1866.

THE CANADA FARMER.

73

Yerls

/ﬂgﬁﬁg ;| &Tn

3

ity

The Board of Agriculture and the Shoep
Department of the Provinoial Exhibi-
tion.

To the Elitor of 'Tits CanaAvA FARMER ¢

Sir,—1 would like, through your columns, to call
the attention of the members of thoe Board of Agri-
culiure to tho necessity of making it publicly known
what rules they intend this year to adopt in order to
prevent sheep, that have been unfairly shorn, being
allowed to competo at the next Provincial Fair—it
they have any inteations in that direction. In 1861,
they stated in their Rules and DBy-laws that a com-
mittce wounld be appointed to inspect the sheep cffsred
for competition, with power to throw out such as were
not fairly shorn ; but that committee, if it was ever
appointed, did not carry ont the law, and the coase-
quence was that sheep that had not been shorn that
year, were allowed to compete and were awarded
prizes. Ia some of tho classes the judges used their
own discretion, and threw out such as were unfairly
shorn; but in other classes they were allowed to
pass. In 1563, the rule that all sheep exhibited must
have been shorn baro after tho first of April, appeared
in the prizo list ; but the list and the rule were not

issued till long after shearing time, so that exhibitors
did not know what the rale would be, and conse
quently while some of the sheep shorn at London
were honestly and fairly shorn, many were not ; and
sheep that had been the most unfairly shorn, won
prizes there.

Now, I hold that if tho Board intend to pul any re-
strictions upon thoe timo and manner of shearing for
cxhibition this year, that intention shculd be made
known in duc time, before the season for shearing ar-
rives  A~d unless they mean to enforce the rule
uniformly and impartially, the sooncr they give up
those prefensions to restriction the better, both for
the credit of the Board and of cxhibitors; for it is
only o mockery to publish rules and not abide by
them, and i3 manifestly unjnst to honust competitors,
Whether the Board or any committeo is competens to
decide in September whether o sheep was fairly shorn
in April or not, I leave for themselves to say.

AN EXHIBITOR.
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The Hawthorn as a Live Fence,

To the Editor of TuE CaNap2 "1RMER:

8ir,~In yourissue of February 15th, 1863, Inotice
a letter from C. Yale, Esq., St. Catherines, on the
above subject, in which he advocates the adoption of
Professor Buckland's suggestion, viz :— Making the
English Hawthorn Iedge a substitute for our present
snake rail fence.”

No one can question the benefit. As to the feasl-
bility, I beg to corroborate the testimony of Professor
Buckland and Mr. Yale.

English awlliorn ITedges have been raised, have
been trimmed, and made a perfect wall of living
green, securiog the usefulness of a fence with the
beauty of a hedge, in this vicinity. The dificulty wo
expericnced in raising-tho hedgoe was very littlo ; but
unfortunately a Yankea Rochester fruit-tree scller
camo along with some fruit-trees. My father bought
some. They had the borer in. The borer has killed
almost the whole orchard. It got into the two hedges
of English Ilawthorn, and killed them also, so that
thoy had to be cut down. The destruction of the or-
chard and the'hedgee.uroso from the same canso, and
if there -ho any argument in thé one case, the same
ﬁ{gﬂuinent will hold good for not planting any trees

From this experience, learn two lcasons :—

1st, Plant your English Hawthorn Hedge, and take
care of it, and trim it, and it will grow.

2nd: Iﬂ;ver bay fruit-trees, or‘anything clse, from
a Yankéé-Rochester fruit &eddler, or the hedge will
not grow much longer. ours, &c.
ROBT. C JONES.

Rackford, Brockvillé, Feb; 20th, 1866,

TTontictrroras, QUERIES.— Cultus? solicits infor-
mation from pracy’ al narserymen, on the following
topics :—

1. Ilos the Dwarf Walnut (Juglans praparfuriens)
been tried in Canada ; and if 8o, with what success?
Is it keptin stock by any nurseryman ia tho Pro-
vinco?

2. ITas the Mountain Ash been tried as o stock for
the Pear by any horticulturist in the I'rovinee? If
80, how did it succeed ?

3. Can you inferm me what the Mahalelh stock is?

GAtE Bansnce : REpamrisa Boann Frxces~+Samuel
IIall,” inveator aud pateateco of “ Hall’s Portable
Steaight Fence,” communicates tho following : My
invention of n Gate Linlance i3 to mortice a plece of
timber into the back #ido of the gate posi, asa couater
balance. Its size aud length in proportion to the
gate. It will not bo in the way, it hangs along the
side of the fence. Dy putling o weight o1 the end of
it when the ground is wet it will bring the post up-
right. “When setting posts sharp tho cnds sv that if
the frost lifts them the weight of the galo aad the
balaneo will sot it down. if itis kept uprieht  This
is o valaable invention to prevent the breaking of
gates and hinges.

“ My mnde of repaliing board fences when the
posts are rotten, or were too small to stand up . Ilict
remove the carth 8 or 10 inches deep from both side
of the posts ; then right them and get sawed or split
woad J or 3} fuct long, and wider thaza the old posts,
drive one in cach slde of the posts, then nad two
picces from one to the other on cach side of the posts,
abovo the first or second boards of the fenee, or put
wire round them. 1 havo geen so many fenees falling
down that I believe it a dnty to give that which wiil
be a benefit to many, though it may prevent some of
a present need of buying my invention."

Subseribers will please notice that owing to n new regu-
Iation fn the P. 0. Department it 1s necessary (o puy
rosMago on numbors of Tho Canada Farmer retdracd
10 {his Ofice for binding,~and 30 cemts must be re-
miited 10 tho Fudblisher, to &efray binding cxpenses.

