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were ploughed nacion  and  rounded,
the plauts growing on the lower parts
of the ridges next the openfurrows
wottlhd be much shorter than the plants
o the crowns, and it would give no
cid of trouble to obtaln anything like
unitormity of length in pulling the
Crow.

SEED.—A great doal depeuds upou
1he sced : the best we used to think was
Riga seed; sown one scason in Belgium,
1t should be heavy, plump, and bright.
We have seen vory good lineeed at
Sorel, but more care must be takesn In
cleaning it than  the favmers  theve
seemed to think worth while.

As for quantity, if rather tine fibre
is wanted, 2% bushels an imperial acre
wil not be too much, but for both seed
aund modewte fibre, 2 bushels may do.
What you want is to prevent branching:
it zives seed, but also coavse fibre.

SEASON. When the malze Is sown Is
about the time for sowing tlux: the
Iand should be warmed firvst.

SOWING.~I"lax requires a firm secd-
Led 3 after the last grubbing, harrow
till the land is pulverised all over; no
tioles or rough places must be lett ; roll
when the_harrewing is finished, and
then sow : but here comes the trouble.
Linsced s, as every one knows, the
most slippery of all grains; it must be
mixed with something that the hamd
cunt catelr hold of, and the best thing,
we think, Is road-dust well sifted. The
seed should be slightly molstened before
wixing  with  the dust; it must
be  sown Dbroeadeast at any rate—
never drilled--, and perhaps the or-
dinary  broadeast  sowing  wmachine
will do, Dbut as we never tried
one of thein for this purpose we ¢cannoet
say. At all events, the hind grubber
teeth of this machine, It it s wnsal,
st be taken off, as the scad must not
be Luried deeply.

When sown on the freshly harrowed
surface a pair of light sced barrows
will bury the seed deep cnough, ausd a
zood heavy roller finishes the jol.

HARVESTING.—When the slraw,
next the ground, “Dbegins”  to turn

yellow, aid the seeds to change to a
pale brown colour, the flax is ready to
“pull”. In pulling, the same lengths
of straw should be kept as nearly as
possible together, and the sheaves should
be made small, say, about six Inches
through, as it makes the after-process
of ‘“‘rippling, ”’ I. e., pulling off the seed-
holls, more casy, the small sheaves not
requiring to Le opened out for that pur-
vose. The sheaves should now be put
into shocks, like wheat, to dry.

In England, we used our ordinary ma-
chines to thresh the flax; but, there,
the mouth of the feeding place is n ade
5 feet 8 inches wide, so the straw to be
threshed Is fed in at full length slde
ways, and is delivered utterly unbroken
and as straight as an arrow. Here.
our machines would smash it np into
tow, and make it worthless for any flne
manufacture. We must “ripple it”
tbus : the small sheaves are repeat-
edly pulled through an upright iron
comb with round teeth, about a foot
high aud 3% of an inch apart, with
blunt, tapering points. The “rinpler,”
seated, spreards the small sh-aves,
draws the ends through the comb, as
his assistant hands them to him, and
the bolls falling to the ground or into
a box arranged handily, can afterwards
be threshed, and the seed put away

after belng winnowed. The flax !teelf,

I8 now be considered ready for the
after process of “retting,™ hee'ling.
and scutching, though it would be
mueh improved by belng kept In stack

Ul the warm waatlier of the next sea-
sou arrives,

Where the “linsced ” i3 consumed at
Lume, as it ought Invarinbly {c be,
Jdiere Is not use in threshing oul the
lwlls, as If mixed with a fair amount
of oats aud pease, they will griud up
famously, and help to prevent any of
the ofl from escaping. About 2 bushels
ul pease, 4 bushels of oats, and 2 bushels
ol the bolls, make a good mixture,
which, after turning up with chafled
steaw, damped, will make good milk,
wr fat, tender beef aud mutton,

