aud Montreal 7 Habit alono scems to snstain
this abuse on thoe routes where it now exists.

The plea of public coavenionee for opening
the Canals on the Lord's Day, is still less de-
fensiblo ; it i3 cnough to say that the Welland and
Lachine Canalshave heen closed for years, with-
out ono complaint reacling Govermnent, to show
the propricty of closing them all It i3 very
obvious that any inconvenience which could re-
sult to the mereantile interest from closing thie
St. Lawrence Canals on ' anday, must have
been experienced with far greater force on tho
Welland ; and it is cqually clear that if any
serious inconvenience had been felt, it would
have beei, -epresented to Government long cre
this.

Accompanying this repori, besides thoe minutes,
there are ust of petitions on the subject—a syn-
opsis of tho cvidence taken by the commnttee,
both in written communications from men of in-
flucnce in different pants of the country, and ina
viva toce examination of several individuals, in-
cluding the Romgn Catholie Curé of Cornwall,
and tho Hooorable the Inspector General—a let-
ter on tho subject, from Rev. Justice Edwards,
Mass., U. S.—and a statement by the Nova Sco-
tia Sabbath Alliance, for suppressing Sunday la-
bour in the Post Office Department—forming al-
together a very satisfactory amount of evidenco
in favor of the proposcd ncasure.

To cvery question, a majority of the answers
are against Sabbath labour; and itis really gra-
tifying to find that thero is, in general, through-
out the country, such an carnest desire external-
Iy to respect the Sabhath, and so decided a con-
viction of the propricty of doing so. The very
opposition made—grounded as it is on fallacious
arguments of expediency, convenicnce, &e., and
comuing as 1t does from what we consider the
Romaa Catholic portion of the witnesses, (or, as
appears fronz soue answers, from the infidel por-
tion)—furnishes us with a solemn wainine to
guard against every attack made on this pitlar of
christianity and socicty, and with an earnest ex-
lortation to strive mare carncstly to instil into the
rising gencration a deep senso of the value aud
imgortance of the Lord’s day, aswell as the deep
guilt which a nation incurs by authorising or cven
permitting its desceration.

IWo are happy, however, in allowing that the
evidence of tho curé of Comnwall may well put to
the blush professing protestants who, in the
bright light of scripture, would advocate the pro-
fanation of the day, ¢ Holy to the Lord,” while
he, almost in opposition to the religious system
which he professes, unites with protestant cler-
gymen to uphold its authority.

Tho thanks of tho community are due to the
honorable members who have exerted themsdlves
so worthily in this causc, and if their cffurts be
successful, thoy will have conferred a great blss-
ing on the country ; still we would have been
more gratified had the Disine authority of the
Sabbath been more explicitly declared.  We de-
riderato a decided testiimony as to the duty of
cvery man individually, and every association of
men collectively, to reverence the Fourth Cum-
mandment.

Wo regret if sach an opendeclaration has been
suppreseed from considerations of worldly policy
or c_xpedic.ncy, while we sce with sausfactin
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some fmplied reference to the autharity of God §

in the Sabbath, when the upholding of Sabbath

abservance is spokien of asa duty .\ law en-
- jornng Sabbath fabour is called wiong, and fre-

quent reference is made to the morality of the
_question.  We are nut a little etruek, huwever,
with the seenmungly carcless and indiscriminate
use of the words * Lord's day,”  Sabbath,” and
s Suuday.”  Tho two first are scriplure terms,
and in their very use suggest a reference to the
{ Dwine word , the Jauer is a heathen capression,
horrowed an the middlesage darkness of Po. .
pery from Paganiem, and is calenluted to guve
the notion of a Aoliday, rather than a holy duy
' We regret, therefore, to see this word through-
out the bill (excepting the title) substitnted fur
Lord’s day, where it oceurs in the provisions.—
We eannot refrain from quoting sonie of the no-
ble answers given by private christians, as an off-
set to tho undecided and compromising ca-
pressions in the Bill and Report :—

« All Governments should exist for the wel-
fare of the peaple, and therefore have no right
to require any in their employ 1o do that which
is calculated 2o injure their bodies, far less their
immortal souls, as Sabbath-breaking is, which
Gud {why is the Head of all Governmems! has
forbidden »

“1 think there should be no Post Office do-
livery on the Lord's Day, 1s attendance upon the
oflice on that day prevents those whoe fear Gad
fiom becoming Post s or ants, thus
keeping away the very class who wauld be most
likely to discharge the duties faithfulfy *

“He who made the Sabhath law firesaw all *
the difliculties which conld arise under it, and ®
though «peculiar instances of hardship migln
oceur, 1t is far better that they should be submit-
ted to than that Postinasters and thuir clerks
shonld bo compelled to work on the Sabbath
would therefore say that all Past Offices should
be shut.  If Londdn, containing more inhabitants
than both the Canadas, ean do without Sabbath
deliveries, there can be ne difficulty anywhere ™

« * » Whenthe ¢ Land nf the Sabharh?
instituted that day asa ‘day of rest,” He must
have had a perfect understanding of all the cir-
cumstances in which man would be placed ; and
had it not been perfectly known to the Infinite
Mind that the “ greatest good o the greatest
number” would be secured by the faithful and un-
ivereal abservance of this command, as well as
the other nine of the Deenlogue. He never would
have given the ccmmand that neither man, his
sereant, or cattle, should work on that day, as
Ho never trifles with His ereatures.”

