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We have noticed the former volumes of Jaco-
Lus' Notes. ‘The present volume embiaces the
Gospel of Joln,

former volumes, the nowes being clear, ratisface

It lias all tho excellencies of |

|
t
i

tory, and practical. It contams mote really use-

ful matter than many larger voluines.
a valuablo introduction, in the course of swhich
the author—time of writing—place—aund vhject
tho gospel are drecussed ; also a notice of the
apostolic life of John, and a comparisen of the
contents and form of John's Gospel, with tho
first threo Gospels. Itis admirably adapted tor
Sabbath-school teachers aud parents, and may
profitably be consulted by students and munisters,
Tuc Movers Winrriginv.  ‘The Rev C. I
Spurgeon, of London. His Sermons @ wich an
Introduction and Sketch of his Life, by E. L.
Magoon. New York: Sheldon, Blakeman
& Co., 1856. Turonto: J. C. Geikie.

Mr. Spurgeon, the author of these Sermous,
has for sume time been a prominent object of
public attention as a preacher, in London. When
he preached in Exeter Hall, crowds flocked to
hear him. ks own chapel—one of no small
dimensions—is filled to overdowing whenever ho
preaches. Noriv his fame merely local. Where-
over he preache. throughout the zountry, ciowds
follow him, and eagerly listen to his Sermons.
Notwithstanding his great popularity, very dif-
ferent opinions aro entertained in regard to him-
self and his preaching. While some regard him
as the modern W hitfield, thero atre not a few
who are unwilling to allow him a standing place
side by side, with that apostohic aud eloquent
cvangehst.  We have read his Sermons, on the
whole, with pleasure. He addresses himself to
tho feelings and affections of ordinary people, fre-
quently with great power, He saya many strik-
ing things, and many common things in a strik-
ing manner. We should prefer a more sustained
solemnity in his style, and a less frequent refer-
once to himself and his own experience. A min-
ister’s own experienco and obaervation should be
latgely used, but in such a way as 1o keep self
out of view. Mr. Spurgeon necds a large meas-
ure of graco to keep him from being carried
away by the tido of popularity which has sot in
upon him. We subjoin a quotation from one of
his sermons, to givo a specimen of his pulpit ad-
dresees :

The following is an extract from the discourse
on ¢ The Last Battle” :—

“ But, my hearers, shall Ibe fauhful with
you 1 or shall I beliec my soul? Which shall it
bel Aro there notmany here who, each time
the bell tolls the departure of a soul, might well
ask the question, * Am I prepared1* and they
must say, ¢ No.* I shall not turn prophet to-night ;
but were it right for me to say so, I fear not
one-half of you are prepired 1o die. Is that
true? Yea, let the speaker ask himself the ques-
tion, ‘Am I prepared to meet tiy Maker face to
face? O, sit in your seats and catechize your
souls with that solemn question. Let each one
ask himself, ¢ Am I preparcd, should I be called,
to die’?  Methinks I hear one say with confid-
ence, ¢ I know my Redeemer Liveth.? ¢Let him

‘There is ;

 senr another say wuh trembling accents,

¢ A gmliy, weak, and helpless worm,
Ou Christ's kind anmns 1 fail;

He s my atrength and nghteousndss,
My Jesus and my all.’

Yes, sweet words' 1 would rather have writ-
ten that one verse than Miltow's ¢ Parndise Lost,
v 13 such a matchless picture of the true conds-
tion of tho believing suul.  But I hear anuilier

, 2y, * I ¢hall not answer such u quesiion as that,

e v

Lam not going to be dull to-day. It may be
gloviny weather outside to-day, but Ido not
want to be made melancholy.) Young inan,
young man, go thy way, Let thine heart cheer
thice in the duys ¢ thy youth ; but for all this the
Lord shall brng thee to judgment.

“ What wilt thou do, carcless spurit, when thy
fricnds has o forsaken thee, when thou art alone
with God?! ‘T'iou dost not like to be alane,
young man, now, dost thoul A falling leaf will
startio thee.  ‘I'o be alone an hour will bring on
an insufterable feeling of melancholy. But theu
wilt be alone—~and a dreary alone it will be—
with God an etiemy ! How wilt thou do 1 the
swellings of Jurdan?  What wilt thou co when
he taketh theo by the hand at eventide, aud askoth
thee for au account 3 when ho says, ¢ What didst
thou do in the begmnmg ot thy days? how didst
thou spend thy life? When he asks the,
¢ Where aro the years of thy maoheod I* When
he questions theo about thy wasted Sabbaths, and
inquites how thy latter years were spent, what
wiltthousay thea ! Speechless, vathout an an-
swer, thou wilt stand, O, Ibeseech you, as ye
love yoursclves, take care!

¢ LEiven now, begin to weigh the eolemn mat-
ters of eternal fife. 0! say not, “ Why so ear-
nest ! why in such hasie 1* Surs, if I saw you
Jying in your bed, and your houre was on fite,
the fire nught be at the bottom of the houze, and
you might slumber safely for the next ten mun-
utes ; but with all my aught 1 would pull you
from your bed, or I would shout, ¢ Awake!
awako! the tlaine is under thee,! So withsome
of you who are sleeping over holl’s mouth, slum-
bering vver the pit of perdition, may I not awake
youl may I not depart a lutle from clerical
rules, and speuk to you as one speaketh to his
fellow whom he loves? Ah1 if 1 loved you not,
1 need not be here. It is becauso I wish to win
your souls, and, if it be possible, to win for my
Master some honor, that I would thus pour out
my heart betore you.

