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Breeder and Grasicr.

A Suggestion to Teeders of Stock.

————

“( To the Editor of the CaxApA FARMER.)

Drar Sin :—Tam aware that the suggestions of
nicre theorists are usually 1eceived with bnt small
favor by men of practical hnowledge, and am sats-
ficd that it is not without good 1easmn that they are
80 received ; being, no doubt, very often to the prac-
tical man, obviously inoperntive, and useless; and
therefore not cven worthy of Lung put to the test.
It is consequently with dsflidenve that I make o sug.
gestion for the consideration of men of larger expe-
rience than myself. 1t is o fact that many volatile
alors are readily absorbed by animal substances, and
retained with more or less persistency.  The flesh of
birds that feed upon fish is strongly impregnated
with the flavor of their diet : the same is tho case
alse with the flesh of animals fed upon turnips,
cabbages, onions, &e.; their flesh, and w the case of
milch cattle, theirmilk alsois aftected by the peculiar
flavor of these various articles of food, ‘I'he volatile
uatute of all these otors receives a homely lustra-
tion whenever the substances containing themn are
subjected to the operations of the cook ; the whole
Touse in that ease being pervaded by the odor of the
article which is heing prepared by heat for the table,
unless some means be takew tn prevent it,  This
same faed receives an agreeable Hustration from the
art of the perfunmer, whe extraets and fives some of
the finest and most delieate perfumes by the use of
animal fats. Now the snggestion 1 bave to make is
just this : Cannet our cattle-feeders turn tins fact
to practical nseinl account, as well as the perfumer,
by putting animals that are ready {o be slaughtered,
for a week or mere previvus to hilling them, upon
rome diet thad will communicate an improved flavor
to their flesh.  1¢ is usual, I kuow, in t}xe case of an-
imals fattened upon avticles of an objectionable
flavor, to change the food for ashoert time before
slaughtering 3 thus alfording time for the dissipation
of the diszgrecable flaver by the animal keat.  But
my suggestion goex wstep further. I wounld, in ad-
difion to gelting vid of what is unpleasant, seck to
replace it with somcthing else that is positively
pleasing to the prlate.  The way which oceurs to me
of attempting to carry thiz idea into setual effect,
would be to give the ammal nothing for s week or
more hefore it is killed but grein, and the very finest
quality of hay : such in fact as has veeeived special
preparaiion to adapt it to this purpuse ; bemyg wade
from clover and sweet-seented meadow grauses, cut
early, winle m full bicom, and well pressed as soon
as sufliciently dry. so that their nztural houguet may
be es perfoctly, and fully preserved, and retamed as
poasible, W. 0. L

A Short-horn Cross.

“1 havé kept them pure, erossed the shott lioro
cow with the Levon bult, an 1 crossed the Devon cow
with the short-horn bull.  In eithier way they have
made a larger return, and pad tor therr meat much
better than the pure Devon: but by far_ the greatest
sueeoss hiag been to commence wath the Devon or na-
tive cow and prere short-horn hull, awl fovever after
usmig e shovt-horn Il I have alse used the
Devon bull anithe eross frnm the Devon cow and
short-horn buil: but the progeny rapidly deelined,
and no trace of the short-horn 1cmaimed.  In these
dayps of great consumption aund lugh prices, it does
a6t pay to stiek 1o stock the hreed of which reqguires
four oz five years to mature ; but L am firinly of opin-
ion that if pure short-horn bulls were used on the
native cows and thenr erossesin the different distriets
of tae United Kingdum for afew years, our boef sup-
})lws woulld be doubled.  Mauy farmers have o great

wrror of crossing their stock, winlst others admit
that the first erogs is all that they could wish, but
afier that it isall “gone goose ” with the siext gen-
amtion.  Of such T would ask, Have you ever tried ¥
and, if so, How ? and, With what object m view?

