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BAPTISM. No. VI.
THE SUBJECT AND DESIGN.

CoNTRovcRsiEs on practical subjects may lie reduced to an unit.
There is, generally, soine one prominent point on which the attention
may be fixed that will forthwith decide the question. This is the case
vîth the subject before us. Although many volumes have been vrit-
a on the questions, Who are the subjects 1 and what is the design of

.ptismi? Still the whola controversy turns on the decision of the
ýIst question.

If baptism is for the purpose of making a public profession of faith
n Christ, as the Baptists contend ; tien it can be designed for none
at those who have come to the years of understanding. But if the nct
nsordained by God for remission of sins, it can be vdapted to the
ase of none but sinners ; it cannot be designed for infants, for they
ave no sins to wash away.
That baptism is for remission of sins is a point which can be trium-

hantly established from not only the word of God, the writings of'i
he primitive fathers, but also from every creed in Christendom, of
alfa century old. lin some future number, the Lord willing, we shal
ay before our readprs extracts from the fathers, ancient writers, and
ht various confessions of faith, to confirn. this assertion. At present
ashall confine ourself to a few facts.
The church of Rome emphatically declares that it inculcates and
lieves in I one baptism for remission of sins." To this the Greek
hurch and the Church of England agree. All the prayers and in-
rctions connected with baptisn in the latter church, where they have
eference to infants, or aduits, exhibit unequivocally the above doctrine.
ïesleyan clergymen use the saine Liturgy when they admi.ister
e ordinance. If they believe what they repeat on such occasions,
en do they adninister baptisin for the same purpose. Thcy make it
Sonymous with the new birth: " Seeing this child is born anew of
ater and the Spirit," &c. (we quote fron menmory, not having a Prayer
ok at hand) is the language used in the lcaring of every one; and
ose are the persons, too, who say we make too much of an external
dinance. They attach the sanie importance to the baptism of an
nconscious babe without knowledge, faith, repentance, or change of
art, that we do with ail those unted. But this by the way. Our.
t mentioned friends may say, thoughî this is found in the Liturgy,
d our clergyman repeat it when they adiminister baptism, yet still

.ese are not the sentiments of Wesleyans generally. Wlere, then,
Al we learn thcir sentiments on the design of baptism? They ail
4ieve as did Mr. Wesley, " our venerable founder," as lie is styled.
il who arc ordained as 'preacliers in the connexion declare, if we are
rrectly informed, that they believe Mr. Wesley's iotes on the New
estament. Read, then, his comment on Acts xxii. 16. " Baptisin to
aI penitents is both the means and the seal of pardon ; nor did God
d1arily in the primitive church, bestow pardon only through. these
ans." We are hound then to conchde that all Wesleyau.clergy-