*¢ As the Lord liveth, sinner, thou standest on
a single plank over the mouth of hell, and that
plank is rotten. ‘T'hou hangest over the pit by a
solitary rope, and the strands of that ropo are
breaking. ‘Thou art like that anan of old, whom
Dionysius placed at the head of the table; be-
fore lnm was a dainty feast, but the man ate not,
for direcaly over Ins head was a sword susponded
by a hair.  So art thou, sinner. Let thy cup be
full ; let thy pleasures be high; let thy soul be
elevated ; seest thou that sword ?

“‘T'he next time thou sittest in the theatre,
look up and see that sword ; the next tims thou
att in a tavern, look at thatsword ; when next
in thy business thou scornest the rules of God's
gospel, lovk at that sword. Though thou scest
it not, it is there, Even now ye may hear God
saying to Gabriel, ¢ Gabriel, that man is situng
in his seat in the Hall; ho is heaning, but is as
though he heard not; unsheatho thy blade; let
the ghittening sword cut through that nair; let
that weapon fall upon him, and divide his soul
and body.’ Stop thou Gabriel, stop! Save the
man a little while. Give him yet an hour, that
he may repent. O, let him not die. ‘I'rue, he
has been here these ten or a duzen nights, and
he has listened without a tear; but stop, and
peradventure he may repent yet. Jesus backs
up my ertreaty, and he cries,* Spare him yet
another year, ull 1 dig about lim and dung him,
aud though he uow cumbers the grouad, he may
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yet brog forth frust, that he may not be howa

down and cast anto the fice* 1 thank thes, O

God, thou wilt not cat him down toemght; but

to-morrow way be s last day. Yo may never

sre tho sun rise, though you havo scen it set.—

‘I'nke heed, Hear the word of God's gospel,
1 and depart winh God'a blessing, ¢ Whosoever
{ belioveth on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
‘ chall be saved. * He that behieveth and s bape
j tized shati be saved ¢ 1o s able to save to the
{ witermost, ah dhat como unto tam.’ ¢ Whoover
- cameth unto him, he will 1 no wiso cast vut.’ —
i Let every one that heareth say, ¢ Comne 3 wha-
| sover is atluret, let lum come and toke of she
y water of life feeely
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THE FREE CHURCH IN
NOVA SCOTIA.

|
! SYNOD OF

For samo timo we have had our columa so
filled with the Proceedings and Repors of our
:S)'nod, that we have not had spuce for duing
1 justice to tho proceedings of tho Synad ot our
{eister Churen in Nova Scotia, at ita recent meeting
' in New Glasgow. At the opemng of the Synod,
ilhc retinng Moderator delivered an impreasive
sermon fron tho text ** Woe 13 uuto me, if 1
i preach not the Gospel,”  When the Synod Roll
was made up, it appeared that there wero iweunty-
seven ordamned Munisters connecied with the Sye
nod. The Rev. D. B. Biair was appointed
Moderator.

‘I'he fuliowing sumnary of proceedings 1s itom
the Free Church Lecord :—

STATE OF RELIGION.

Care Brerox.—The moderator called on Rev.
Hugh M'Leod to give an account of the rehgious
condition of Cape Breton. Mr, M'Leod has
five preaching stations. At one of these he
preaches regutarly i the open air.  The people
shew much earnestness and many evidences of
genuino piety. They frequently travel twenty
or twenty-four miles to hear the Word of Lite
dispensed, A doep concern for their svuls’ high-
est intercsts 1s extending among the people, His
Presbytery, immediately before leaving for tho
Synod, had licensed Rev. Abrshamn M'lntosh,
who had laboured with much acceptance in >t
Ann's and in 18 neighbourhood. ‘Yhat district
has already requesied tho Presbytery 10 moder-
ato in a call in favour of Mr. M’Intush.

Lexexsore.—Mr. Duft could stato nothing
new about Lunenburg. ‘I'hey are now ina con-
dition to ask the services of another labourer —
tie hoped that before next meeting of Synod the
congregation would be divided into two, In
fact, one minister has been supplying five con-
gregations.  Bridgewater is proposed as the
nucleus of the new congregation. There 19 n
wide field beyend it—back towards the county
of Annapolis—that under suffictent religious
culture may yet yield abandantly. It is x good
sympiom that people are universally naxious to
oblain services.

Newrousnoraxn.—Professsor King stated thag
there are now two charges in Newfoundland,
and it is gratifying to observo that they aro alive
to the duty of properly supporting their munsters,
Mr. Harvey receives frou; the St. John congre-
gation £300, and M. Russ, from the Harbour
Grace congregation bet'seen t150 and £200.
‘T'hese congregations hac to build churches, but
they did not (asis too ‘ften the pracuce) let
their ministers starve me atime.

Picrov.—Rev. Murduc1Sutherland siated that
as moderator of the ° rest ‘tery of Pictou, he had
visited all the congr gation- and preaching sta-
tions withia the bounds of th. Presbytery. ‘I'he
mtoiiter of Lochaber has bad o cncouater inexe