My theory has always been—and practice and obser-
vation have fully borne me out—that wo can make
almest auythiug we like of our flocks and herds in a
few years, by fully adhering to pure male animals of
tho kind we wish them to vesemble.  1f beef is our
objeet, use puro high-class short-horn bulls always ;
never S)y any chance or pretence use o cross-bred bull,
even if he be the best animal you can procure, and
if the cross were only once a dozen generations hack.
1t iz the use of cross-bred males on cross-bred fe-
males that has made so many people distrustiul of
any but the first. 1 wish tola ﬁl‘c:\ﬁ stress on the
using of pure-bred Short-horn bulls, by whieh I do
not exclusively mean those fancy-pricerd heasts that
figure so prominently in the agricultural periodicals,
but ones selested from a goud herd, wirre pedigreo
sires have been used for at luast twaity years un
cows of undoubted short-horn Lleod, and that have
not been artiticially forced. "1t ia not diflicuit to
purchase hundreds of such at reasonable prices.”

The above is the testimony of an Bnghsh breeler
asgiven in a refent number of the Mark Lane Lx-
presi. It is we believe a fair statement of the facts
ay they will he brought out by the experience of every
observant stock raiser.  But it is not ncedful that
all should go to the trouble of denionstrating this for
themselves,  Impartial testimony i3 worth heedmy,
and that unanimously points to the Short-horn as the
best animal for grading up wath, and to the use incari-
ably of purc-bred rather than cross-bred Lalls,

Yattening Pigs.

The Michigan Faraer says :~0no of the hist pig
breeders we know is W Suuth, the well-known
master of the Marine Maat Marhet m Detvote He
has a taste for heeping the bost hogs that are to be
had  Few can eacel ham in the fineness of pure-bred
Sufiviks, 1ssex, Berkshires and Polands which he
breeds.  He has the faculty of making the most out
of the pig that can be made.  One of his points in
fattemng a g s the use of the penstock to wash it
clean, and the eniry comb to keep its sk in a pur
feetly healthy condation ; heis also particular to have
it fed regularly every day, always at the same tnne
toa mmute. e changes the jood from time to
time, aud when onco the g has started to get iat it
is never allowed to go back,

One of the best kmds of food to stast pigs with
consists of peas or beans tuixed with the offal of the
dairy or the buttery, with a htile fine corn-eal
thrown in.  Barley-meal isexcellent, or erushed oats,
but no food is cqual topeas fora food to start on,
Both peas amd corn shoukd be steeped i water, the
hotter the better, and allowed to stand and soah up
all they will.  We notice tins is the treatment that
makes Smith so successful,

Some of his pigs when started will gain three
pounds a day ; amd we have yeen in his stails Essex
and Suffolk ‘crosses thut would dress 320 puunds at
ten or eleven months old.  But one of the fattening
processes was a bath, with a tlexille hose, at least
twice aweek. The hogs get so used to this that
they hke it, and seem o Kuow wlhen thev are to
enjoy this luxury, for they will come out and Lo
down a3 quick as the water brgins to ploy npon
them.

It is the quick fattemng that pays, anel hoygs thus
treated make as profitable a return, even with porh
at 5 to 6 cents, as any part of the farm produce

Then agam o hog should bave a dry place to Le,
w fact, & goml, well sheltered pen, with a dry plank
under lnm, where he ean sleep without divtarlanee,
svmewhat dark and shady, with no dmfts of wind
penetrating through it, rather low in the ruof, so
that the ammat beat he genevates will sarround han
with a temperaturo that1s pleasant ; sad when ac
customed to be fed regularly there is no animal mon
punctual mats appearanee at the trough. Then he
should be fed all he will eat—giot an ounce more
No food should vemain in the trough afz s he gets
through, and then 1t should be thuroughly cleaned
out.

When put up to feed in this wise the hog does not
nced any exercise, nor does he require space for it,
His whole comfort is in returning to hia lair, zusl
have a gomd opportunity, undistarbed by ontside
affairs, to merease m waght, and to make an ample
return to his owner forthe food he has enjoyed. Qe
casionally a little sulphnr, a little salt, & handiul of
ashes or & quart. or so of ¢harcoal may be put m lus
trough. But clean styes and such feeding ns we
have mentioned, is the true secret of fattening hogs
guickly.