Bound $oimes.

The Sccond Volums of “The Canads Farmer” is now
ready, consisting of 24 numbers, and comprising
384 pages of reading matter in a bound form. The
binding will be charged 30 cents in addition to the
subecription price, making 81 30 in all for the
volume., Parties desircus of having their Nos. for
the past year bound, will pleass send them to
us, sscurely packed, with their name and address,
together with 30 cents in stamps or otherwise, and
wo shall return them bound, free by post. Vol. 1,
containing the numbers for the year 1854, may also
be had st the same price.

@he Canadn Farmer,

TORONTO, UPPER CANADJA, MARCH 1, 1s.6.

fiflcen pages aro then devoled to the ¢ Culture of
Small Fruit"~in which we find nothing particularly
worth quoting. * Feeding Fish Offal to Sheep? is the
heading of the next paper. The writer stales thal
tho gheep is # an omnivorous animal, living not upor.
vegetables alone, but greedily cating and thriving
upon animal food as part of its diet.” The carnivor

ous muttons, wo aro info' ned, are in no way fastidi.
ous. They ure perfectly ndifferent whether the flsh

be fresh, or rank and stinking. A dsscussion followed
tho reading of this paper, in which the Secretary is
reported to have said: * Mutton, fed in this way,
mi Lt be too high flavoured to be agreeable.”  This
is putting it much too milaly. 1o might have safely
stated, that mutton fed upon fish, offal, &e., would be
little ekt ¢ thaa carrion.

Wa gre next treated ¢9 an instructive essay on the
¢ [nflnence of Manufactu~es oa Agricultare.” The
writer well rag3 -* Agricaltare, manufactures, and
commerce eompreliend all the multiform Lranches of
indastry proseented among mankind. Their varied
inter~<*s are one anl ineparable, now and forever,
They ars no® antigoaistic, bat 8o entircly cnter.
twined and dependent upon each other, that it is im-
possible to beaedt cither without advanciag the in-
terests of eachy, orto inj tre one without embarrassing
all?

The Report of the Committeo to whom was referred
the queation, * What have been tho most profitable
branches of husbandry tue past year?” then follows.
It siates that* hay crop of your State,is by far the
mos! v aliable and important crop tbat we produce.”
Aad again, © We have $12,215,790 as the value of
tie hay crop in tais Siate tho past season, an amoum
three times the valun of all the corn, wheat, rye,
barley, and oats that are produced ia the State.”

Next we have an able paper on “ Bones and Super-
phosphate of Lime ;" from which we learn that the
discovery of the fertilizing propertics of crushed
bones was dueto an aceideil. The cutlers of Shef
field, who usel boues largely in the manufacture
of handles fur hnives and forks, threw the refuse
of thelr tarnings, serapings and planings into large
heaps, which remainel undisturbed for a long time,
This refuse was carted away and spread on grase
land, when its fertilizing cffeet & tonished the na-
tives.

Nearly fifty pages are then occnpied by the sabjeet
of ¢ Aqureculture”—which, for the present, at least,
wo must leave unnoticed.

“ Frait Calture,” with some very indifferent cuts,
follows. Respeeting the Curculio and black knot
pests, the writer kaows no botter method of destroy-
ing the former than by shaking the inscets from the
trees, and summarily destroying them. Of the latter
it is remarked, ¥ There i3 a strong probability that

Agriculture of Maine.

The recently issite:l Report of the Secretary of the
Maine Board of Agriculture, forms a neat volume of
over 400 pages, ahounding with useful information
and valuable suggestions.  Most of the discussions on
important agricullural and horticullural questions,
which the volume contains, bsar satisfactory evi-
dence that thoso who took part in them really had
something to say, and knew how to say it. We can,
of course, do little more within the limits of a short
article, than give a bare outline of the principal fo-
pics whick we find treated in tho Repori.

The minates of a meeting, at which the propriety
of imposing a tax on cach dog kep! in the State was
discussed and wannly supported, occapy the first
place in the transactions. A suggestive, bus slightly
bombastic cssay on * Imyroved Agriculture” fol-
lows. Thoe use of ** Salt a3 a Feriilizer” is then con-
sideréd. Several members had seen good effects fol-
low the uso of salt on barleyand mangeld crops.
Others lad found it to be of greatservico to plum
{rees—one party ¢ bad nover scen a black knot on
any of his trees, where he had used salt’ Some

the disease is a constitutional one, and that it affects
the whole circulation.” Removal of discased por-
tions, and amputation of limnbs, when necessary, are
recommended.  Some of the common errora in grape
culture arc noted as follows :—Neglest of prunning
and {raining dusing the carlier years of iis
growth j—allowing to wmany upright canes ;—failing
to thin out the weaker shoots from the spuss early In
tho scason ; and neglect of properly thinning out the
fruit. Inapaper on “ Beet Root as asource of Su-
gan,” tho writer sagaciously remarks : % Not much
suceess can be expeeled from making sugar from

beets in small quantities. Ixpericnce abroad has
shown that nearly every factory which used less than
two thousand tons of roots, has, vae afier another,
given up the business.” The writer states that the
“White Silesian" is tho best variety for the produc-
tion of sugar. It succeeds best in a mellow, deeply
cultivated loam ; and is an ameliorating rather than
exhausting crop, as it derives much of 1s support
from the atmosphere. It furms a s.acculent amd
nutritive food for stock, and in wmany districts rivals

Lthe mangold in popular estimation. Several other

Y{apers of less importance close the Sceretarys
cport. The second division of the volumo is oc-
cupied with Abstracis of Relurns from District
Socielics, to which wo may probably advert at no
distant day.