“ No detriment would result from the entire
rest of all public conveyances on the Lord's Day,
but the contrary; there would*be as much tra-
velling and transpartation in the G days asin 7,
and men of a much more trustworthy character
would manage them than ¢an he fuund under the
deteriorating influcnce of Sabbath labour.”

* Asno injory would result from the stoppage,
and as, when 1t was generally knowa, no incon-
vemenco would atise, I think it would be a man-
ifest gricvance to compel any to labour on the
Sabbath; and I think it the duty of a Gorern-
ment at least 1o veverence thoe requircments of

the moral law.”
u ] L J

- - — -

* I believe that the
closing of the Canals, andfhe stoppage of Steam- ,
ers and Stages, and all other acis of profanation !
of the Lord's Day, would be followed, not by in- *
Jury, but by prospenty and comfort to all con- ;
cermed. I do not honuw an iastance of injury

arising to any one by carcfully abstaining from

labour on the Lord's Day; while, on the other

hand, T know numcrous instances of permancnt |
inyury having ariscn from the criminal neglect of |
that mest solemn command, binding upon all .
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men, to remember the Sabbatls Day to heep it
holy.”

“Iho lughest evidence 1 have for the above
auswers, and the best avthorty possibie r tho
Bible. 1t s wntten, ¢ Remembier the Sabbath
Day to acep it holy J~—Again * Lighlecousness
exalteth a nation, but xnis 2 roproach to any
people y=—winch s fully venlied at thix day
amony the patwons of the carth.  Compare
England, the United States, and dther countnies,
with France, Meaten, amd the hke.  You have
the good wishes of the prons of every seet in our
couutry, 1n your commendable zeal yu this cause,
to stop Sonday travelling, and to prevent the
profanatien of the Lord's Day, by wise lans and
wholesome enaew vk, Go on then ! persenve !
May success cre ¢ your cfforts.”

“ None, but expressmy regret that Legislators
generally do not geoit to be ther duty to dis-
countenance Sabbath descerntion winh that har-
mony which might be expected from professing
Chnisuans ; they apparemly view it as a simplo
matter of £ 8. d., and not as a Divine odligation
to ‘ Remember the Sabbath Day to heep it holy.”

It 1%, w trath, but the cant of ungodliness
and prothgacy that conjures up argnmems from
worldly interests and inveterato hiabits, against
a law for the better observance of the Sabbath.
But the consecration to Himself of the seventh
day 13 an onginal ustitution of our great Parent,
agneeessary to our well-being as to ourduty 5 and
1 am quto persuaded that by 1ts own nature and
nfluence, as well as by God s approbation and
blessing, the present natronal recognition of tlis
Divine institation will draw down upon us a
coursc of commercid prospenity and moral an-
provement, that will shame and astomish the pre-
sent dissentients.”

We will valy further adsart to the documeat
from Nova Scatia, wlich gives graat cucourage-
ment, from the success with which the cessation
of Sabbath labour has been crowned there  “Fho
fullowing cairact shows this .—

« As the resuld of the exisung Government ar-
raggement, viz.. The closing of all Post Offices
on the Lord's Day, and prolnlation of Sabbath
Mait ‘Travelhpg; the undemsigned state, that
the Maiis are as reguiariy despaiched, and more

«drequently than herewolore ; tha, from snquinies

made of somne of the leadingy Merchants tn this
City, they find that the present system works
well and satisfactonly, and meets their approval ;
that although, when tihs inprovement was first
gpoken of, 1t was discountenanced by many, and

cven thought by the Post Office Department

that the changes couid not be cffected without

too preat public wconvemence and dissatisfac-

1on 5 1t 18 now, after a traal of upwards ot a year,
Inguly prized by all; coables a large number of.
persons, Postmasters and their Clerks, Mait Car-

nerg, Hostlers and Servans, 1o worslup God and

attend the public ondinances of rehgion, who,

under former arrangements, were deprived of this

privilege, and that it ishmied as aboon conferred

upon our people which will bring honour to our

conntry and a blessing from the Lond of tho

Sabbath.”

We do not now cater into any discussion con-
cirning the aathority of the Sabbath. Biulicving
as we do, that the first day of the week, which
commemorates the resurrection of our Lord, s
the christian Sabbath, we would be wanting in
our duty were we to fail ia catering our protest
agamnst 3o glanag a deficiency ina measu.e pro-
fessing to have in view the better observance of
the Tord'sday  Yet we rejoice in what has
been done, and will &till cherish the hope, that
the will of God, as revealed inlis Word, wall at
length be a gwde to the legtlator, ns well as
the will of Gad, as revealed in the workings of
Providence and the dictares of Reazan.



