliyters ast
the same, and, concequently, in descriting the
_qualifications of one class, he deseribes, at the
(e time, those of the other, For the sane.
;veason, he takes no notice of preshvters in his |
, Epistle to the Philippiaus, but addresses him.?
20 to Lishops and deavons.  (Phil 3. L) The!
i bishops of Philippt were presLyters, wnd such
weve the only Lishops in the apostolic age.
Not ouly the nauies, but the oftice aud duties of,
bishop and presbyter were the sae ia the]

primitive Chureh,  The word bishop is never
e in the New Testament to siguify the over.
sizht over mnisters, but only over the fluck of
Christ. (Aetsax. 285 1 Petl v, 2, 4) Bishops
and preshyters ave required to have the same
qualifieations, (1 Thn, jit 1, 9, Lo Acts xx.
17, 28)) They have the same ordination
(Titas i, 5, 9,) the syme duties (3 “Fim. iii, 2, 4,
53, and the same power and authority ; for in
no part of the New Testament is any disine

tion made, at leastin favour of Lishops, And
further, we have no accountof any ordination ut
all, cxeept by presiyters, (17 Tim. iv, 14)
The apostles sometimes call themselves presby-
ters, but wever bishops. Preshyters are men-
tioned as joining the apostles in the council at
Jerusalem, but no express mention is made of
bishops, (Acts xv. 2, 4, 6, 22, 23))

There is not u single instance in the whole
of the apostolic writings, in which the terms
preshyter and bLishop are ever used to miean
different officers,  In one of the most ancient
translations of the Seriptures, (the Syrian,)
the samie word is used to express hoth bishop
and presbyter—a proof thut at ihat time any
distinction between them was unknown,

From this view of the subject we arc led to
expect that the early teachers would he cqual
in rank and authority.,  And we are 1ot dis
appointed, for we find this to he the case.
Several Churches are mentioned in the New
Testament where this principle was expressly

} recognised and ncted upon.  We have, for in-

stance, an account of the ordination of Barna-
bas and Saul, by the Preshytery of Aatiach,
which we are expressly told” was composed of
“prophets and teachers” “They Jaid their
hands on them, and sent them away.” (Acts
xiii. 1, 3.) The evidence is irresistible. These
teachers hiad the right of conferring ordination,
and the members of this preshytery were upon
 footing of perfect cquality.” The aame was
the casein the Churches of Ephesus (Acts xx.),
of Philippi, where there were several bishops
(Phil. i. 1.)and of Thessalonica (1 Thess. v. 12,
13). The early Churclies of Jerusalem, Corinth,
and Rome, were undonbtedly constituted upon
the same principle, each having a number of
rulers, pastors, or teachers, equal in ravk and

power.
Allthe Churches of which we have anymea-
tion in the writings of the Apoustolical Fathers
~—that is, of those who lived recent to the time
of the apostles—were Preshyterian, These
Churches were not diocesan. "Each of them
podsessed, nccording to their necessities, a
lurality of preshyters, who were alto called
ishops, These preshyters appointed one to
preside among them, and all together constitu.
ted the council, or presbytery, tiy which allthe
affairs of the Church were ordered, all its ordin-
ances regulated and it entire discipline con-
ducted. ~Of the various orders of the Prelacy,
there was at that period mno conception.
& diocesan bishop wag not in existence
in any portion of the world; and ordina-
tion by divcesan prelates was not only unknown
and unreconded, but impossible in the circum-
ttancesof the case. . We ask the supporters of
this svetem to produce one Church, for nearly
the first two centurics, which was ordered
according to prelatical principles. We den
that any such exnmplc ever has been produced,
or ever can Le; ata affirm that, during that
crivd, all existing Chuiches were in principle
‘reshyterian, It would hie casy to multiply
quotations from the Fathers in proof of these
ttatements, bt itis decmed unaccessary,  The
voice af antiguity is clear and distinet upon the
wljeet
Maticers eontinued in this state for more than
ote lnindred yrarsafter theapostalicage.  But
in procesxof time the pastors in towns began
to be thought superior 1o their brethren in the
country, and to cxercise some species f