In our time, we sold the flax in the
sheaf to a London Company that had
a factory fitted up after the plan of
the Chevaller Claussen, a Belglan. Here,
the flax was “retted” tn warm wator,
beetled, scutched and finished off by
machinery. If we remember, the price
vas S15.00 a ton, and seed and straw
hrought us in about $45.00 an acre:
bt it is a long time ago—1854—and we
have no notes on the subject. Here we
should think, at first, what Is called
“dew-retting” would be the easlest
plan ; the flax spread out thinly on the
wrass, and turnad frequently, until the
fibre parts readily from the woody
stenm, when it is ready for the beetle.
It takes at least a month. If, however,
fiax should be grown to any extent and
enterprising farmers should show that
they are capable of turning out sam-
ples of really fiue fibre, no donbt a
market will soon exist for the straw
i1 its natural condition. We saw in the
papers, two years ago, that, at Dundee,
Scotland, the straw was treated mecha-
nically by a machine then recently in-
vented for the purpose, and that fully
three-fourths of the crop grown in IMife-
<hire was disposed of to the factory at
rices which left a better result than
any other crop on the farm. ‘There
must be plenty of firms here which
vould introduce it into the provinece as
«eon as it can be shown to be worth
thelr while,

This article could have been spread
out to ten times Its length, but we think
we have s:udd enongh to show any one
who cares to embark in flax-culture
how to set about it. Note :
1.--T"ull flax, do not mow it ;

2.—Knock the dirt oft the roots by a
Lkick, or by striking it against the
cround ;

3.—Before tying, lay the two hand.
fuls across one another.

4.—Never scll the linseed, but use it
for your stock.

SALI'PETRE—ED. HOARD'S DAl
RYMAN :—In the “Dairyman” of Decc.
4th, I, H., of Peekskill, N. Y., agks:
*Can turnips be fed without spoiling
the butter ? If so, how 2" My uXpe-
tlence with cream that has becom.:
tainted, causud by the cows cating
weeds, Is that adding one teaspuvufall
powdered saltpetre to three gallons of
cieun just before churning lmsproves it.

Onc day last winter, a genﬁcnmu who
Las had sviue eaperience in feeding tur-
nuips paid me a visit. Our conversation
diifted on to the art of butter making.
1 then tuld Lim of the trouble 1 had
with tanted milh and butter during the
spring aud sulauer of that year. He
said . “Have you tried saltpetie ¥
Yes, I replied. T use it in the cream
when 1 carn.  Wly, that Is not the
wiy to use it!™ he sald. Fe told me to
to tuhe a plece the slze of a large poea,
for cach bucket of milk, and put it a

the Ludket while Lullhing , this would,

take the taiut out catirely. I have not
tried It yet, bat will when I think it
necessary.

T feed the slimmed milk to the cows,

but 1 do it in this wise. I keep it till
iL I8 Just turning sour, then I stiv in a
little wheat bran and feed it. 'The cows
are very foud of It and will driuk it
the yenr ronud,

Deer Lodge, Mout. A READER.

It Is now about 45 years since we
first used salipetre (nitrate of potash)
for the rewmoval from milk of the tla-
vour of turnips given to milch-cows,
and as long as we had a dairy and fed
¢ows on turaips or swedes, we uever
gave up its use. We recommmend the
following practice : for each cow giving
anaverage yleld of milk, takea pleceof
saltpetre about the size of a Barcelona
nut--the top of the little finger is ahout
the slze—; dissolve it in hot water, and
divide the solution equnlly among the
cows, putting it into the pail before
milking. ‘The old plan used to be, as in
the quotation, to put the picce undis-
solved into the pail, but the oue just
desceribed s, we think, more likely to
be equal. When “ Devonshire cream”
is used for butter-making, and the salt-
petre is added, no fear need be feit of
the least turnip-flavour bLelng percep-
tible in the product; in fact, we onco
tried the experiment of f(eeding a cow
on half-rotten cabbages—from an out-
side heap In winter, that had, unfortu-
nately, been topped with straw,—and
the heat and saltpetre together carried
off the bad flavour entirely, so that the
butter was perfectly free from it,
thotgh the milk before heating was, nos
to mince matters, nasty.

As to giving cows the skimmilk, we
qaid so once, again for experiment: salke.

She, for we had only one cow at the
time and no pigs, drank it freely from
the first, it being quite fresh, as all
skimmilk is when treated Devonshire
fashion, and her yield was largely in-
creased. DBut, the milk was very poor
indeed ; so poor, that the plan was
hardly worth pursuing.