No good Farming without Stock-Kseping,

J. B Lawes the greal indefatigabie experimental
fistner of Lngland, “gives itas his deorded opinion
that the fattening of animals on the farm i3 the only
legitimate and profitable farming,  And althongh ho
uses o large quantity of chemical manures, he does it
only as o supplement to inercase the stiwulus to iy
farwi-yard manuse, e says that for ¢very twenty-
Give pownds of fool devouted by an aminal he feaves
twenty pouuds in exerement, and thisas by agow-
g mmal 5 of the ammal s fully grown, it takes no
st t of the foud to form Ing flesh amd bones,  Heneoe
1t 13 that the Lnghsh fapmer buys young three year
ul Letears in the tall, to eat lus cut hay and stiaw,
ol meal, and roots i wintor to fatten them for market
w the spring 5 he well knows that the manure they
nake nearly pays their keeping.

John Johuston the father of tile draining in West.
srn New Vork buys store sheep in the fall to fatten
for sprmg market, feedig them through the winter
on cut straw, clover hay, with Indian meal and
Wartzel beets ; and he considers the quality of his
mamnvg 18 enough muproved to pay for the meal and
Youls.

T'o put on {at to an animal requires neither mineral
natter or nitrogen, only available carbon and the
clements of water.

"Fhus to form 100 1bs. of wuscular flesh aml bong
in & growing animal it takes
Water, . .. .
Fibrin, tlesh and bleod former.... ... ... 22
Phosphate of Lime ver s e 3 0f a1y
Other wineral matter . ... . a0 g

oamas

Az «tall manure supplies the nitrogenous fibrin,
the potash and a good part of other mineral sube
stances, of there is only enough of 1t to dispense with
conceutsated fertshizers, the money they cost is saved.
Yt the best farmers do not neglect to supply them-
sclves with bone material and other Commercial
manures to quicken and ckeong their farm-yard man-
ures.

Joseph Iarris of Morton Farm near Rochester,
perhaps the best farmer in both theory and practice
m this State, say s lamd never should he so exhausted
of vegetable matter as to require 2 green crop to be
ploughed in, he says feed your clover and apply the
dung made from it to the ficld, be it meadow or fal-
low.”  But if clover is ploughed in, it should be st
well limed, to promote its decomposition ; and lime
wsdf i a2 captal manuve  for the Clover crop.

Nowlhera Cultivator,
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Tow e Did It.

We knaw a farmer, now In comfortable circum.
stances, who beginning with a few cows and con-
stantly inereasing their number, paidall the expenses
of running s farm, all the grain bills and brought up
lis farm to o splendid condition solely from the pro-
fits of hixmilk, s system of management was to
Ty good cows at the outset. e required that they
shoulld arerage cach more than the can per day, sea~
son in and out, whieh many milk raisers are content
with  Ihs famn at the outset was ran down and
ol pot yicld hay enough handly to pay for the cut-
L,

Tuying grain by the ton, and feeding it ont to the
et s 3 spreadmy the manure on the land and turning
1t over ad suwing rye and oats and mllet to be usea
successively for fodder; turmng over more land and
laying it down {o goass 5 all this tune selling his milic
and buying gram and more cows, he now produces
furly cans & day . 18 obliged to sell hay hecause he
mzhes more tian be can possible use ; and his man.
agement s s that he actually more than pays for
all the gram that hie buys salely from hay sold off' his
fam,

e believes insoling cows ; in fact he says he
et afford to pasture thew, beheving that the in-
crease of thur manure will more than compensate
fur the estia Labor employed i sailng,

Two smart ment can do all his waork and not be
over driven at that e sells his cows to the
hateher when they have reachied the wwimsmun pro.
duct of nibli that he countz on ; aud the prices realized
aze, because of their fine condition, offen greater than
the arigival eost of the animal  We know snother
farmer who manages much the sane wavy, depending
on 2 fiheral gram teed and sothing, and putting every
dollar made on the land. e buys what would be
termed poor stock, that e, cheap, tharty or forty
dollar cows, and looks to less profit from Ins nnlk
than from the increased value of the cows for beef,
and the increase of his manuro pile.  Yowever, he is
now rich and s money hag been made solely by the
above managewment.—Mass, Plovghman.