THIE “THISTLE MILKING MA-
CIHNE,” we gather from * Hounrd's
Daivyman,”  has  been  successfully
worked at *“‘T'he Hospital,” Ilinols, and
» much Bked by both men and eows.
The mitk, n the improvod machine,
now passcs through a glass jar into the
i3 so the man knows when to stop. It
averages six or seven minutes to cach
cow : never more than tie latter num-
lLier, which is abont four minutes less
than the time usually taken by a fairly
wood milker of the old style to cmpty
un ordinary udder, though many of our
Glo'stershire. Eng, people milk ten
¢ows an hour—at least they say so.

TOO MUCH MILK.—Very few far-
mers have milk enough, but still fewer
have such 2 supply that they can afford
to give any of thelr stock too much for
thelr hiealth., A very trite sentence, vur
wreaders will say, but it is clicited by a
passage in an exchange, which runs as
fullows :

“Milk is undoubtedly the best foud for
young stock of all kinds, When taken
in the natural way, 1. e, from the teat,
the milk is always warm, comes very
slowly, and is always mixed with some
saliva in the mouth and this alds diges-
tivn—don't ghve a whole pailful of culd
milk to a young calf at once: it is al-
most  sure  lo cause scouning,  Milk
should never be the sole food of any
cacept of the youngest antmals on
account of its mdigestibility.”

Ihis is all right, as far as 1t goes, bus,
pracucully, there is no fear of auny
dilryman knowing so little about his
husiness as to scour his calves by
miving them, when under four months

old, a pailful of culd milk, and the oldw
animnls may be left to take care ot
themselves. Fowr teuds of milk a day,
is about the right truatwent for calves
under & month old, which may be re-
duced to three feeds a day after that
age, and at thvee months, twice a day
milk, with lots of different kinds of
fudder, such as crushed lnseed, clover-
hiny chaffed, pease-menl, ete., untll the
grass Is ready.

Agrienltural Socictics and
Farmers’ ¢\nbs,

Farmers’s Club of St Cuthbert,
{Berthier)

- COMPETITION IN LIMING LAND

(l'aken from the report, (in Ifrench) of
the judges of the competition at St
Cuthbert on the 23rd of September, |
1890.)

In our judgment, all the competitors
have fulfilled the conditions lald down
in the programime, but ecither owing to
the drought, or for other recasomns, the
result is not entirely satisfactory.

‘The most favourable results were ol-
tained by : 1st Pierre Gervais ; 2nd Jos.
Lamoureux.,

PAUL LAVALLEE,
RBV. A. BOURGEOIS.

RIBPORT OF M. PIERRE GBRVAILS,

I will give the results of half an acre
of land dressed with lime as compaved
with the same area not so treated.

The ground experimented upon is
composed of black soil or bog-earth with
a clay bottom,

No manures of any kind were used
on either of the two plots entered for
the competition. '

I'he conditlon of the lund during
the three years previous to my expe
riments was as follows : During 1897
and 1894, these ficlds were used as pas-
ture, and the following year, that is to
say, in the spring of 1893, 1 ploughed
and sowed them to oats. You will ob-
serve, therefore, that the liming was
done on oat stubble.

Here is my method of preparing the
soil and spreading the lime :

I ploughed the land to a depth of six or
seven inches, and then spread the lime
in the following manner. It was spread
in three different ways. When the
snow was disappearing, about the 20th
of Apri), I took five Lushels of lime,
which I brought 10 the field to be limed.
putting it In a hole in the ground, and
then covering it with earth. At seed-
fng thime, about the 20th of May,
I mixed the earth and lime together,
put it into a cart, and spread it with a
shovel ; but as the quantity of lime
1 had prepared was not sufficient to
cover all the ground, I took quick-lwe,
and after slaking it with water, put :t
1w o cart and also spread it with the
shovel.

As this way of spreading with the
shovel required much time, making the
cost of the 'mendment rather costly, I
discontinued spreading it by shovel, and
instead, scattered the remainder by
hand ; this method required twelve
hushels of lime, which at twenty-five
cents @ bushel, amounted in all to $£2.40.
After preparing the soil as above 1
sowed oats, with a sceder, using about n
bushel and a half to the acre. I then
worked the ground, mixing the lime and
srain together, with an fron harrow.

1 could percelve no difference in the
arops resulting from either of these



